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What do they look like?
Kokanee look very much like sockeye
salmon. Kokanee in non-breeding
condition have bright silver sides and a
dark grey to blue back, sometimes with a
few dark markings on the dorsal fin (the fin
on its back). The anal fin (the lower fin

Kokanee
Oncorhynchus nerka

Other common names: 
Kickininee, little redfish, silver

trout, landlocked sockeye,
blueback

Typical range in length for
adults:       20 – 25 cm:
Maximum length: 60 cm

Typical range in weight for
adults:      0.1 –  0.2 kg
Maximum weight:  4.5 kg

B.C.

the Yukon, Liard and lower Peace
drainages. Kokanee have been introduced
into many lakes throughout North
America.

What do they eat?
Kokanee feed almost exclusively on
zooplankton, tiny aquatic animals from the
size of a pinprick to the size of a small fish
hook. They strain zooplankton from the
water by means of many fine combs on
the gills called gill rakers.  They will also eat
tiny plants, insects, and freshwater shrimp
when available.

What is their life cycle
like?
From August to early December, mature
kokanee move into the inlet streams of
lakes, and along lake shores to spawn. In
streams, they select areas with clean
gravel, moderate flows, and upwelling
groundwater.  Like other salmon, the
female turns on her side and digs a nest, or

nearest the tail) has a long base and the
trailing edge is quite angled rather than
square, features often used to distinguish
kokanee from char or trout. During
spawning season, kokanee change colour,
usually turning crimson with a green head,
but sometimes black. The males develop
long jaws, hooked snouts, and large teeth.
A slight hump forms behind their head.
Spawning females are not as colourful as
the males and their overall shape does not
change.

Where do they live? 
Kokanee live at mid depths in the open
waters of lakes.  At spawning time, they
move into tributary streams or along the
lake shore.  Natural populations are found
from California to Alaska, and in northeast
Asia.  Populations of native kokanee are
more abundant and widespread in B.C.
than in other parts of their range. They are
found in most of our major systems except
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It is no longer possible to publish all useful fisheries information 
in this Synopsis due to its rapidly increasing volume. Here is a 
list of websites related to freshwater fishing offering additional 
information which may be of interest to B.C. anglers.

Discover Fishing BC – www.discoverfishingbc.ca 
This website provides new and experienced anglers all the 
information needed to have a great experience, whether fishing in 
fresh or tidal waters. It includes where to buy your fishing licence, 
choosing the right gear, identifying your catch, fishing the hot 
spots, and more. 

Fish Facts – www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/fishhabitats/fishfactsheets.html 
This website provides illustrations and interesting information on 
twenty of our freshwater fish species; see the sample below. 

Fish Stocking Information – http://gofishbc.com/stockingreports/ 
Refer to this website for the latest freshwater fish releases and 
information on stocking times throughout the province. 

National Park Fishing Information – www.pc.gc.ca 
Select the national park of interest and then look for Fishing under 
‘Activities’.

FishWizard – www.fishwizard.com 
Use FishWizard to find information about B.C.’s lakes and streams 
and the fish in them, including species present, stocking records, 
and depth maps for over 2,500 lakes. With FishWizard, you can 
create maps or summary reports in just a few simple steps. Try the 
tutorial for quick instructions. 

Freshwater Fisheries Society of B.C. – www.gofishbc.com 
See this website for more information about the Learn to Fish 
and Fishing in the City programs, Visitor & Education Centres, Fin 
Facts, Tips & Articles, and suggestions on Where to Fish. 

Freshwater Fishing Regulations – 
www.env.gov.bc.ca/fw/fish/regulations/ 
Visit this website to obtain recent regulation changes (except for 
salmon) not published in this Synopsis. 

Freshwater Salmon Regulations – www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/recfish/ 
Freshwater salmon fishing is under the jurisdiction of Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada (DFO). Please visit their website for all salmon 
fishing information, both in fresh and tidal waters. 

FRESHWATER FISHERIES INFORMATION ON THE INTERNET

Provincial fisheries managers need your co-operation with fish 
tagging studies currently underway in British Columbia. Some fish are 
marked with a “spaghetti” tag in the back near the base of the dorsal 
fin. Spaghetti tagged fish may also be radio tagged. If that is the case, 
you may see wire protruding from the mouth or from a healed scar 
on the stomach of the fish. 

If you encounter a tagged fish please record the following information:

Please return information on all tagged fish to the Fish and Wildlife 
Office in the region where you captured the fish. See the Regional 
Tables for addresses and phone numbers.

Live fish should be released unharmed to continue their journey and 
contribute additional information to the study (do not remove the tag 
or transmitter). If you must kill the fish, and it is legal to do so, please 
return the tag or transmitter along with the above information.

If you would like further information on these studies, please contact 
the Fish and Wildlife Office in your region.

1. tag colour and number
2. date and location where 
 caught or found
3. species

4. fish length (estimated length 
 in centimeters or inches)
5. method of capture 
 (e.g., angling, found, etc.)

ADDITIONAL B.C. FISH FACTS CAN BE VIEWED ONLINE AT 
www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/fishhabitats/fishfactsheets.html

Fish Tagging in British Columbia




