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About BC Parks 

 

BC ParksΩ mission is to protect representative 
and special natural places within the province's 
protected areas system for world-class 
conservation, outdoor recreation, education 
and scientific study.  

The protected areas system is governed 
primarily from the Park Act, Ecological Reserve 
Act and the Protected Areas of British Columbia 
Act, and their associated regulations and 
policies. 

Who we are 

BC Parks is part of the Ministry of Environment. 
In 2010/11 there were the equivalent of 193 
full-time staff (FTEs) working directly for BC 
Parks ς 40 staff were located in Victoria and 
115 full-time staff work out of regional offices 
across the province (including full-time 
rangers). An additional 38 FTEs funded 87 
seasonal ranger positions.  

Most on-the-ground facilities and services are 
managed by contractors, called Park Facility 
Operators (PFOs). Some PFOs manage one park 
and others manage a grouping or bundle of 
parks in a specific location. PFOs provide onsite 
management, service and routine maintenance 
in day use areas and campgrounds. Standards 
for this service are set by the Province.  

What we manage 

.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ 
are a public trust containing locally, regionally, 

nationally and internationally significant 
natural and cultural values and outdoor 
experiences. Since the establishment of 
Strathcona Park as the first provincial park in 
1911, the system has grown to become the 
third largest parks system in North America 
(after Parks Canada and the U.S. National Parks 
system) and the largest provincial/territorial 
parks system in Canada.  

As of March 31, 2011, the system managed by 
BC Parks includes 997 provincial parks and 
protected areas, covering approximately 13.6 
per cent of the province or about 13.1 million 
hectares.  

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

BC Parks    2010/11 Annual Report I Page ii 

 

 

Table 1. BC Parks System1 as of March 31, 2011 

Designation Number Area (ha)  

Ecological Reserves 148 162,627  

Class A Parks 611 10,418,170  

Class B Parks 2 3,778  

Class C Parks 14 495  

Conservancies 144 2,119,131  

Protected Areas 71 378,766  

Recreation Areas 7 57,757  

Total 997 13,140,724  

 

 

What are...? 

Ecological reserves are reserved for ecological purposes including areas for: research and education; 
representative examples of natural ecosystems; recovery areas from human modification; 
protection of rare or endangered flora and fauna; and, unique examples of botanical, zoological 
or geological phenomena. While most ecological reserves are open to the public, they are not 
established for outdoor recreation and no extractive activities are allowed. 

Class A parks are Crown lands dedicated to the preservation of their natural environment for the 
inspiration, use and enjoyment of the public. Development in Class A parks is limited to that 
which is necessary for the maintenance of its recreational values. Activities such as grazing, hay 
cutting and other uses (except commercial logging, mining or hydro electric development) that 
existed at the time the park was established may be allowed to continue in certain parks. 

Class B parks differ from Class A parks in that a Class B park may permit a broader range of activities 
and uses provided that such uses are not detrimental to the recreational values of the park. 

Class C parks differ from Class A parks in that a Class C park must be managed by a local board. They 
are generally small parks providing local recreational amenities and are often close to urban 
areas.   

                                                
1
 As a result of Government reorganization, the wildlife management area program was transferred to the Ministry of Forest, Lands and 

Natural Resource Operations on October 25, 2010. 
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Conservancies are set aside for: (a) the protection and maintenance of their biological diversity and 
natural environments; (b) the preservation and maintenance of social, ceremonial and cultural 
uses of First Nations; (c) the protection and maintenance of their recreational values; and 
development or use of natural resources in a manner consistent with the purposes of (a), (b) 
and (c) above. Conservancies provide for a wider range of low impact, compatible economic 
opportunities than Class A parks, however commercial logging, mining and hydroelectric power 
generation, other than local run-of-the-river projects, are prohibited. 

Protected areas are established by Order in Council under the Environment and Land Use Act and 
generally have one or more activities that are not usually allowed in a park (e.g., industrial road, 
pipeline, transmission line, communication site). Allowable activities are determined by specific 
provisions when the area is established as well as relevant sections of the Park Act and 
regulations. 

Recreation areas are set aside for public recreational use. They were originally established to allow a 
mineral resource evaluation under a time-limited tenure; no other industrial activities are 
permitted. All current recreation areas are being evaluated to determine if they should become 
fully protected or returned to integrated resource management lands. 

