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Introduction  

The August Access Management Compliance and Enforcement Program (AMCEP) Report is the 
forth report for the 6 month period completed by Conservation Officer Burley.  The following 
are some highlights from the previous months work.    
 
CO Burley patrolled the southern portion of the East Flathead AMA on August 1 by ATV.  She 
patrolled the Sage/Kishanina loop to see what tracks would be found in the area.  The 
connecting loop to the east of the Kishanina and Sage roads are closed year round.  She found 
that people had oōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ !¢±Ωǎ ǘǊŀŎƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ throughout the 
whole trailΦ  {ǘƻǊƳ ǘǊŜŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ YƛǎƘanina side were cut out, but this could 
have been from the outfitter since they ride horses along the same trail.   10 ATV contacts were 
made and educated in the East Flathead that day, all of which were found on the open roads. 
All contacts were camped within the Flathead area.   
 
The Chauncey Todhunter AMA was patrolled by CO Deboon and CO Burley on August 8th.  They 
drove the seŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 5Ǌȅ /ǊŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ 9ǿƛƴ wŘΦ  ! ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ !¢±Ωǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
the open roads. A violation ticket was written for a person fishing without a licence on the 
Fording River on their way to the AMA.   
 
Alexander Creek AMA was patrolled by truck to the Race Horse tŀǎǎΦ ! ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻƴ !¢±Ωǎ 
were checked, but a larger group had quadded into the Crown Mountain Trail that CO Burley 
had just missed.  This is a heavy accessed area by Albertans who come in from Race Horse or 
Deadmans Pass.  It is a matter of timing to make contact with the groups that are coming in on 
the closed road beside Deadmans Pass. Corbin AMA was also patrolled the same day.  No one 
was found within the AMA.  Anglers and camps were checked along Michel Creek, a barbed 
hook ticket was written for an individual.  All groups and camps contacted within or near the 
AMA were educated.   
 
CO Burley took part in the Kids Festival for 2 hours on August 19th.  She was asked to 
participate by some local community volunteers.  She took the opportunity to try to connect to 
the younger age group. Unfortunately with all the clowns, games and music entertainment, it 
was more of the parents that came to talk to CO Burley about hunting or problem bears, which 
is all positive outreach.   
 
Barnes Lake was patrolled on August 18.  Unfortunately, since the last time CO Burley patrolled 
the area, a new ATV trail had been created to the lake through the sensitive riparian section.  
The walk to the lake is only 20 minutes on a scenic trail from the road closure, but people 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǊƛŘŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  о ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻƴ !¢±Ωǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǳǇ 
the trail on the open road, but said they had not driven into the closure.  Again, it is timing to 
actually witness people in the closed area. People seem to be quadding to this area at all times 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ  ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ŎŀƳΩǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΦ   
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Figure 3: Barnes Lake AMA, new trail in riparian section 
 
Weigert AMA was patrolled by ATV on August 17th.  A few complaints had come in from the 
public regarding non compliance in the closure.  Some ATV groups have been quadding past the 
closure sign on the main trail to the far east of the AMA to the small lake (non motorized area).  
CO Burley responded, but was stopped by old avalanche debris that was blocking the trail only 
0.5 kms from the closed boundary sign.  People had made an effort to cut some of the wood 
and had made it through, but only the bigger machines.  The avalanche debris would help deter 
people from going all the way to the lake.  The lookout trail was also patrolled which is an ATV 
only trail for July 1-Aug 31.  Just before the summit, there were approximately eight trees that 
had fallen and were blocking the trail.  No one had attempted to cut the trees.  No contacts 
were made during the patrol.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

 
Figure 4: Weigert Creek AMA, avalanche debris 0.5km from closed trail 
 

 
Figure 5: View from Weigert trail within the AMA 
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Grave Prairie was patrolled a couple times throughout the month by CO Burley and the other 
field officers.  During the patrols, the Elk River had also been checked for anglers.  During those 
checks, tickets have been written for people fishing without a licence and for fishing with 
prohibited gear.  As for AMA violations, it continues to be a struggle to keep people from 
camping in the closure with motor vehicles.  There is nothing illegal about a person camping 
with a tent, but people continue to drive in the sensitive lands with their large trailers which 
cause more damage and pressure on the habitat. Numerous camps have been evicted from the 
area, with violation tickets to go along with them.  It is the consistency that the COS needs to 
enforcement, since the Habitat Biologist Doug Martin agrees that a closure is a closure and 
there should not be any grey area.   The word is slowly being passed around by the locals. 
Warning tickets have also been issued to understanding members of the public that have been 
in non complianceΦ  aƻǊŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ /hΩǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ with the amount 
of signs that are being ripped down repeatedly.  It is an offense under the Wildlife Act for 
people to remove, damage, alter or destroy any sign legally posted in support of the Access 
Management Program.  More and more people are calling the RAPP line to make these types of 
reports, which is progress.  People have been writing down plate numbers which CO Burley can 
follow up on and investigate.   
 

 
Figure 6: Grave Prairie AMA; new trails in field being developed, one group caught while driving 
ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘǊǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ !¢±ΩǎΦ   
 
/h .ǳǊƭŜȅΩǎ !a! tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ омΦ  {ƘŜ ƘŀŘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ CƭŀǘƘŜŀŘ 
that day, while she patrolled Alexander Creek AMA.  While she was in Alexander Creek, she had 
a COS surveillance specialist patrol with her to put in some top of the line video surveillance 
equipment.  The camera was put in a closed area which receives high numbers of non 
compliance ATV traffic.  The project results will be in the September AMA Report.   


