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6.3  Web Resources 
 
The information presented in this section is intended to provide you with a diverse overview of 
some of the resources available on alternative stormwater practices and to give you a solid 
foundation for making your own explorations into the topic.  It will help familiarize you with the 
broad range of information and opinions existing on why integrated stormwater management 
practices, low impact development, and other closely related issues should be implemented.   
The inclusion of these websites does not reflect an endorsement of their services or products. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The links are organized into the following categories: 
 

 Manuals, Publications, and Regulations 

 Conservation Design, Sustainable Development, Smart Growth, and Low Impact 

Development 

 Best Management Practices 

 Other Stormwater Links 

 
Top Ten List of Resources: 
 

 Stormwater Planning: A Guidebook for British Columbia 

 GVRD Stormwater Source Control Posters 

 The Low Impact Development Centre 

 UBC James Taylor Chair in Landscape and Livable Environments  

 The Urban Land Institute 

 Street Edge Alternatives (SEA Streets) Project 

 Smart Growth 

 LID Urban Design Tools 

 Water Balance Model for BC 

 Center for Water and Watershed Studies 
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Manuals, Publications, and Regulations 

 Stormwater Planning – A Guidebook for British Columbia 
http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/epd/epdpa/mpp/stormwater/stormwater.html 
This guidebook provides a framework for effective stormwater management throughout 
the province. The stormwater planning guidebook — a new tool for local governments — 
presents a methodology for moving from planning to action that focuses on 
implementing early action where it is most needed. 

 James Taylor Chair in Landscape and Liveable Environments  
http://www.sustainable-communities.agsci.ubc.ca 
Resource guide on sustainable community design including publications, research, and 
design projects. 

 The Stewardship Centre for British Columbia 
http://www.stewardshipcentre.bc.ca/ 
The site is designed to foster awareness and provide step-by-step technical guidance to 
help British Columbians conserve land, water, and fish and wildlife habitat. The Web site 
is a knowledge centre and clearing house of information, including Stewardship Series 
guidebooks, an interactive library of case studies, a resource library and a wide range of 
environmental links.  

 State of Maryland Department of Environment  
http://www.mde.state.md.us/Programs/WaterPrograms/SedimentandStormwater/   
This link provides updates on Maryland's Stormwater Management Program including 
information on obtaining copies of The 2000 Maryland Stormwater Design Manual (Vol. I 
& II).  

 Washington State Department of Ecology  
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/9911.html  
Washington's Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington. Describes the 
stormwater management standard for all new development and redevelopment projects 
in the Puget Sound.  

 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
http://www.epa.gov/OW/index.html 
The Office of Water's guide to Environmental Protection Agency web sites and on-line 
and print agency publications dealing with urban surface water management.  
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Conservation Design, Sustainable Development, Smart Growth, and 
Low Impact Development 

 The Urban Land Institute 
http://www.uli.org  
The homepage of the Urban Land Institute, an organization with the mission of providing 
responsible leadership in the use of land towards enhancing the environment, offers 
design resources for housing, retail, office, and transportation development.  

 Center for Watershed Protection  
http://www.cwp.org/  
The homepage of the Center for Watershed Protection provides links to technical tools 
and publications.  

 Low Impact Development Center, Inc.  
http://www.lowimpactdevelopment.org  
The Low Impact Development Center is a non-profit water resources research group 
with a mission of conducting research and training on low impact development and 
sustainable stormwater management. Publications, pictures, and other resources are 
available on this site.  

 Low Impact Development Center – Selected LID Reference Materials 
http://www.lowimpactdevelopment.org/cenews/  
Supplement to Low Impact Development: Stormwater Management Meets 
Environmental Protection in July 2004 CE News. 

 Smart Growth Network  
http://smartgrowth.org  
The Smart Growth Network, whose goal is to encourage development to better serve the 
economic, environmental, and social needs of communities, offers diverse information 
on sustainable urban design and the cost of urban sprawl as well as networking 
resources.  

