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Over 400,000 anglers enjoy fishing British
Columbia’s waters. If we are not careful, the
popularity that recreational freshwater fishing
enjoys may compromise not only the experience
anglers are seeking, but also contribute to decline
of some fish stocks, impact fish habitat and
increase conflicts between anglers.

Respect fish and treat them humanely.

Keep fish immersed in water until you identify the
species and its size. Limit your harvest to your needs
and never exceeding the legal limit.

Limit catch & release angling (see page 11).

Catch and release (C & R) done correctly results in

high survival rates. Since sub-lethal impacts may

occur, multiple captures through excessive C & R can

affect individual fish. Don't practice C & R when fish

may be under stress:

v/ while spawning

v in hot weather or warm water

Practise courtesy toward other anglers and

respect their rights.

Share the water with other users. Practise good

angling etiquette by:

¢/ moving around a water body in patterns
appropriate to your gear and local conditions;

v/ leaving adequate room between other anglers
and yourself, especially flyfishers.

Respect public and private property.

Always ask permission before entering private

property, including Indian Reserve land. Leave

natural areas as you found them, keep campsites

clean and be careful with campfires.

Angling opportunities provided for some species of fish (e.g., trout,

Rotational Angling

Enjoy the Experi

ence and Share the Opportunity.

Rick Avis

Rotational
angling is a
system which
can work well
regardless of
gear type, so
long as each
angler respects
the others’
methods.

As angling pressures increase, the need for
courtesy and an angling code of conduct has
become more evident.

"Rotation angling" is a system designed to
encourage everyone on a stretch of river to
fish sequentially through it, whether wading

or from a boat. It was designed to allow each
angler an equal opportunity to spend some time
in the prime pools and riffles. Simply stated,

it means starting at the head of a pool or run
and following the immediate downstream
angler at a courteous distance, with everyone
progressing at a reasonable pace.

While rotation angling is not applicable to
all waters and conditions, it has become an
accepted practice on many of our Classified
Waters.

THE BASIC RULES ARE:
Avoid entering the water downstream
of another angler who is already
fishing, unless invited to do so;
Leave adequate room between the
downstream angler and yourself but
do not remain stationary unless no
one is following you;
After catching a fish, step out of the
line and return to the head of the
pool, or start of the line;
If you are not sure about the local
etiquette, avoid any problems by first
inquiring about the procedures from
the anglers already on the water.

Co-Existing with Spawning Salmon

char, whitefish) may have negative impacts on holding or spawning
salmon in the same river system. In many cases, angling for salmon
is prohibited during times when angling for other species remains
open. Anglers can minimize disturbances or incidental hooking of
salmon by adopting these simple voluntary measures:

Gear Selection

Use fishing gear which will effectively avoid hooking salmon. For
example, use fly fishing gear with a floating line and a dry fly. Sinking
lines or spoons are not recommended as spawning salmon can be
easily foul hooked. If the target species is smaller than the spawning
salmon, use of a light tippet is a good added measure.

Bait Selection

If bait is allowed, avoid using bait types which aggressively attract
salmon. Using bait such as worms, grasshoppers or other insects
will effectively avoid salmon yet attract other species such as trout
and whitefish.

Wading the River

Concentrate angling activity in areas of the river where salmon may
be less prevalent. For example, avoid deep pools where salmon

are holding prior to spawning. Also, avoid areas of shallow water
where you observe concentrations of spawning salmon and their

square meters in size and may be recognised by the appearance

of clean looking gravel which is loose and soft underfoot, as
opposed to firmer and darker gravel nearby. When newly formed,
redds will appear to be a depression with a mound of gravel on the
downstream side. Eggs will be buried in the mound of gravel and for
several metres downstream. Walking on the redds may kill buried
eggs, so please avoid them entirely.

With the cooperation of knowledgeable anglers, it is often possible
to maintain angling opportunities which might otherwise be
eliminated to protect vulnerable fish. Please adjust your angling
techniques accordingly.

Spawning sockeye salmon 0 Vance Hanna



A prize kokanee from one of B.C.’s large lakes.

1 Sheldon Sherman

Modern day Tom Sawyers prefer fishing over

chores.

3 Bonnie MacPherson

Custom Log Homes
Pre-Cut Cottage Packages
Specialty Wood Products:
=Timber Frame Components
«Custom Mouldings & Millwork Stock
*T&G Solid Wood Flooring & Decking
*1x6 / 2x6 T&G & 2x8 / 2x10 Log Siding
=Custom Cut Timbers & Fireplace Mantles

www.troutcreekhomes.com OR www.troutcreekenterprises.com

OUR DAMS ARE GOOD

FOR MORE THAN JUST

Yes, we've heard the puns. We've even made a few of them ourselves.
But the truth is that our dams have a lot more to offer than snickers. Like
incredible lakes, rivers, fishing, sandy beaches, awesome views, and
astounding feats of human engineering.

