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Presentation Notes
Good morning Ladies and Gentleman, my name is Jesal Shah and I’m a flood safety engineer with the province.  I’m here to discuss a few projects undertaken by the province to help local governments adapt to sea level rise.



Presentation Outline
• Legislative Framework for Flood Protection in BC

• Background

Mark Hobson/Wickaninnish Inn
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The topics to be briefly discussed in the presentation are as follows:



Legislative Framework
• Local Governments have the authority to manage 
land use in flood hazard areas (e.g. Local Government 
Act & Land Title Act)

• Province sets guidelines published under the 
Environmental Management Act
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For the last 7- 8 years, local governments have had the authority to manage flood prone areas.  

Under the Environmental Management Act, the Minister has broad powers to establish flood management regulations and guidelines such as the Flood Hazard Area Land Use Management Guidelines released in 2004. 

Local governments must consider guidelines before passing any floodplain bylaws and regulations.



Legislative Framework
Dike Maintenance Act 
• Province has authority to:

– Set design standards & promote 
best management practices

– Approve changes to dikes & new dikes

– Monitor management of works by 
local diking authorities

– Define responsibilities of diking authorities

West Richmond Dike
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DMA approvals are granted by the province to ensure dikes are properly built and/or reconstructed.



Diking Authority Responsibilities: 
• Owns the dike, acquires legal access and administers 
dike operations

• Inspects, maintains, repairs and restores works

• Responds to flood emergencies

Note: Majority of diking authorities
are local governments 

Okanogan County Public Works

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Majority of diking authorities are local governments 
(mainly municipalities and regional districts)




Background
• Projected Sea Level Changes for British Columbia in 
the 21st Century, December 2008
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In 2008, MoE released this document estimating SLR by 2100.  This created an impetus to put forth guidelines to help local governments address this risk.

As John, will discuss later, our current estimates are now on the extreme side of this table.  Better understanding of ice dynamics, it’s toward the high range.
Based on costs of raising dike heights, it’s imperative that we provide better accuracy.



• Natural Resources Canada providing $35M for 
programming to help adapt to a changing climate.

• $3.3M awarded to BC over 3 years: ~$180,000 to Flood 
Safety Section

• Sea Dike & Coastal Land Use Guidelines

• Coastal Floodplain Mapping Guidelines

Regional Adaptation Collaboratives (RAC)



Contact Info

• Jesal.Shah@gov.bc.ca

• 250‐387‐9962

Questions/Comments
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The goal of this workshop is gather important feedback to incorporate into the Ministry’s final offical policy regarding the sea dike & coastal land use guidelines.

Thank you for your time and if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.
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