 Sustainable Sources  
http://www.greenbuilder.com/ 
A list of links to sustainable development resources including environmentally friendly 
housing design concepts, a directory of sustainable development professionals, 
conference listings, and commercial sites.  

 American Forests  
http://www.americanforests.org/  
The American Forests homepage includes news, links, publications and information on 
the use of trees to protect the environment. Included in the site is a link to the Trees, 
Cities and Sprawl section which contains information and resources on urban forestry 
and resource protection.  
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 The Stormwater Manager’s Resource Center 
http://www.stormwatercenter.net/  
The Stormwater Center offers resources to assist decision-makers and the public on 
stormwater management issues. Resources include publications and manuals, slide 
shows, ordinance information, monitoring and assessment methods, and best 
management practices factsheets.  

 Herbert Dreiseitl Design  
http://www.dreiseitl.de/en/index.html  
The homepage of Herbert Dreiseitl Design, a German design firm specializing in 
ecological urban design including such techniques as the integration of green roofs, 
solar energy, and urban water systems.  

 Urban Design Tools 
http://www.lid-stormwater.net/ 
The LID Center provides one of the most comprehensive sources of LID practices on the 
internet.  The Center’s ftp site contains resources available for public download, it has a 
large collection of articles concerning LID and related issues, and its links page contains 
an excellent compilation of internet sources related to LID. 

 Greater Vancouver Regional District – Sustainable Region Initiative 
http://www.gvrd.bc.ca/sustainability/ 
The goal of the Sustainable Region Initiative (SRI) is to provide a framework, vision, and 
action plan for Greater Vancouver based on the concept of sustainability that embraces 
economic prosperity, community well-being, and environmental integrity. 

 Bielinski Homes 
http://www.bielinski.com/conservation/conservationPPT.htm 
Bielinski Homes is the largest home builder in Wisconsin which adopted a new direction 
toward Conservation Development in 1998.  This powerpoint presentation highlights the 
benefits of conservation development 

 Hidden Creek at the Darby 
http://www.hiddencreekdarby.com/home.asp  
Hidden Creek at the Darby, a planned community in central Ohio was constructed with 
sustainable development design concept. The website offers information and photos 
about the development.  
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Best Management Practices 

 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
http://www.epa.gov/owm/mtb/mtbfact.htm  
The Office of Wastewater Management of the Office of Water provides downloadable 
factsheets on best management practices for urban stormwater, including bioretention, 
porous pavement, wet detention ponds, and many more.  

 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
http://www.epa.gov/owow/nps/urban2.html  
The Office of Water has an on-line publication entitled Techniques for Tracking, 
Evaluating, and Reporting the Implementation of Nonpoint Source Control Measures--
Urban containing technical information and methods for evaluating stormwater best 
management practices.  

 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
http://www.epa.gov/OST/stormwater/  
The Office of Water provides an on-line version of the "Preliminary Data Summary of 
Urban Stormwater Best Management Practices," a study conducted to explore the use of 
best management practices within the "Effluent Guidelines." The report includes a link to 
the Agency's National Stormwater Best Management Practice Database.  

 Bioretention/Raingardens Discussion Group 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bioretention/  
This website provides a forum to exchange ideas, discuss issues and problems, and 
share any other information related to bioretention.   

 RainGardens.org  
http://www.raingardens.org/  
Basic information is provided on the design and use of rain gardens.   This site is 
a partnership stormwater education project between West Michigan Environmental 
Action Council (WMEAC) and the City of Grand Rapids Environmental Protective 
Services.  

 Los Angeles County Department of Public Works 
http://ladpw.org/WMD/npdes/SUSMP_MANUAL.pdf  
A downloadable publication includes the purpose, advantages, limitations and technical 
design criteria for the construction of a shallow-depression bioretention system for runoff 
management. 

