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Introduction
The Management Planning Process
A Management Plan is an administrative manual and public document that directs
protected area management for a five to ten year term. It sets out objectives and
appropriate actions for conservation, recreation development, if appropriate, feature
interpretation and protected area operations. Plan contents are based on an interpretation
of current information relating to natural and cultural resources, recreation use, demand
and activities both within the protected area and surrounding lands. The management
planning process involves a rigorous analysis of the overall goals of the park, patterns of
use, management objectives, identified conflicts, and public expectation.
The plan, once approved, is to be employed in the design and development phase of the
evolution of the park. Planning for the management of the park’s resources and operation
of the park will also be based on guidelines presented here.

Background Summary
Davis Lake is a 192-hectare park situated in the Lower Mainland area of British
Columbia, approximately 19 kilometres north of Mission and 80 kilometres east of
Vancouver (Figure 1). The park is readily accessible by residents of the Mission area and
those of the Abbotsford and Matsqui communities via the Mission-Matsqui Bridge
crossing the Fraser River.
Prior to becoming a Class “A” provincial park in October, 1963, the land was
unsuccessfully homesteaded in the 1900-1930’s. During the 1940’s, Whonnock Lumber
Company logged the area surrounding Davis Lake.
Located in the Coastal Western Hemlock biogeoclimatic zone, the primary attraction of
the park is the small warm-water lake and its beaches. This, combined with the natural
setting that includes a scenic waterfall and representative western hemlock forest, offers
an excellent site for developing park facilities to meet a small portion of the demand for
recreation opportunities and outdoor education in the Lower Mainland.
At present, there is very little opportunity for this type of recreation in the MissionMatsqui area. The Fraser Valley Regional District recently rebuilt Cascade Falls Regional
Park just south of Davis Lake Park. The District of Mission is responsible for many
small parks and sports fields, however these parks do not offer an outdoor experience in a
natural environment like Davis Lake Provincial Park. For similar outdoor experiences,
Rolley Lake Provincial Park is available to the west of Davis Lake, and Sasquatch and
Kilby Provincial Parks to the east. BC Hydro offers a similar recreational opportunity on
the east arm of Stave Lake.
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Relationship to Other Land Use Planning
This management plan for Davis Lake Provincial Park builds on the approved 1980
Master Plan for the park and recreation/conservation strategies outlined in the 1996
Lower Mainland Protected Area Strategy. The plan is influenced by management plans
on surrounding public lands, in particular the recreation plans of BC Hydro, the
Municipality of Mission and the Fraser Valley Regional District.
For Davis Lake Park, the plan is intended to complement these other plans and to provide
recreational opportunities in a natural environment for the inspiration, use and enjoyment
of the public. These opportunities will focus on partially meeting the demand for
camping, day-use areas and outdoor education and interpretation within the Mission area
and within the Lower Mainland region.

Management Issues
The plan addresses a number of management issues raised by the public and identified by
BC Parks. These issues include:

Conservation Issues
•

•
•

Managing rare and fragile ecosystems such as the pure hemlock stand located at the
south-east end of Davis Lake. The area contains steep slopes and large alluvial fans
at the base of Murdo Creek where potential erosion could be damaging to the
ecosystem.
Managing general wildlife habitat.
Preserving the biological diversity of the area. Many different vegetation types,
including a great number of moss and lichen species and some large specimens of
cedar and hemlock, are trees found in the area.

