


























Figure 4: Facility Development Map
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Upland Activities for Sea Kayakers at Feather Cove

In general, recreation activities within Malaspina Provincial Park will be managed for
terrestrial opportunities. The exception to this guideline will occur at Feather Cove where
campsites will be managed for use by sea kayakers. This direction is intended to encourage
sea kayakers to move out of Malaspina Inlet away from mariculture areas, to encourage
kayak activity away from sensitive marine water quality areas, and to provide a safe midway
camping destination for kayakers between the outer areas of Desolation Sound and
Malaspina Inlet. This is the only area within Malaspina Provincial Park where non-terrestrial
recreation will be managed for.

Objective:
To manage for upland use by sea kayakers of the Feather Cove area.

Strategies:

e Provide information on Feather Cove to sea kayakers as part of broader sea kayak
information sources. Messages should focus on encouraging sea kayakers to explore
the outer areas of Desolation Sound.

e Monitor sea kayak use at Feather Cove and, as appropriate, provide information or
facility adjustments appropriate for sea kayak use.

Fishing

The only location suitable for fishing within Malaspina Provincial Park is Wednesday Lake.
Presently the lake is not being artificially stocked and fishing use is relatively low. Provincial
policy directs that parks be managed for natural processes and generally fish stocking is
discouraged. In addition, fish stocking would encourage higher levels of use and therefore
would not be compatible with the original directions under which the park was created.

Objective:
To maintain a non-stocked recreational fishing opportunity at Wednesday Lake.

Strategies:

e In partnership with provincial fisheries staff, maintain sustainable non-stocked
recreational fishing opportunity at Wednesday Lake.

Hunting

Malaspina Provincial Park is included as part of Management Unit 2-12. Species
currently open to harvest (dependant on regulations) include black-tailed deer, black
bear, wolf, coyote, racoon, skunk, snowshoe hare, bobcat, cougar, upland game birds
and waterfowl. Current hunting pressure within the park is not measured but, due to
both limited access and low species populations, is known to be light in comparison
to other areas of MU 2-12.
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Objective:

To maintain hunting as an accepted activity within the park subject to sustainability
of wildlife populations, protection of conservation values, and public safety.

Strategies:

e In partnership with provincial wildlife staff, manage and maintain sustainable and
safe hunting within the park. This will include consideration of wildlife populations
and hunting activity to determine effects of hunting opportunities. Implement
management actions as appropriate.

Other Activities

BC Parks’ policy provides for a variety of recreation activities to take place across British
Columbia’s parks system. However, not all of these activities are suitable for each individual
park such as Malaspina. This may be due to their impacts on the environment, impacts on
other users, the availability of other opportunities within close proximity to the park, or to the
lack of appropriate facilities. Mountain biking, off road motorized activities, and the use of
horses or other pack or riding animals are not acceptable activities for Malaspina Provincial
Park. Table 2 provides additional information on activities within the park.

Commercial Recreation Opportunities

Commercial operations can provide a diversity of opportunities and enhanced experiences for
park visitors. This is particularly relevant for inexperienced visitors. Commercial recreation
opportunities exist within Malaspina Park related to guided hiking, nature appreciation
activities and sea kayak guiding at Feather Cove. However, any commercial activities must
be carefully reviewed in the context of the guidelines established during the designation of
the park. Guided activities can occur but must be managed for low-impact terrestrial
opportunities and, with the exception of Feather Cove, for no marine-based commercial
recreation use of the park.

More extensive, broader based and complementary commercial recreation opportunities exist
in both adjacent park and non-park areas. This includes significant lodge and resort
opportunities.

Objectives:

Support appropriate commercial recreation while protecting the conservation and water
quality values of Malaspina Provincial Park.

Strategies:

e Manage commercial activities for low impact, low levels of use, terrestrial
opportunities over most of the park area. Manage for sea kayak guiding at Feather
Cove as appropriate. Review any commercial activity in the context of the original
guidelines for the establishment of the park.

e Lodge and other roof accommodations will not be considered due to the sensitivity of
fresh and marine water quality within the provincial park and the potential for
impacts to shellfish/finfish operations in the foreshore.
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3.5 Visitor Information

Management Messages

The key management messages will be the protection and management of the park’s
conservation and recreation values, protection of the adjacent marine water quality, and the
safe and appropriate use of the park. These messages should be delivered in a manner that
builds support and understanding within the general public and with stakeholders.

