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Mount Robson Provincial Park Swiftcurrent River Addition
Purpose Statement and Zoning Plan

The Swiftcurrent area, centered on the upper reach of the Swiftcurrent River, was
recommended for protection by the Robson Valley Land and Resource Management Plan
(LRMP), approved in April 1999. While the middle section of Swiftcurrent River has
been part of the 217,200 ha Mount Robson Provincial Park since its establishment in
1913, these 5956 ha were added to Mount Robson Provincial Park in 2000 to protect
most of the remainder of the Swiftcurrent watershed. In 2004, 14 ha of the added area
were deleted from the Park and established as Mount Robson Protected Area.

The Mount Robson Park Management Plan (1992) identified the Swiftcurrent Creek
drainage as an area of concern. With only a small portion of the watershed in the park,
park management required on-going liaison with the Ministry of Forests and industry to
address recreation, wildlife and aesthetic concerns outside of the park, but within the
watershed. The Swiftcurrent addition now forms the western boundary of Mount Robson
Provincial Park. 14 ha of this area are presently established as the Swiftcurrent Protected
Area by Order in Council under the Environment and Land Use Act to allow for the
construction of a water line. Once the line is completed, the 14 ha will be converted back
to Provincial Park.

This Purpose Statement is intended to provide interim direction for management of the
Swiftcurrent addition until such time as the Mount Robson Provincial Park Management
Plan is reviewed. In the interim a Transmittal Note will also be written to provide a
rationale for changing the zoning for the part of the Swiftcurrent addition which was
originally part of Mount Robson Provincial Park. The Swiftcurrent addition is also being
proposed as an addition to the existing World Heritage Site designation for Mount
Robson Provincial Park.

The closest town is Valemount, approximately 30 km to the southwest on the Yellowhead
Highway (Highway #5). Access to the Swiftcurrent addition is from Highway 16, with
an old deteriorated logging road providing limited recreational access to the Swiftcurrent
River drainage.

Primary Role

The primary role of the Swiftcurrent area is to enhance the ecological viability of Mount
Robson Provincial Park, and its role in representing the Northern Park Ranges Ecosection
by creating a new boundary that generally follows a height-of-land around drainages.

The Swiftcurrent addition adds important Interior Cedar Hemlock variants to improve
ecosection representation. The main Swiftcurrent River valley is interior cedar-hemlock
moist mild (ICH mm) and the higher elevations are Engelmann spruce-subalpine fir moist
mild (ESSF mm1). The low elevations near the Fraser River corridor are sub-boreal
spruce dry hot (SBS dh). Rock and ice dominate the alpine areas.



Secondary Role

The secondary role of the Swiftcurrent addition is to enhance the role of Mount Robson
Provincial Park in fulfilling BC Parks’ recreation goals for backcountry recreation and
local recreation.

Topography is moderately steep throughout this mountainous area with extremely steep
cliffs around the headwaters of the Swiftcurrent River. Recreation use is moderate at
present, with potential to expand in the future. The Swiftcurrent River area has been
popular with local cross-country skiers for decades. Hiking and mountain climbing
opportunities also exist. There is an existing tenure for commercial heli-skiing at Mt.
Longstaff.

The Swiftcurrent addition contributes towards the protection of viewscapes along
Highway 16 for westbound travellers. Facilities are limited to an unmaintained hiking
trail and an old trapper’s cabin 11 km up the river valley.

Management Issues

Known Management Issues | Response

Existing uses « Honour existing guiding, range and trapping tenures.
« Complete the tenure review for heli skiing at Mt
Longstaff, which was a condition of allowing the

activity.
Public safety concerns . Develop a fire evacuation plan. Adjacent residences
regarding wildfires and are of particular concern.
hunting if visitor use « Discuss with guide outfitter the potential
increases extinguishment of guided hunting, or agreement not

to use the addition for consistency with the rest of Mt
Robson Provincial Park. Honour existing tenure in
the interim.