Recreation Issues
•
•
•

•

Addressing unregulated use that has led to significant environmental impacts.
Managing vehicle and trail access to facilitate the public use of the park for
recreational and educational/interpretive uses.
Meeting recreation demands for the Mission – Matsqui area by providing a warmwater, small lake park experience with opportunities for individual and group
camping, day-use, and outdoor education and interpretation activities.
This
development will relieve some pressure from surrounding recreation areas with
similar resources.
Contributing to recreation facility priorities at a regional level.
Based on
demographics and existing park developments in the Lower Mainland, there is a need
for facilities to support group camping, warm-water day use access and interpretation.
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The Role of the Park
Provincial and Regional Context
Davis Lake Provincial Park, together with the surrounding protected areas including
Golden Ears, Rolley Lake, Cultus Lake, and Sasquatch Provincial Parks, provides a broad
area for recreational opportunities in the lower Fraser Valley of British Columbia. The
park contributes to the protection of significant natural, cultural and recreational features
in the Lower Mainland.
Davis Lake is a small, warm water lake typical of the Fraser Valley area and comparable
to other nearby protected lakes such as Rolley Lake and Alice Lake. Davis Lake
Provincial Park provides water-based recreational opportunities including overnight
camping with some day- use, fishing, boating, hiking, and outdoor education activities in
a secluded setting close to a largely populated area.
This park, although it provides similar opportunities as nearby provincial parks, also
represents unique ecology not commonly found in the area. A pure stand of western
hemlock, large cedar stumps with interpretive value, diverse vegetation and land forms,
and prime bird habitat all provide for a unique recreational and interpretive experience.

Conservation Role
In keeping with the defined conservation goals of BC Parks’ protected area system, the
conservation goals for Davis Lake Provincial Park are:
•
•
•

To conserve special biological features such as a pure western hemlock stand and
prime bird habitat.
To conserve representative and diverse elements of the Coastal Western Hemlock
biogeoclimatic zo ne.
To preserve a natural setting for educational and recreational use by the public.

Tourism and Outdoor Recreation Role
Davis Lake has the potential to provide a broad spectrum of opportunities for recreation
in the Lower Mainland. The outdoor recreation and tourism roles that this park serves
are:
•

To provide water-based recreational activities in a small- lake setting close to a
populated area which will help satisfy regional outdoor recreation demands for group
and individual camping and day- use.
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Outdoor Education/Interpretation Role
•

To provide an opportunity for outdoor education and interpretation activities.

Cultural Heritage Role
•

To protect potential cultural heritage features associated with First Nation and
European use of the park.

Figure 2: Davis Lake
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Vision Statement
Davis Lake Provincial Park is centered on a small lake where fishing and camping
opportunities will be developed in an effort to contribute to the need for outdoor, waterbased recreation in the region. Deer Lake and Hicks Lake in Sasquatch Provincial Park
and Rolley Lake and Alice Lake provide similar opportunities in this area of the
Province, however, Davis Lake is a site where mainly visitors from Mission, Matsqui,
Agassiz and Abbotsford will retreat for inspiration, use and enjoyment in a natural
setting.
Because the public has enjoyed a very secluded, rustic experience on this lake,
development of the park will enhance this type of experience. Use will be limited and the
main users will be tent and vehicle campers, small-lake anglers, and outdoor education
enthusiasts. The facilities to be developed will adhere to the qualities of a rustic
experience. A group campground will be developed as a basis for outdoor education and
interpretive programs. Campsites focusing on the beach area and limited day access and
parking will be provided.

Relationship with First Nations
BC Parks had limited information on the use of the park by First Nations. An
archeological assessment of the immediate lake environment found no record of
archeological sites. However, further archeological assessment is required.
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Park Zoning
Zoning is a planning procedure used to organize a provincial park into comprehensive
land and water units based on management objectives.
Davis Lake Provincial Park will be zoned for Intensive Recreation, Natural Environment,
and Special Features (Figure 2). The small area zoned as Intensive Recreation will be
used for public vehicles to access the park and developments. The Special Features Zone
will cover especially sensitive and unique areas. The Natural Environment Zone will
cover the remaining area of the park and will encompass only trail development.

Intensive Recreation Zone
The objectives for the Intensive Recreation Zone are to provide for a variety of facilityoriented recreational opportunities. Approximately 60 hectares will be zoned for
Intensive Recreation at the north end of the lake where a 20 unit vehicle campground and
a 20 unit walk-in campground will be developed. A limited day use area, providing
access to the lake for the loading and unloading of car-top boats and for swimming and
picnicking, will also be developed.
The south end of the lake will be developed as a group campground and interpretive area
that will be associated with Golden Ears outdoor education program. The road that
provides access to the park and the park developments will also be included in this zone.

