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BC Park(missionisto protect representative
and special natural places within the province's
protected areas system for wordass
conservation, outdoor recreation, education
and scientific study.

The protected aressystemis governed
primarily from thePark ActEcological Reserve
Actand theProtected Areas of British Columbia
Act, and their associated regulatioasd

policies.

Who we are

BC Parks is part of the Ministry of Environment.
In 2010/11 there were the equivalent of 39
full-time staff (FTEs) working directly for BC
Parksc 40 staff werdlocated in Victoria and

115 fulktime staff work out of regional offices
across the province (including fdilne

rangers). An additional 38 FTEs funded 87
seasonal ranger positions.

Most onthe-ground facilities and services are
managed by contractorgalled Park Facility
Operators (PFOs). Some PFOs manage one park
and others manage a grouping or bundle of

parks in a specific locatioRFOs providensite
management, service and routine maintenance

in day use areas and campgrounds. Standards
for this servte are set by the Province

What we manage

NAGAAK /2fdzYorl Qa
are a public trust containinigpcally, regionally,

LI NJ &

nationally and internationally significant
natural and citural values and outdoor
experiencesSince the establishment of
StrathconaPark aghe first provincial park in
1911, the system has grown becomethe
third largest parks system Horth America
(after Parks Canada and theS.National Parks
system) ad the largest provincial/territorial
parks system in Canada

As of March 31,@11, the system managed by
BC Parks includes Bfrovincial parks and
protected areas, coveringoproximatey 13.6
per centof the province or about 13.1 million
hectares.
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Tablel. BC Parks Systéras of March 31, 2011

Designation Number Area (ha)
Ecological Reserves 148 162627
Class A Parks 611 10,418,170
Class B Parks 2 3,778
Class C Parks 14 495
Conservancies 144 2,119,131
Protected Areas 71 378,766
Recreation Areas 7 57,757
Total 997 13,110,724
What are...?

Ecological reservesrereserved for ecological purposes including areas for: research and education;
representative examples of natural ecosystems; recovery areastitonanmodification;
protection of rare or endangered flora and fauna; and, unique examples of botanical, zoological
or geological phenomena&Vhile most ecological reserves are open to thublic, they are not
establishedor outdoor recreation and no extractive activities are allowed.

Class A parkare Crown land dedicated to the preservation of tlienatural environment fothe
inspiration, use and enjoyment of the publizevelopment in Class A parks is limited to that
which is necessary for the maintenance of its recreational valuetsvities such as grazing, hay
cutting and other uses (exceppvmmercial logging, mining or hydsdectric developmerjtthat
existed at thetime the park was established may be allowed to contimueertain parks

Class B parkdiffer from Class A parks in that a Class B park may permit a broader range of activities
and uses provided that such uses are not detrimental to the recreationa¢saf the park.

Class C parldiffer from Class A parks in that a Class C park must be managed by a local board. They
are generally smaplarks providing local recreational amenitisd are often close to urban
areas.

! As a result of Government reorganization, the wildlife management area program was transferred to the Ministry of Fatesindlan
Natural Resourc®perations on October 25, 2010.
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Conservaniesare set asidefor: (a) the protection and maintenance tfeir biological diversity and
natural environments; (b) the preservation and maintenance of social, ceremonial and cultural
uses of First Nations; (c) the protection and maintenandbef recreational valuesand
developmentor use of natural resources in a manner consistent with the purposes of (a), (b)
and (c) aboveConservancies provide for a wider range of low impact, compatible economic
opportunities than Class A pakowever commercial logging, miniagd hydroelectric power
generation, other than local runf-the-river projects, are prohibited.

Protected areasare established by Order in Council under Erevironment and Land Use Actd
generally have one or more activities that are not usually allowed in a park (e.g., industrial road,
pipeline, transmission line, communication site). Allowable activities are determined by specific
provisions when the area is established as well as retesections of thd?ark Actand
regulations.

Recreation areasre set aside for public recreational use. They were originally established to allow a
mineral resource evaluation under a tirienited tenure; no other industrial activities are
permitted. Allcurrent recreation areas are being evaluated to determine if they should become
fully protected or returned to integrated resource management lands.

