Churn Creek Protected Area

3.0 PROTECTED AREA ZONING

BC Parks uses zoning to asss in the planning and management of provincid parks and
protected aress. In generd terms, zoning divides an areainto logica units to gpply uniform and
cons stent management objectives for conservation and recregtiond vaues. The zones reflect
the intended land use, exigting patterns of use, the degree of human use desired, and the level of
management and devel opment required.

At one end of the spectrum, the Intensive Recreation Zone indicates a portion of apark or
protected areathat is appropriate for high levels of recreation and facility development. At the
opposite end, the Wilderness Conservation Zones indicate an area of apark or protected area
that receives the highest level of resource protection and minimal human presence. Between
these two extremes, there are three additiona zones providing arange of conservation and
recregtion priorities - Natural Environment Zone, Specia Feeture Zone and Wilderness
Recregtion Zone.

It should be recognized that Churn Creek does not fit into BC Parks' standard approach to
zoning recreation/conservation oriented parks. The focus on grasdands conservation balanced
with ranching, wildlife protection and pre-existing uses make zone titles like “Wilderness
Recregtion” awkward and unwieldy. Visgtors should be aware of the ranching history of the area
and understand the impacts cattle may have on recregtiona experiences.

The mgority of the Churn Creek Protected Areaiisin the Natural Environment Zone, which
is further subdivided into a Motorized Sub-zone and a Non-Motorized Sub-zone. The Natural
Environment — Motorized Sub-zone provides vehicle access to two areas - Goose Lakesin
North Churn and Iron Gate Road in South Churn - that have traditionally been accessed by
motor vehicle. The Natural Environment — Non-Motorized Sub-zone alows for non-
motorized recreation experiences.

Three areas are categorized as a Special Feature Zone. These are intended to be Benchmark
Aress that will have minima human use and no caitle grazing. They will be used for research and
to increase understanding of grasdand ecosystems.

The area that includes the Calving Barns, Ranch HQ and hayfiddsisan Intensive
Use/Recreation Zone, recognizing the future role of the Calving Barns as both a resource for
the ranch and as a saging arealcampground for visitors.

Map Three:
Churn Creek Protected Area
Zoning

Management Plan 19 March 2000




Churn Creek Protected Area

Located in Appendix M: Map Folio

3.1 Natural Environment Zone

The primary objective of this zoneisto consarve natura resources and to maintain the naturdl
divergty and function of ecosystems in the Protected Areawhile providing amix of motorized
and non-motorized recregtion in alargely undisturbed natural environment. The Natura
Environment - Motorized Sub-zone is 4,074 hectares, or 6.2% of the Protected Area. The
Natural Environment — Non-Motorized Sub-zone is 29,483 hectares, or 81.9% of the
Protected Area.

Strategies for this zone include:
Facility development isminimd, at aleve sufficient to satisfy user needs and to protect the
overdl environment of the Protected Area
Reatively low use with limited vehicle access to protect the naturd values of the areaand
recreation experience as wdl asto limit impacts.
Livestock grazing continues.

3.2 Intensive Use/Recreation Zone

The primary objective of this zoneisto provide for an al-wesather road ble staging
arealcampground as well as accommodating the intensve non-recregtion activities associated
with the hayfields and ranch HQ. The management intent of this designation isto continue to
alow the ranch operations to use the Calving Barns on a priority basis while dlowing horseback
riders and other recreationists to use the corras as a staging area for tripsinto the Protected
Area and backcountry beyond the Protected Area. This zoneis 1,011 hectaresin Size,
representing 2.8% of the Protected Area.

Strategies for this zone include:
Providing a campground in the mid to long-term as demands warrant
Using the Caving Barns as a staging area
Providing asmall interpretive Site and parking lot adjacent to the Empire Vdley Ranch
headquarters.
Providing some limited vistor services
Providing interpretetive facilities
Cattle grazing and hay production continues.

3.3 Special Feature Zone

The primary objective of the Specid Feature Zoneisto provide a high level of protection to
severd Benchmark Areas across the Protected Area. The total size of thiszoneis 1,412
hectares, or 3.9 % of the Protected Area.
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Churn Creek Protected Area

Strategies for this zone include:

. Consarvation of natura resources take precedence over recregtion in this zone
Benchmark Areas will be monitored to provide a better understanding of how natura
processes in grassdand ecosystems work. See Section 7.0 — Benchmark Areas, for more
details.

Cattle grazing will not continue in these Benchmark Aress.

Photo by Chris Hamilton

Photo One: Looking north along the Fraser River landscape. These lower dopes
encompass a portion of the Clyde Mountain Benchmark Area.
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