Natural Environment Zone
The objectives for the Natural Environment Zone are to provide for intermediate levels of
outdoor recreational opportunities/uses in a natural setting. Most of the park area (130
ha) will be included in this zone where no motorized activities will be allowed.
Development of the Davis Lake Trail around Davis Lake will provide hiking
opportunities from the north end of the campground, around the west side of the lake,
through the pure hemlock stand and over the alluvial fan at the base of Murdo Creek.
The McDonald Trail will branch off the Davis LakeTrail to provide access to McDonald
Falls. These trails will both be accessed by development of the north end of the park.
Davis Lake itself will be included in this zone, accommodating non- motorized canoes,
kayaks, and rowboats as well as swimmers and waders.
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Special Features Zone
The Special Features Zone calls for preservation and presentation of the natural and
cultural features. This type of zoning permits restricted recreation and interpretive use
with minimal impact.
The broad alluvial fan at the south end of the lake at the base of Murdo Creek creates
highly sensitive bird habitat. The pure western hemlock stand of trees and the outlet of
Davis Lake will be included in the Special Features Zone. In this zone, the Davis Lake
Trail will be an interpretive trail, providing the only access and restricting any intensive
recreation activities.

Figure 4: Western Hemlock Forest
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Managing Natural, Cultural & Recreational Values
General Management Policies
Park management will be directed towards conserving the natural and cultural values
found within the park, while providing a variety of compatible outdoor recreation
activities. As such, the principles of conservation management in Davis Lake Park will
emphasize managing human impacts to prevent or minimize degradation of natural
ecological process and cultural features.
This section outlines management objectives and actions which provide general direction
regarding park management and identifies priorities for specific manageme nt actions.
These objectives and actions reflect the Park Act and the Park Act Regulations.

Land and Resource Tenures
Presently, there are two park use permits in effect in the Davis Lake area (Figure 5).
The Ministry of Forests holds a permit to use the main road, which runs through the
provincial park to the north-east of Davis Lake, for access to the Douglas Provincial
Forest. This permit expires in June 2007.
The second permit expires in September 2009 and is held by the Golden Ears Outdoor
Learning Society for field camp purposes. This permit allows the construction of a
structure, which would be the basis of an outdoor learning centre, and occupation of 5
kilometers square radius (sic) of parkland at the south end of Davis Lake. The structure
would be provincially owned and would coincide with the proposed group campground at
the south end of the lake. This structure is still in the planning stages.
Management Objective:
•

To manage existing permits.

Management Strategy
•

Clarify and revise if necessary, the terms of the permit issued to the Golden Ears
Outdoor Learning Centre with respect to area (5 square kilometer radius), type of
overnight accommodation, food services and special events envisioned and
regulation and prohibition of move ment of the public within the permit area.
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Water
Nestled in the narrow steep-sided valley that runs generally north-south, Davis Lake is
the park's principal recreation feature. The lake is approximately 1,000 metres long, 450
metres wide, has a maximum depth of 30 metres and covers an area of 26 hectares. Its
elevation is slightly over 180 metres above sea level. The total length of shoreline is
about 2500 metres consisting primarily of steep, heavily vegetated, rocky slopes with the
exception of two small sand and fine gravel beaches totaling about 500 metres in length.
The two small beaches are situated at both the north and south ends of the lake and are
currently used by both campers and day users. The water is warm during the summer
months and the lake level does not fluctuate more than 1 to 1.5 metres over the year. The
foreshore fronting the beach at the south end of the lake has a very steep drop off making
it hazardous for family bathing.
The steep valley walls contain many stream cha nnels that cascade over the granodiorite
bedrock and form alluvial fans on the valley bottom. Murdo Creek is the main stream
feeding Davis Lake at the south end. The creek contains McDonald Falls, a 12 meter
vertical descent onto the valley floor. Several flood channels have been carved through
an alluvial fan and through the process of erosion and deposition, the beach at the south
end of the lake was formed. This alluvial fan has given rise to a unique and rather
sensitive ecosystem that should be protected for educational and interpretive value.
Generally, the steep valley walls and logging activity on the adjacent lands have
contributed significantly to unpredictable drainage patterns within the park area. Some
10 years ago, the main creek at the south end of the lake was cleared of logs and debris.
This clearing allowed the stream flush to increase, clearing out any excess substrates,
exposing the gravel and creating a more hospitable place for fish spawning. This was
done to enhance the coastal cutthroat trout population.
Management Objective:
•

To protect the water quality of the lake and its tributaries.