Wildlife Management Areas are set aside for specific wildlife habitat needs. They are managed under 
the Wildlife Act. As of October 25, 2010, BC Parks no longer manages these areas. They are now 
the responsibility of the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mariposa Lily, Soap Lake Ecological Reserve 
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BC ParksΩ Principles  

Decisions regarding the parks and protected areas system are guided by the following principles:  

 

Enduring public trust  1. The parks and protected areas system is an enduring legacy and we are 

accountable to the people of British Columbia to manage it effectively, now and in 

the future.  

2. We actively pursue collaborative relationships and contemporary roles for First 

Nations for protecting and enhancing natural, cultural and recreational values.  

3. Relationships and connections with park users, communities, partners, sponsors 

and donors are essential to the long-term viability of the parks and protected 

areas system.  

 

Conservation of 

natural and cultural 

assets  

4. Ecological integrity is maintained and conserved within a dynamic and changing 

environment.  

5. Leadership in knowledge acquisition and reporting, and the understanding of 

ecological processes, cultural heritage and their interaction is crucial for 

management and responding to environmental change.  

6. We will maximize opportunities for education about natural, cultural and 

recreation values, and will assist the public to cope with environmental changes.  

 

High quality visitor 

services  

7. We will manage recreational facilities in an environmentally sensitive manner and, 

provide a range of facilities and programs that are accessible and reflect provincial 

demographics.  

8. We will seek opportunities to promote the parks and protected areas system as an 

integral component of a healthy, active lifestyle.  

9. We will coordinate the provision of outdoor recreational opportunities with the 

private sector, tourism industry associations, other levels of government and other 

government agencies.  

 

Effective management  10. We will pursue innovative revenue streams and partnerships to ensure financial 

sustainability.  

11. Although parks may provide different levels of visitor services, we will maintain 

ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΦ  
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Executive Summary  

BC Parks has moved forward on many key program areas in 2010/11 and has many achievements and 
successes to celebrate!   

BC Parks 100 

BC Parks celebrates its 100th birthday starting on March 1, 2011. This date marked the anniversary of 
the establishment of the first provincial park in British Columbia ς Strathcona Park on Vancouver 
Island. In July and August 2010, the Strathcona Centennial Expedition re-enacted the original 1910 
Ellison expedition that led to the establishment of Strathcona Park in 1911. The expedition brought 
together a diverse group of volunteers and stakeholders in a positive and inspiring fashion to mark 
this historic event. BC Parks has been working with communities, First Nations, youth and sector areas 
such as arts, heritage and tourism, to plan celebrations across the province throughout 2011. 

Office of the Auditor General Report 

The Office of the Auditor General of British Columbia (OAG) undertook a performance review of BC 
tŀǊƪǎΩ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊotected areas, releasing its report in August 
2010. The OAG concluded that while BC Parks has a clear vision and goals for managing for ecological 
integrity, the agency could make improvements in achieving those goals in seven areas. The 
recommendations focused on setting objectives, business practices and reporting out to the public. 
The BC Parks Annual Report will help track progress in these areas and provide better public 
communication on factors affecting ecological integrity in parks and protected areas. 

tǊŜƳƛŜǊΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ 

BC ParksΩ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƻƴƻǳǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ tǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ tǊŜƳƛŜǊΩǎ Award for Innovation for the Denman Island 
project. Nearly 500 hectares of land on Denman Island were acquired using innovative new financing 
methods that included the sale of carbon credits in the international carbon market. In total, the 
acquisition program spent $561,960 in 2010/11 to acquire 528 hectares, valued at over $9.1 million.   

Facility Investments 

BC ParksΩ capital program invested over $10 million in new and improved facilities during 2010/11. 
The capital program addresses visitor needs, supports cultural values and responds to conservation 
issues within the protected areas system. For example, new boardwalks in the Lucy Islands 
Conservancy improved public safety while also protecting archaeological sites and critical seabird 
nesting habitat. Investments in Naikoon Park in Haida Gwaii upgraded boardwalks to a wheelchair 
accessible standard. A new micro-hydro power generation system in Mount Assiniboine Park replaced 
much of the propane-fuelled power generation and now provides safe, environmentally-friendly 
electricity for lodge visitors. BC Parks also spent $1.6 million to upgrade and refurbish washroom 
buildings in 11 parks. In addition, nearly $700,000 was invested in playgrounds and other recreation 
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ άƎŜǘ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊǎέΦ  
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Donations, Sponsorships and Volunteers 

The Park Enhancement Fund (PEF) supports BC Parks by attracting donations which can be reinvested 
in protected areas. Nearly one million dollars in donations have flowed into provincial parks and 
protected areas since this fund was established in 2008.   