Wildlife Management Areasre set aside for specific wildlife habitat needs. They are managed under
the Wildlife Act As ofOctober 25 2010, BC Parks no longer maraghese areas. They are now
the responsibility of the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations.

Mariposa Lily, Soap Lake Ecological Reserve
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Decisions regarding the parks and protected areas sysieguided by the following principles:

10.

11.

The parks and protected areas system is an enduring legacy and we are
accountable to the people of British Columbia to manage it effectively, now ar
the future.

We actively pursue collaborative relationships and contemporary roles for Fir:
Nations fa protecting and enhancing natural, cultural and recreational values.

Relationships and connections with park users, communities, partners, spons
and donors are essential to the lotgrm viability of the parks and protected
areas system.

Ecological integrity is maintained and conserved within a dynamic and changi
environment.

Leadership in knowledge acquisition and reporting, and the understanding of
ecological processes, cultural heritage and their interaction is crucial for
management and responding to environmental change.

We will maximize opportunities for education aboattural, cultural and
recreation values, and will assist the public to cope with environmental chang

We will manage recreational facilities in an environmentally sensitive manner
provide a range of facilities andggrams that are accessible and reflect provinc
demographics.

We will seek opportunities to promote the parks and protected areas system
integral component of a healthy, active lifestyle.

We will coordinate the provision of outdoor recreational opportunities with the
private sector, tourism industry associations, other levels of government and
government agencies.

We will pursue innovative revenue streams gattnerships to ensure financial
sustainability.

Although parks may provide different levels of visitor services, we will maintai
A0FYyRFNRA NBfFGAY3 G2 LINRPGSOGAYy3A |
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Executive Summary

BC Parks has moved forward on many key program areas in 2010/11 and has many achievements and
successes to celebrate!

BC Parks 100

BC Parks celebratéts 100" birthday startingon March 1, 2011. This date matkthe anniversary of

the establishmenbf the first provincial park in British Columlg&trathcona Park on Vancouver

Island. In July and August 2010, the Strathcona Centennial Expedismacéed the original 1910

Ellison expedition that led to thestablishmenbf Straticona Park in 191Theexpedition brought

together a diverse group of volunteers and stakeholders in a positive and inspiring fashion to mark

this historic event. BC Parks has been working with communities, First Nations, youth and sector areas
such as arts, heritage anduosm, to plan celebrations across the provitbeoughout2011.

Office of the Auditor General Report

The Office of the Auditor Generald British ColumbigOAGundertook a performance review of BC

t Nl AQ YIFYylF3ISYSyid 27F S Oadtededardds, feleabigtirép@tNidAlgast A y LIl
2010. TheDAGconcludedthat while BC Parks ba clear vision and gasflor managing for ecological

integrity, the agency could make improvementsathieving those goals seven areas. The
recommendationgocused on setting objectives, business practices and reporting out to the public.

The BC Parks Annual Report will help track progress in these areas and provide better public
communication on factors affecting ecologimtegrity in parksand protected aeas

t NEBYASNRA ! 61 NR

BCParkgi G FF 6 SNB K2y 2 dzZNBER Awardifér InhovatioNIbrdiie Yedan islartd NB Y 7
project. Nearly 500 hectares of land on Denman Island were acquired using innovativeaeeuty
methodsthat included the sale atarbon credits in the international carbon markét total, the

acquisition program spent $561,960 in 2010/11 to acquire B@&ares, valued at over $9.1 million.

Facility Investments

BC Parkxapital programinvested over $10 million in new and immexd facilities during 2010/11.

The capital program addresses visitor needs, supports cultural values and resp@oaservation

issues within the protected areas system. For example, new boardwalks in the Lucy Islands
Conservancy improved public safethile also protecting archaeological sites and critical seabird

nesting habitat. Investments in Naikoon Park in Haida Gwaii upgraded boardwalkheekkair

accessible standard new micrehydro power generatiorsystem in Mount Assiniboine Park replaced

much of the propanduelled power generationand now provides safeenvironmentallyfriendly

electricity for lodge visitorEBC Parks also spent $1.6 million to upgrade and refurbish washroom

buildings in 11 parksn addition, nearly $700,000 was invedt playgrounds and other recreation
FFEOAEAOASE (2 adzlll2NI FlL YAfASaAa FyR SyO2dzN} 3S Y+
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Donations, Sponsorships and Volunteers

The Rrk Enhancement FUN@®EF) suppostBC Parkby attracting donations which can be reinvested
in protected areasNearlyone million dollarsin donations have flowed into provincial parsd
protected areasince this fund was established in 2008.