Management Strategies:
•
•

Design and locate all facilities to minimize risk of contaminating water sources
protect delicate alluvial fans, the small beaches, and the surrounding ecosystems.
Prohibit motorized boats on the lake.
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Vegetation
Located within the Coastal Western Hemlock Biogeoclimatic Zone, the park has been
previously logged. The existing vegetation is Western hemlock, Douglas- fir, and
Western red cedar interspersed with Douglas maple, alder, vine maple, salmonberry and
blue huckleberry. The most significant vegetative feature is the virtually pure stand of
western hemlock at the sound end of the lake. Much of this stand consists of large trees
ranging from 50 to 75 cm d.b.h. and 30 to 50 metres tall with a very open floor carpeted
with sword fern and deer fern. There are also several large red cedar stumps (2 to 3
metres d.b.h.) in this area. These have interpretation value because of the visible
springboard notches and there are western hemlock growing atop them. There is a large
number of small plant and moss species, which creates exceptional diversity, throughout
the park.
Management Objective:
•

To conserve park vegetation, protect unique ecosystems such as the pure hemlock
stand and use the diversity of the area as an interpretive tool.

Management Strategies:
•
•
•

Prevent any type of recreational use that compromises the ecological integrity, as
the area holds a great diversity in the number of vegetation species that are at risk
due to unstable soils and hydrological processes.
Assess the hazard trees on the alluvial fan south of the lake while recognizing
these trees are prime wildlife habitat.
Monitor bank erosions and consider the protection of the bank in cases where
outstanding tree specimens are threatened.

Terrestrial Wildlife
Because of the high level of floral diversity in such a small area, wildlife potential
terrestrially speaking, is great. Forested areas next to an open lake always provide
potential bird habitat and often spotted owl habitat. This area is no exception. The pure
hemlock stand, large diameter trees, nearby water and alluvial fans all provide prime
habitat for bears, ungulates, avian species, small mammals, reptiles and amphibians. The
alluvial fan at the south end of the lake had flooded previously, killing the trees.
Woodpeckers and sapsuckers as well as other avian species have since used these trees
for feeding and nesting.
Management Objective:
•

To protect wildlife values while providing an interpretive and educational outdoor
recreation experience for users.
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Management Strategies:
• Conduct a wildlife habitat inventory for the area.
• Develop a wildlife viewing strategy to enhance visitor experience and
appreciation for environmental sensitivity.

Aquatic Wildlife
In the aquatic environment, wildlife habitat is also excellent. Presently the lake supports
small cutthroat trout (10 to 23 cm in length) as well as squawfish minnow. Some inlets to
the lake were previously plugged with logging debris and have since been cleared. Fry
have been observed in one stream. Davis Creek, the outlet draining the lake, drops about
120 metres into Stave Lake. The vertical rise from Stave Lake to Davis Lake on the
creek may have considerable bearing on the fishery potential of Davis Lake. However,
the lake is stocked with 1200 cutthroat trout annually and would need to be in the future
to maintain an adequate sport fishery.
Management Objective:
• To conserve fish habitat and maintain fish stocks that will permit a sustainable
recreational fishery in Davis Lake.

Management Strategies:
• Develop a fishery management strategy that builds on current knowledge and
addresses lake stocking requirements and habitat protection priority.
• Design and locate all park facilities to minimize risk of disturbance to fish habitat
at streams and along lakeshores.
• Review stocking and management requirements for lakes within the park.

Cultural Heritage
No cultural history appears to be documented prior to 1900. In the early part of the 20th
century, several attempts were made at homesteading the area but none were successful.
During that time, selective timber cutting took place in the park area. During the 1940’s
the Whonnock Lumber Company logged the area to the north of Davis Lake and
presently active logging is being carried out to the north and east of the park.
There are no recorded archaeological sites within the park. However, there is a
monument to Murdock McDonald (one of the homesteaders who apparently drowned in
the lake) situated near Murdo Creek at the south end of the lake.
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Management Objective:
• To determine the extent of cultural features in the park and if found, protect them.
Management Strategy:
• Prepare a Cultural History Theme document.

