
STEELHEADARCTIC GRAYLING

Long dorsal fin (more than 17 rays)

WHITEFISH1

Large scales

Teeth weakly developed or absent

Adipose fin

BULL TROUT

No worm-like markings 
on dorsal fin

Whitish to pinkish spots, 
largest spots smaller than            
           pupil

Large, broad, 
flattened head

Upper jaw 
curves down

Body flattened 
on underside White leading edges on lower fins

DOLLY VARDEN

No worm-like markings 
on dorsal fin

Whitish to pinkish spots, 
largest spots smaller than            
           pupil

Oval, 
snake-like 
body

Head does not 
dominate body White leading edges on lower fins

KOKANEE1

No distinct black spots on sides

Long anal fin (13 or more rays)

LAKE TROUT1

Worm-like markings on back and dorsal fin

Tail deeply forked

BROOK TROUT
Red spots with blue halos Worm-like markings on 

back and dorsal fin

Pinkish-orange paired fins 
edged in white

No teeth in throat at back of tongue

Fork length 50 cm or more

COASTAL CUTTHROAT TROUT

Teeth in throat at 
back of tongue

Large mouth 
(extends well past eye) Red slash under lower jaw (may be faint)

Heavy spotting from front to rear

WESTSLOPE CUTTHROAT TROUT
Teeth in throat at 
back of tongue

Large mouth 
(extends well past eye) Red slash under lower jaw

Spots more numerous on 
posterior half of body

RAINBOW TROUT

Small black spots mostly restricted 
to above the lateral line

Radiating rows 
of spots on tail

No teeth in throat at back of tongue

BROWN TROUT

Black or brown spots, many 
with light halos

Adipose fin with spots

Tail with few or no spots

FRESHWATER 
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WALLEYE
Spiny anterior 
dorsal fin

BURBOT

Two dorsal fins

Single anal fin
Single barbel

Sharp, fang-like teeth

YELLOW PERCH

Spiny anterior dorsal fin Six to nine dark vertical bars

No fang-like teeth

Paired fins amber to bright orange

White corner on lower half of tail

BLACK CRAPPIE

Mouth 
extends to 
front edge 
of pupil

NORTHERN PIKE

Dorsal fin set far back

Long flattened snout

SMALLMOUTH BASS

Jaw extends to about middle of eye
Three short spines on anal fin

WHITE STURGEON1

Barbels Sides usually with small white spots

11 to 14 dorsal spines

CHINOOK SALMON2

Black mouth, black gums Round spots on both lobes of tail

COHO SALMON2

White mouth (possible 
black edge), white gums, 
black tongue

A few round spots on upper lobe only

PINK SALMON2

White mouth, black gums

Tiny scales Dirty white belly in fresh water

Large oval spots

CHUM SALMON2

No spotsPurple streaks or bars in fresh water

SOCKEYE SALMON2

No spotsLarge scales Small black speckles
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HABITAT CONSERVATION 
TRUST FOUNDATIONFISH OF B.C.