« Discuss with Fish and Wildlife Science and
Allocation, MWLAP a possible hunting and trapping
closure for consistency with the rest of Mount Robson
Provincial Park

Potential impact of recreation | « Monitor recreation use and develop appropriate

use on park values management strategies to prevent impacts on the
park's ecological values

« For heli-skiing, minimize the number of logged
helipads by using natural openings where possible
and where necessary allow minimal tree falling for
safe helicopter landing

Opportunities to enhance « Investigate the possibility of upgrading the trail to the
recreation values head of the valley.
« Investigate the possibility of promoting the area for
horse use.




Known Management Issues

Response

Potential impacts from
resource activities adjacent to
the park

« Maintain liaison with other agencies regarding
management of adjacent land with a priority to
maintain habitat linkages for species such as grizzly
bear, and to manage access and recreation use.

Mountain pine beetle

Continue to monitor forest health and implement
strategies of the Mt. Robson Ecosystem Plan and
Working Group.

Mount Robson Protected
Area

Following completion of the installation of the water line,
pursue cancellation of the Protected Area and the
addition of those lands back into Mount Robson
Provincial Park.

Zoning

Zoning for the Swiftcurrent addition will reflect the management intent of adjacent areas
in Mount Robson Provincial Park, and the values found in the area.

A corridor along lower Swiftcurrent Creek will be zoned as Nature Recreation because of
proximity to Highway access. This zone will be managed to protect scenic values and to
provide for recreation opportunities in a largely undisturbed natural environment.

Higher elevations in this watershed will be managed as Wilderness Recreation to protect
a remote, undisturbed natural landscape and to provide backcountry recreation
opportunities dependent on a pristine environment. Air access for commercial Park Use
Permit holders may be permitted to designated sites.

Representation
e ecosection X

e biogeoclimatic X

subzone/variant

Special Feature X

CONSERVATION

Representation of Northern Park Ranges (NPR), which is
32% protected provincially. Of 7 protected areas in this
ecosection, Mount Robson Provincial Park contributes
over 96% of provincial representation. The Swiftcurrent
addition provides a small component of this.

The Swiftcurrent addition contributes representation

for the following biogeoclimatic subzones and variants:
SBS dh; ICH mm; and ESSF mm1. The ICHmm variant
is underrepresented in the protected area system (just
2.97% protected).

Sensitive habitat for mountain goats. Winter range for
ungulates (moose, deer, and elk) and summer range for
bear species.




Rare/Endangered X
Values

Scientific/Research
Opportunities

Representation:
e backcountry X

e destination
e travel corridor

e J|ocal recreation X

Special Opportunities

Education/
Interpretation
Opportunities

Representation X

Special Feature X

CONSERVATION
Habitat for grizzly bear (Blue-listed; COSEWIC Special
Concern) and wolverine (Blue-listed; COSEWIC Special
Concern)

RECREATION
Area used mostly in winter for ski touring

Investigate opportunity for horse use

Popular for local recreation, particularly ski touring

CULTURAL HERITAGE

Cultural travel corridors: the Fraser River valley has been
a human travel corridor since before the fur trade.

The Swiftcurrent River was the scene of some prospecting
activity around the turn of the century

OTHER MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS

Other Designations X

Relationship to Other X
PAs

Co-operative
Management
Arrangements

Prepare amendment package to add the Swiftcurrent
addition to the UNESCO Canadian Rocky Mountains
World Heritage Site

Mount Robson Provincial Park, including the Swiftcurrent
addition, contributes to the chain of large protected areas
along the Rocky Mountains; one of the world's largest
contiguous blocks of protected areas



Partnerships
Vulnerability

Relationship to Other X
Strategies

Area:

Date of establishment:

CONSERVATION

Mount Robson Provincial Park, including the Swiftcurrent
addition, is part of the Yukon to Yellowstone (Y2Y)
conservation initiative.

This area was recommended for protection by the Robson
Valley LRMP in April 1999.

5956 ha (5942 ha Class A Park, 14 ha Protected Area)

Swiftcurrent Addition was added to Mount Robson
Provincial Park on June 29, 2000. 14 ha were deleted
from the Park on May 20, 2004 and re-designated as
Mount Robson Protected Area on September 30, 2004.
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