Visual Landscape
Davis Lake Park, including the lake itself, is an enclosed landscape due to the abundance
and age of the vegetation. Any areas that are susceptible to forest harvesting are in the
distance where they do not stand out when viewed from Davis Lake.
Management Objective:
• To maintain and enhance the visual quality of Davis Lake Provincial Park, park
access roads, and the surrounding area for the enjoyment of the park visitors.
Management Strategy:
• Liaise with the Ministry of Forests regarding harvesting plans and visual quality
objectives for the surrounding area where these areas may be viewed from the
park.
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Managing Opportunities for Outdoor Recreation
Davis Lake Provincial Park provides opportunities to help meet the local and regional
demand for outdoor recreation including day use, camping, hiking, angling, and boating,
as well as group camping and outdoor education and interpretation. These opportunities
will be limited by geography and developed at an appropriate level in accordance to the
environmental sensitivity of the area. Precaution will be taken in facility development to
avoid major soil disturbances in sensitive areas. Division policy concerning environment
assessment, hazard trees and public safety will be applied in this area.

Access
Park users access Davis Lake via Sylvester Forest Access Road travelling north from
Mission. Just north of the park boundary, a secondary road descends south back down
the slope to Davis Lake. This road’s grade and alignment necessitate its relocation to the
west.
The Weatherhead Creek area to the north west of the park provides exceptional recreation
opportunities and access to Stave Lake.
Management Objectives:
•
•
•

To maintain motor vehicle access to the park developments at the north end of the
lake.
To restrict motor-vehicle access to the south end of the lake for group site users
and outdoor learning facility users.
To provide a scenic entrance to the park.

Management Strategies:
•
•
•
•

Encourage the Ministry of Forests to maintain roadside vegetation along the
Forest Service access road south of the park
Provide vehicle access roads and parking lots to future park developments at the
north end of Davis Lake
Add, to the park, a portion of the Douglas Provincial Forest that contains the
proposed relocated access road to the north end of Davis Lake.
Study Weatherhead Creek area as a possible addition to the park (Figure 6).
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Day Use
Because of the small area of beach at the north and south ends of the lake, and the
relative instability of the land due to hydrological attributes, the amount of development
for day use will be limited. A staging area will be developed for anglers, day-hikers and
sunbathers.
Management Objective:
•

To provide for limited day use.

Management Strategies:
•
•

Develop a ten-car parking area at the north end of the lake for day hikers and
provide beach access for anglers and waders.
Develop a boat launch area where car-top boats can be loaded and unloaded.

Frontcountry Camping
The park presents the opportunity to provide limited front country camping to help meet
local and regional demand.
Management Objectives:
•
•

To provide a vehicle access and a walk- in camping exp erience at the north end of
Davis Lake.
To provide an area for group camping that is affiliated with outdoor learning and
interpretation in Golden Ears Provincial Park.

Management Strategies:
•
•

Develop a 20 site walk-in campground and a 20 site vehicle access campground.
Develop a group campground at the south of Davis Lake.

Hiking
Because of the diverse ecosystem in the park, hiking trails will be built for the public to
experience these natural features. These trails will be included in the Natural
Environment Zone and will access natural features in the Special Features Zone.
Management Objective:
•

To provide hiking opportunities around the west side of the lake and through the
Special Features Zone on the Davis Lake Trail, as well as access to McDona ld
Falls by way of McDonald Trail.
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Management Strategies:
•
•
•

Construct and maintain the Davis Lake Trail as a Type II trail to offer trail access
to the south end of the lake, and through the Special Features Zone.
Construct and maintain McDonald Trail to access McDonald Falls from the lake.
Deactivate and rehabilitate the upper section of McDonald Trail from the main
access road.

Figure 7 shows the overall development concept for Davis Lake.

Fishing and Hunting
Presently, there is a limited fishery in Davis Lake due to the small populations of
cutthroat trout. However, it is stocked annually with some 1200 fish and will be
enhanced for the purpose of maintaining a sport fishery for local users.
Management Objective:
•

To maintain a recreational fishing experience at Davis Lake.

Management Strategy:
•

As the lake’s fishery is not presently self- sustaining, an enhancement program
involving both habitat improvement and stocking projects is required.

The Park is closed to hunting because of its size and recreation use.

