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February 28, 2003
To the mapping practitioners, clients, and other interested parties:

As many of you are already aware the provincial government, specifically the Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat Inventory Section, TIB, MSRM, is no longer responsible for the quality assurance of project deliverables associated with Terrestrial Ecosystem Mapping (TEM) and Predictive Ecosystem Mapping (PEM). Provincial responsibilities with respect to project deliverables are to determine if, upon delivery, the final project data is in compliance with the provincial standards and can be loaded into the provincial data warehouse. Under this new QA process, the Quality Assurance of TEM and PEM deliverables is to be completed by third party QA contractors. It is now the responsibility of the client (via QA contractors) to ensure all data is in compliance with the current RISC standard(s). It is also now the responsibility of the client to deliver all final TEM/PEM products to the province, including the relevant QA documentation. 
To supplement this change in the QA process, Guidelines to Quality Assurance have been created for both TEM and PEM. The attached DRAFT documents outline the suggested procedures for undertaking QA of TEM and PEM project deliverables.  These QA procedures are being provided at the present time to allow for their use as an interim QA Guideline. Note the next and “final” version of the QA guidelines will combine these separate QA documents to create a single TEM and a single PEM QA guideline. QA guidelines have also been developed for Describing Terrestrial Ecosystems in the Field, Wildlife Habitat Ratings, and Wildlife Species Inventory. Once finalized the QA documents will be posted on the RISC website. Comments and recommendations are welcome; please use the TEM change management process available through the TEM website (http://srmwww.gov.bc.ca/rib/wis/tem/change.htm).
Please note the recommended qualifications for individuals performing TEM/PEM QA are provided within the guidelines. TEM certification is a requirement for all individuals performing map review. Describing Terrestrial Ecosystems in the Field (DTEIF) certification is a requirement for all individuals reviewing ecosystem field sampling. Therefore individuals who are interested in performing QA should ensure they are listed as certified in the appropriate discipline(s). A list of certified TEM and DTEIF practitioners is available on the Forestry Continuing Studies Network (FCSN) website (http://www.fcsn.bc.ca). If you have any questions regarding your certification status please contact FCSN.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the new QA process, and/or any other TEM/PEM related materials, please contact:

Corey Erwin (Ecology)

email: Corey.Erwin@gems9.gov.bc.ca
 tel: (250) 387-2031

Jo-Anne Stacey (Ecology) 

email: Joanne.Stacey@gems3.gov.bc.ca
 tel: (250) 952-6902

Deepa Spaeth-Filatow (Terrain) 
email: Deepa.Filatow@gems2.gov.bc.ca 
 tel: (250) 490-8241

Sincerely,

Andrew Harcombe
Manager, Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat Inventory, 
Tel: (250) 387-9798
Email: Andrew.Harcombe@gems2.gov.bc.caOnce printed, do NOT save this file as it contains a large graphic file
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