BC Parks also benefits from manskind donations and thousands of volunteer hours. A partnership

with Encorp Pacific allowed over 121 bgmoof recycling bins to be installed in provincial parks

across B.C.since 208K A & | Y 2 dzy]iAdy Ri¥2 R2/ FGiAY2 Y G2 NI K 2 3SNJ b
the Strathcona Wilderness Institute was recognized ashk 2010/11 Parks and Protected Areas

Volunteer of the Year. Gerry has graciously donated his time and energy for thE3peesrs

managing the Strathcona P&IButtle Lake Visitor Information Hut.

Economic Benefits

BC Parks worked with the CamaaParks Council to measure the economic benefits of paties

final report shows that evergne dollarinvested in. NR& A & K pfoedtedzdi@as)istendin 2009
generated $812in visitor spending on food, entertainment, transportatiand other goods iad
servicesThe combined economic impact of this spending was a $392 million boost to GDP and over
5,200 fulitime jobs.

Other Achievements:

f In2010/11, theProvinceSa G 6 f AAKSR T Yy S& néw corisaivancy, as welll NJ
as mae additions to B existing parks, encompassing more than 27,58€dres

ax

1 Eightmanagement plansovering 11 parkeere approved and released and 23 draft
management plans were placed on the BC Favksbsite for public review.

1 BC Parkdeveloped anew model m the effect of rising sea levelghichis helpingpark
managers municipalitiesand others make better decisions.

1 BC Parksontinues to improvehe Conservation Risk Assessment databaisieh inventories
natural and cultural features within the protectedeas systenand documentshe level and
extent of threats to these features.

1 Iy@F arxg@gsS LI |y Gapglidd 2néchaditdPoil chemial Fedt@ents to approximately
86 hectares il 7 parks and protected areas

9 Cultural assessment projects were complgfor 10 parks to improve our understanding of
the cultural significance and traditional importance of sites in provincial protected areas

1 Attendance delined slightly from 20090 (a year with exceptional weather across the
province) but remained strongt 19.7 million

1 80per centof park visitors gave BC Parkscarcellent or cabove averagesatisfactionrating.

1 In 2010, BC Parks took more direct control over the Disa0aenping Reservation Service and,
for the first time, offered sitespecific camping reservations at provincial parks.

1 Over 2.3 million people visited owrebsite and more than 87,000 reservations were made
through Discover Camping.
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Managing theSystem

Designation
d/ PQ&8 LINRPGSOGSR I NBla aeaidSy O2yiGAaydzSa G2 SELI
acquisitions, adding land#or conservation and recreation.

In 2010/11the Provinceestablished7y S ¢ o/ f | a& | ¢ |oivBed Eofiservandy, asJ- NJ a
well as mae additions to 13 existing parks, encompassing more than 27,50 lzaldition,South

Chilcotin Mountains Park (5@8 ha)was established by converting lanidesm the Spruce Lake

Protected Area.

These changes were the result of the Lillooet and Kamloops land and resource managemeiainplans
FANBSYSyd o6AGK ( Kbvatg lantl &quisitionsOrhpedsatorydands angl giitigation
for the Sea to Sky Highway.

Gilpin Grasslands Parlkocated 6 kilometres
east of Grand Forksyasexpanded as a result of
a private land acquisition. The acquisition
involved a collaborative effort between the
Ministry of Environment and The Land
Conservancy of BC. The addition contains
essential habitat for provincially bldested
bighorn sheep and other species at risk
(including western rattlesnake, gopher snake
and badger) and retains significant grassland
values.

Brandywine Falls Parksituated along the
Brandywine River 15 kilometres south of
Whistler,was expanded to protect critical
habitat for the bluelisted northern redegged

frog and other amphibians. The area includes
small lakes, wetlands and forested uplands.
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