We provide family friendly recreation areas throughout the province around
the lakes and rivers that also provide us with hydro electric power. Many
of these areas offer opportunities for fishing as well as biking, hiking,
swimming, boating and more.

So come explore the source of all our power. We'll provide the dams, and
you provide the puns.

To start exploring today, visit bchydro.com or call 1 800 BC HYDRO
(1800 224 9376).

BChydro

FOR GENERATIONS Avg-688
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DEFINITIONS YOU SHOULD KNOW

adipose fin ... see diagram on page 10.

adult chinook salmon ... defined in the
Freshwater Salmon Supplement
(see page 4 in this Synopsis).

anadromous... swimming up rivers from the
ocean to spawn (for example, steelhead).

above ... when used in reference to a lake or
stream means “upstream of”.

angle ... see page 9.

angler ... a person who angles.

annual ... the licence year, beginning April 1
and ending on March 31.

artificial fly ... a single-pointed hook that
is dressed only with fur, feathers, hair,
textiles, tinsel and/or wire, and to which
no external weight or external attracting
device is attached. Two or more hooks tied
in tandem is not permitted. Where gear
is restricted to artificial flies, floats and
sinkers may be attached to the line.

bait ... see page 9.

barbless hook ... a hook without a barb on
any part of the hook, including both the
point and shank. Existing tackle may be
modified by completely removing the barb,
or by crimping the barb down so that its
point is flush against the shaft.

below ... when used in reference to a lake or
stream means “downstream of”.

chumming ... see page 9.

Classified Waters ... see page 8.

confluence ...a place where two streams
meet..

creek ... see streams.

day ... alegal fishing day runs from midnight
on one night to midnight on the following
night.

down-rigging ... see page 9.

fish ... means fin fish, shellfish and
crustaceans (such as crayfish) in any life
stage, including eggs.

fly fishing ... angling with a line to which only
an artificial fly is attached (floats, sinkers,
or attracting devices may not be attached
to the line when fishing is restricted to "fly
fishing only”).

hatchery trout ... in some waters, hatchery
trout may be harvested but wild trout must
be released. In these waters, hatchery trout
are marked before stocking by removal of
their adipose fin (see illustration on p. 10).
Therefore, these hatchery trout must have
a healed scar in place of the missing fin.

ice fishing ... see page 9.

kokanee ... a land-locked sockeye salmon.

landed immigrant ... a permanent resident of
Canada (as defined in federal statute).

Management Unit ... a Management Unit is
a subdivision of a region. For detailed maps

of Management Units, the British Columbia
Recreational Atlas is available at many
bookstores.

max ... abbreviation for maximum.

min ... abbreviation for minimum.

non-resident ... means you are nota
“resident”, but (a) you are a Canadian
citizen or landed immigrant, OR (b) your
primary residence is in Canada, AND you
have resided in Canada for the inmediately
preceding 12 months.

non-resident alien... means you are neither
a “resident” nor a “non-resident”.

ordinary residence ... a residential dwelling
where a person normally lives, with all
associated connotations including a
permanent mailing address, telephone
number, furnishings and storage of
automobile; the address on one’s driver's
licence and automobile registration, where
one is registered to vote. A motor home
or vessel at a campsite or marina is not
considered to be an ordinary residence.

possession quota ... the number of fish of
any species that an angler may have in his/
her possession at any given time, EXCEPT
at place of ordinary residence (see above).
In most instances, the possession quota is
two times the daily quota. See Tables for
exceptions.

resident ... means your primary residence
is in British Columbia, AND (a) you are
a Canadian citizen or landed immigrant,
AND have been physically present in
B.C. for the greater portion of each of 6
calendar months out of the immediately
preceding 12 calendar months, OR (b)
you are NOT a Canadian citizen or landed
immigrant, but have been physically
present in B.C. for the greater portion of
each of the immediately preceding 12
calendar months.

river ... see streams.

set line ... see page 9.

single hook ... a hook having only one point.
(In contrast, a treble hook is a hook having
three points on a common shaft.)
Note: use of a treble hook is permitted
unless “single hook” is specified.

slough ... a stagnant channel or backwater.

snagging (foul hooking)... hooking a fish
in any other part of its body other than
the mouth. Attempting to snag fish of any
species is prohibited. Any fish willfully
or accidently snagged must be released
immediately.

spear fishing ... see page 9.

sport fishing ... fishing for recreation and
not for sale or barter. Sport fishing includes

angling, spear fishing, set lining and
crayfish trapping.

steelhead ... a rainbow trout longer than 50
cm in waters where anadromous rainbow
trout are found. Both hatchery and wild
steelhead may be found in B.C. waters.

streams ... flowing waters (rivers, sloughs
and creeks). Note that standing water
behind a beaver dam on a stream is
considered part of the stream.

stream mouth ... the point at which the
surface elevation of a stream and the water
body into which it flows are the same,
except as posted by signs or markers, or
otherwise defined.

tributaries ... all streams that contribute to a
larger stream or to a lake.

trout ... all regulations that apply to trout (as
a group) also apply to char unless char are
specifically excluded.

watershed ... all the streams and lakes that
drain the land into a named waterbody,
including the named waterbody itself.

wild trout ... in some waters, hatchery trout
may be harvested but wild trout must be
released. In these waters, wild trout will not
be marked as hatchery fish and will have a
normal adipose fin (see illustration on
page 10), or will have an unhealed scar in
place of that fin, if missing.

year ... the period beginning April 1 and
ending March 31 (the licence period).