BC Parks also benefits from many in-kind donations and thousands of volunteer hours. A partnership 
with Encorp Pacific allowed over 121 bear-proof recycling bins to be installed in provincial parks 
across B.C. since 2008. ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ άƛƴ-ƪƛƴŘέ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ ϷмпрΣлллΦ DŜǊŀƭŘ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ƻŦ 
the Strathcona Wilderness Institute was recognized as the the 2010/11 Parks and Protected Areas 
Volunteer of the Year. Gerry has graciously donated his time and energy for the past 13 years 
managing the Strathcona ParkΩs Buttle Lake Visitor Information Hut.   

Economic Benefits 

BC Parks worked with the Canadian Parks Council to measure the economic benefits of parks. The 
final report shows that every one dollar invested in .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΩǎ protected areas system in 2009 
generated $8.42 in visitor spending on food, entertainment, transportation and other goods and 
services. The combined economic impact of this spending was a $392 million boost to GDP and over 
5,200 full-time jobs. 

Other Achievements: 

¶ In 2010/11, the Province ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ т ƴŜǿ ά/ƭŀǎǎ !έ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ new conservancy, as well 
as made additions to 13 existing parks, encompassing more than 27,500 hectares.  

¶ Eight management plans covering 11 parks were approved and released and 23 draft 
management plans were placed on the BC ParksΩ website for public review.  

¶ BC Parks developed a new model on the effect of rising sea levels which is helping park 
managers, municipalities and others make better decisions.  

¶ BC Parks continues to improve the Conservation Risk Assessment database which inventories 
natural and cultural features within the protected areas system and documents the level and 
extent of threats to these features.  

¶ IƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ άƘƻǘ ǎǇƻǘέ ŎǊŜǿǎ applied mechanical or chemical treatments to approximately 
86 hectares in 67 parks and protected areas. 

¶ Cultural assessment projects were completed for 10 parks to improve our understanding of 
the cultural significance and traditional importance of sites in provincial protected areas.  

¶ Attendance declined slightly from 2009/10 (a year with exceptional weather across the 
province) but remained strong at 19.7 million.  

¶ 80 per cent of park visitors gave BC Parks an άexcellentέ or άabove averageέ satisfaction rating.   

¶ In 2010, BC Parks took more direct control over the Discover Camping Reservation Service and, 
for the first time, offered site-specific camping reservations at provincial parks. 

¶ Over 2.3 million people visited our website and more than 87,000 reservations were made 
through Discover Camping. 
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Managing the System 

Designation 

.Φ/ΦΩǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ 
acquisitions, adding lands for conservation and recreation. 

In 2010/11, the Province established 7 ƴŜǿ ά/ƭŀǎǎ !έ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ one new conservancy, as 
well as made additions to 13 existing parks, encompassing more than 27,500 ha. In addition, South 
Chilcotin Mountains Park (56,796 ha) was established by converting lands from the Spruce Lake 
Protected Area.  

These changes were the result of the Lillooet and Kamloops land and resource management plans, an 
ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ƛƭΩǿŀǘ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴ, private land acquisitions, compensatory lands and mitigation 
for the Sea to Sky Highway. 

 

 
Gilpin Grasslands Park, located 6 kilometres 
east of Grand Forks, was expanded as a result of 
a private land acquisition. The acquisition 
involved a collaborative effort between the 
Ministry of Environment and The Land 
Conservancy of BC. The addition contains 
essential habitat for provincially blue-listed 
bighorn sheep and other species at risk 
(including western rattlesnake, gopher snake 
and badger) and retains significant grassland 
values. 

. 

 
 

 

 

 
Brandywine Falls Park, situated along the 
Brandywine River 15 kilometres south of 
Whistler, was expanded to protect critical 
habitat for the blue-listed northern red-legged 
frog and other amphibians. The area includes 
small lakes, wetlands and forested uplands. 

  




































