Boating
The size of Davis Lake and the rustic nature of the area calls for non- motorized boats
only to access the lake for boating and fishing.
Management Objective:
•

To provide a safe and appropriate opportunity for boating on a small lake.

Management Strategies:
•
•

Prohibit outboard motor use on the lake.
Provide launching opportunities for canoes, kayaks, sailboards and rowboats.
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Horseback Riding
The small size of the park and the lack of demand for horseback riding around Davis
Lake indicates that the development of riding trails is unnecessary.

Mountain and Motorized Biking
The small size and rustic nature of the park is not conducive to mountain or authorized
biking throughout the park. However, opportunities exist adjacent to the park in the
Provincial Forest.

Commercial Recreation Opportunities
Because of the small size of the park, and existing commercial opportunities at the
turnoff to the park on the Lougheed Highway, no commercial services will be offered at
Davis Lake.

Communications
Communicating information about the park is an important aspect of this plan. Increased
awareness provides major support for management strategies and decisions. BC Parks
will liaise with the tourism sector in Mission in order to communicate park information to
the public.

Information and Awareness
BC Parks provides information in brochures and a variety of publications. As well, the
park is highlighted in a number of guidebooks. The development of Davis Lake
Provincial Park will be promoted so the public is aware of the new facilities.

Management Objective:
•

To ensure that the public is aware of the park facilities and recreation opportunity.

Management Strategies:
•
•

Provide local tourism and information centres with updated information on the
park’s natural warm- water lake and recreation opportunities.
Coordinate information with the Lower Mainland Region’s park system as a
whole.
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In-Park Information
Information will be provided to park visitors for the purpose of informing them about the
type of recreation that is available at Davis Lake.
Management Objective:
•

To provide the park visitors with adequate information on park facilities,
availability, safety information, and interpretive and outdoor educational
opportunities found in Davis Lake Provincial Park.

Management Strategy:
•

Install information shelters to provide information on the park features, facilities,
and safety regulations

Natural and Cultural Heritage Education
The ecological diversity found at Davis Lake Provincial Park provides opportunities for
the public to learn more about their surroundings. The Golden Ears Outdoor Learning
Program will aid in providing this type of awareness to the park users. Education helps
the public to understand the need for respect for the environment.
Management Objectives:
•

To provide educational opportunities that describe the unique interpretive values
within the park.
• To use the Golden Ears Outdoor Learning Program to facilitate outdoor learning
and ecological awareness.

Management Strategy:
•

Develop the south end group campground as a site for an outdoor education
program in association with Golden Ears Outdoor Education Program
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Implementation
The following is the priority for implementing strategies in the park.

High Priority Strategies
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prepare a cultural history theme document.
Prohibit motorized boats on the lake.
Implement conceptual plan for camping and day use.
Add relocated access road to the park once development is complete.
Construct and maintain Davis Lake Trail as a Type II trail to the south end of the
lake, and through the Special Features Zone.
Construct and maintain McDonald Trail to access McDonald Falls from the lake.
Provide information on the park features, facilities, and safety regulations.
Encourage Ministry of Forest to maintain aesthetics along Forest Services Road
south of the park.

Task or Project Strategies
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clarify, and revise if necessary, the terms of Golden Ears Outdoor Learning
Centre permit plan.
Assess the hazard trees on the alluvial fan south of the lake while recognizing
these trees are prime wildlife habitat.
Conduct wildlife habitat inventory for the area
Develop a wildlife viewing strategy to enhance visitor experience and
appreciation for environmental sensitivity.
Develop a fishery management strategy that builds on current knowledge and
addresses lake stocking requirements and habitat protection priority
Review stocking and management requirements for lakes within the park
Liaise with the Ministry of Forests regarding harvesting plans and visual quality
objectives for the surrounding area.
Deactivate and rehabilitate the upper section of McDonald Trail from the main
access road.
Provide local tourism and information centres with updated information with
emphasis placed on the park’s natural warm-water lake and recreation
opportunities.
Study Weatherhead Creek as a possible park addition.

Ongoing or Monitoring Strategies
•
•

Monitor bank erosions and consider the protection of the bank in cases where
outstanding tree specimens are threatened.
Design and locate all facilities to minimize risk of contaminated water sources
and of disturbance to habitat.
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