/Freshwater game fish are defined as follows:

Trout Other
= rainbow trout = kokanee
= steelhead - Arctic grayling

== cutthroat trout == burbot (ling)
= brown trout - white sturgeon
Char == black crappie
== Dolly Varden == northern pike

= bull trout* »# yellow perch
== lake trout = walleye
= brook trout = goldeye
Whitefish =& inconnu
== lake whitefish == crayfish

= mountain whitefish

Bass

- largemouth bass

»» smallmouth bass

* any bull trout that you catch and keep must be counted

as part of your Dolly Varden quota
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90 YEARS OF FISHING HISTORY

Breathable Chest Waders

Soft & Breathable Material, Roll Down
Chest. Left & Right Formed Feet.

249%°

compare

compare

up to up to

$120

$170

Leather Wading 330GT2 Levelwind Trollin
Boots 9999 Reel one Piece Graphite Frame, & 99

Reinforced Stitching,
Felt Soles

Black Anodized Spool 350yrds/ 30Ib.

Shimano Cennan 10'6” Casting Rod 99
New C4S Construction Makes Rod Sensitive yet Durable

Cronclion

Octopus Hooks some of the
Best Hooks on the Market at a Very
Competitive Price

D-Shock 7’ Spinnin
299 combo Stainlesl:s) Steel SE)OL 1 999

Twist Buster Line Roller

VANCOUVER NEW WEST LANGLEY

36 West Cordova St. ‘ 502 Columbia St. ‘ 5501 204th St.

(604)-682-6644

(604)-526-4661

(604)-514-1774

"CREEK COMPANY

CALGARY EDMONTON

1107 33rd St. N.E.. ‘ 10411 82 Ave. ‘ 137th Ave. & 66th St.
(403)-248-6660 (780)-433-5503 (780)-456-1155

PRO SHOP SERVICE WITH GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES




LITHIUM-1ION

TECHNOLOGY

INTRODUCING THE NEW LINE OF
HIGH PERFORMANCE POWER TOOLS
FROM PORTER-CABLE:

www.portercable.com.



qug' N4 Yivers
TRUST FUND

The BC Living Rivers Trust Fund was created by a $21 million investment by the Province of B.C. and has allowed for
the creation of Living Rivers - Georgia Basin /Vancouver Island, various Skeena River initiatives and the
Fraser Salmon & Watersheds Program.

The Vision of Living Rivers - Georgia Basin / Vancouver The Fraser Salmon & Watersheds Program (FSVWP)
Island (LR-GB/VI) is healthy watersheds and sustainable functions by enabling groups to recognize the human
fish populations through shared responsibility, behaviours that threaten their local watersheds and to
stewardship and wise use of water. work with individuals, organizations and institutions to
Through partnerships, the LR-GB/VI focuses on change these behaviours.The FSWP enables its
improving water flows for fish, restoring river and proponents by providing strategic support, coordina-
estuarine habitats, enriching stream productivity, tion and resources in order to increase their resiliency
encouraging community participation, building First and effectiveness as agents of change.We are creating a
Nations capacity and facilitating adaptive water legacy of coordinated effort among First Nations,
management plans and pilot governance projects government agencies, community groups and
designed to lessen impacts of climate change on high corporations for the direct benefit of salmon,
priority watersheds. watersheds, and British Columbians.
LivingRivers.ca Livingrivers.ca/GBVI ThinkSalmon.com FSWP.ca

BRITISH - qu'tﬂ' WG rivers
COLUMBIA MlnlStry of GEORGIA BASIN

The Best Phceon Earth | EEIVIFONIMENt VANCOUVER ISLAND
BC CONSERVATION FOUNDATION

hag W Q} Fraser Basin Council
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New Location New Location
WELET 1L Grande Prairie
Calgary Winnipeg Saskatoon Grande Prairie

Phone: 403-253-5566 Phone: 204-663-1094 Phone: 306-931-4475 Opening Spring 2009

Lethbridge Edmonton Kamloops Nanaimo
Phone: 403-327-5760 Phone: 780-477-3737 Phone: 250-377-3966 Opening Spring 2009

Contact Us Today For Your FREE Catalogue
Toll Free: 1-800-696-0253 » Fax: 403-253-5660 * www.wholesalesports.com