 National Association of Homebuilders  
http://www.toolbase.org/tertiaryT.asp?TrackID=&CategoryID=1438&DocumentID=2160  
A short on-line report from the Association's Technology Inventory entitled "Permeable 
Pavement" includes such information as installation details, a short benefit/cost analysis 
and product availability.  
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 National Association of Homebuilders - ToolBase Service 
http://www.toolbase.org/secondaryT.asp?TrackID=&CategoryID=1382   
An on-line report from the Association's Technology Inventory that includes installation 
details, a short benefit/cost analysis, and a short list of links.  

 Stormwater Center  
http://www.stormwatercenter.net/Assorted Fact 
Sheets/Tool6_Stormwater_Practices/Filtering Practice/Bioretention.htm 
A comprehensive document entitled "Stormwater Management Fact Sheet: Bioretention" 
provides detailed information on bioretention practices including applicability, design 
considerations and benefit/cost analysis.  

 Greenroofs.com  
http://www.greenroofs.com  
A clearinghouse of information to promote green roof interest and development. 
Greenroofs.com includes the history, technical details, international and North American 
projects and case studies, and a comprehensive annotated bibliography of green roofs 
literature.  

 Roofscapes Inc.  
http://www.roofmeadows.com  
The Roofscapes Inc. homepage includes information about their services, examples of 
green roof projects and the benefits of using green roofs in order to reduce runoff 
volume, increase insulation, and increase the aesthetic value of projects.  

 City Farmer, Canada's Office of Urban Agriculture 
http://www.cityfarmer.org/rainbarrel72.html  
A list of resources includes the Vancouver, British Columbia municipal rain barrel 
program as well as additional information on the international use of rain barrels in 
Japan, Australia and Great Britain.  

 Cornell University Urban Horticulture Institute 
http://www.hort.cornell.edu/department/faculty/bassuk/uhi/outreach/csc/  
The Urban Horticulture Institute presents an on-line slide presentation, Structural Soils 
Power Point Presentation, detailing the creation of structural soil and the benefits of its 
use in urban forestry applications  

 Puget Sound Water Quality Action Team  
http://www.psat.wa.gov/  
Resources on protecting the water quality and biological resources of Puget Sound. 
Programs for pollution prevention, natural resource protection, stormwater management, 
public education and involvement, and research are provided. 
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Other Stormwater Links 

 City of Lacey 
http://www.ci.lacey.wa.us/  
The City of Lacey's Zero Effect Drainage Discharge Ordinance (Title 14.31), an 
ordinance aimed at removing the effect of impervious surfaces on water resources, is 
found in the Title 14 Section of the City of Lacey Municipal Code.  

 City of Portland, Bureau of Environmental Services  
http://www.cleanrivers-pdx.org/  
Information about Portland's Clean River Works, including: a stormwater management 
manual, guidance on best management practices, and information on local watersheds.  

 City of Seattle  
http://www.ci.seattle.wa.us/util/surfacewater/bmp/default.htm 
Information on simple and effective best management practices for homeowners and 
businesses provided by the Seattle Public Utilities. The information includes everyday 
tips to protecting surface water.  

 City of Seattle – Natural Drainage Systems 
http://www.ci.seattle.wa.us/util/About_SPU/Drainage_&_Sewer_System/index.asp 
Information on Seattle Public Utilities’ alternative drainage systems with environmental 
and community benefits, current and completed projects, and technical information. 

 National Association of Home Builders Research Center 
http://www.nahbrc.org/index.asp 
The NAHB Research Center contains a wealth of home-related marketability and cost 
effectiveness data regarding alternative management  and green building practices that 
impact lot-scale and larger residential development. 

 An Internet Guide to Financing Stormwater Management 
http://stormwaterfinance.urbancenter.iupui.edu/home.htm 
This Web site is designed to help communities find ways to pay for stormwater 
management projects.  

 Water Bucket 
http://www.waterbucket.ca/ 
The vision of WaterBucket.ca is to provide a resource-rich, highly interactive “destination 
location” website for information and communication related to water sustainability in the 
Province of B.C. 