Awareness

The park will be included in standard brochures, maps and on the BC Parks website. The
park will be shown as a semi-wilderness backcountry destination suitable for hiking and
backcountry camping. Information will also be provided on the sea kayak camping
opportunity at Feather Cove.

Malaspina Provincial Park was established as a low-intensity use park: therefore, BC Parks
will not actively promote increased use levels for the park. The park is located away from
any direct road connections, and formal highway or road signage directing the public to the
park will not be established by BC Parks.

Natural and Cultural Heritage Education

Education themes will focus on the unique values found in the CWHxm1 biogeoclimatic
subzone, on the interactions between upland areas and the marine environment, and on the
values and activities found in adjacent areas. In cooperation with the Sliammon First Nation,
themes focused on First Nations use of the area may also be explored.

Education signs will not be widespread within the park but may be placed at major trailheads,
at campsite areas, or at significant viewpoints. Interpretive messages may be included within
brochures or other information sources.

Visitor Information Objectives:

To provide to recreational users and the wider community key management messages on the
protection and management of the park’s conservation and recreation values, protection of
the adjacent marine water quality, and the safe and appropriate use of the park.

Strategies:

e Provide on the BC Parks website information on the park’s conservation and
recreation values, on the need to minimize impacts and to protect the adjacent marine
water quality, on the need to respect adjacent activities, on the types of recreation
activity appropriate for the park, and on ethics and methods for appropriate use of
backcountry areas. Include similar messages on any brochures or maps produced for
the park.

e Provide signage at Sarah Point, Wednesday Lake, and Cochrane Bay with
information on the park, the need to protect adjacent water quality, and the need to
respect adjacent activities.

e Signage within the park should generally be minimal.
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4.0 Plan Implementation

This section provides direction on the priorities as identified through discussions with First
Nations, stakeholder, public, and staff discussions. Implementation of specific actions will
ultimately depend upon the availability of resources, the viability of projects, and the
changing circumstances or pressures within the park. The strategies below are not listed in a
priority ranking. Overall, implementation of strategies will focus on the five key
considerations — protection of First Nations values, protection of natural values, protection of
marine and freshwater quality, provision of backcountry recreation, and support of the park’s
establishment guidelines.

The strategies shown below may be in a condensed form and will be implemented as they are
shown elsewhere in this management plan.

Priority Strategies

e In cooperation with Sliammon First Nation, identify traditional use areas and culturally
significant sites and develop strategies to protect these sites.

e Work cooperatively with Ministry of Forests and Range, Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure, and other agencies or land owners to ensure there continues to be no direct
road access to Malaspina Provincial Park with the exception of the Sarah Point trailhead.

e Manage Sarah Point and Malaspina Road as the two primary trailheads to the northern
portion of the Sunshine Coast Trail.

e Work cooperatively with Ministry of Forests and Range to maintain recreation vehicle
closures of secondary forest haul roads near the park boundary.

e Manage recreation activities and facilities to ensure no upland sources of pollution or
other impacts affect marine water quality.

e Design recreation facilities and manage activities to maintain the quality and diversity of
freshwater systems within the park. Provide park users with information on minimizing
impacts to water quality in the backcountry.

e Manage vegetation values to allow the natural succession from the existing second
growth conditions to a more diverse spectrum of plant types, sites and associations. In
particular, protect existing pockets of old growth forest.

e Implement a fire management plan in cooperation with the Ministry of Forests and
Range. The park will be closed to campfires.

e Work with agencies, organisations and individuals to identify, research and monitor
vegetation, particularly any rare or endangered species or plant communities. Develop a
more complete understanding and inventory of vegetation values.

e Work with agencies, organisations and individuals to identify, research and monitor
wildlife values, particularly any rare or endangered species or habitats. Develop a more
complete understanding and inventory of wildlife values.

e Work with adjacent land management activities to ensure consideration is given to
appropriate management for protection of visual values.
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Manage the trails within the park to minimize environmental or water quality impacts,
increase public safety, and improve the quality of the visitor experience.

Manage and restrict backcountry camping to locations at Sarah Point, Feather Cove and
the adjacent Cochrane Bay area.

Manage commercial activities for low impact, low levels of use, terrestrial opportunities.

Provide information on the park’s conservation and recreation values, on the need to
minimize impacts and protect the adjacent marine water quality, on the need to respect
adjacent activities, on the types of recreation activity appropriate for the park, and on
ethics and methods for appropriate use of backcountry areas.
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