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The application of pesticides 
on multi-residence proper-
ties will require a Pesticide 
User Licence beginning Jan. 
7, 2007. 

By requiring pesticide uses 
in multi-residence buildings 
to be performed under 
licence, the ministry is 
ensuring that pesticides are 
being used safely.
   * More >>
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Last month was one of the wettest Novembers on record in 
British Columbia. Early in the month, rain and melting mountain 
snow caused many rivers to crest and spill over their banks. In 
the case of the Chilliwack River, flooding caused damage to some 
houses and about 300 people were forced to evacuate.

Work to repair the Wilson Road 
Dike on the Chilliwack River is 
now complete. The Fraser Valley 
Regional District is working to 
prepare a flood management 
plan to counter future flooding. 
However, people familiar with the 
area know the Chilliwack River is 
wild and will likely flood again.

Heavy rain also increased the 
volume of water flowing into the 
Capilano and Seymour reser-
voirs, creating high turbidity in 
the source of water for more than 
a million people in Vancouver, 
Burnaby and the North Shore. A 
boil-water advisory was issued 
for 15 days in this region and was 
lifted only after local health 
officials ensured the water was 
safe to use. This event demon-
strates how prudent the B.C. 
Government’s decision was to 
help fund a new $600 million 
water filtration plant for the GVRD, which is now under construc-
tion and will be completed in 2008.

If record rains weren’t enough to challenge British Columbians, 
the rapid arrival of winter weather did the trick. Roads were 
treacherous, thousands of people were stranded, schools were 
closed and snow-laden trees toppled on electrical lines, knocking 
out power in many areas. People in the southwestern part of the 
province aren’t familiar with snow! And winter doesn’t officially 
start until December 21.

Every minister in British Columbia, including myself, takes the 
health of all British Columbians very seriously. Through the Conver-

sation on Health (www.bcconversationonhealth.com), we 
want to hear what you think we can do to improve and renew our 
health-care system. People value good health, want healthy com-
munities, and feel strongly that our health system must be there 
when needed. British Columbians can, and must, find ways of 

making our health care system 
sustainable for the future. We 
face many challenges as our 
population ages and expensive 
new technologies are introduced. 
The discussion is open to all 
British Columbians. We need you 
involved.

We live in exciting times. The 
2010 Winter Olympics and Para-
lympic Games are only three 
years away and British Columbi-
ans are getting in shape and 
making better choices about what 
they are eating. The B.C. Govern-
ment is addressing our overall 
health with the ActNow BC 
program. Hiking is one of many 
fun ways to become healthier. I 
hike as often as I can in B.C.’s 
many spectacular parks, and I 
invite you to do the same.

I recently had the opportunity to 
join some school children at Gold-

stream Provincial Park who were there to witness the annual 
salmon run. The chum salmon migration was later than usual this 
year, due in part to low water levels in the river in September and 
October (it is good to see that river levels are now back to 
normal).

I joined the children as a naturalist demonstrated the dissection 
of a dead salmon that had already spawned, giving students a 
better understanding the physiology of fish and the life-and-
death struggle that is part of the cycle of life.

And now, I want to take this opportunity to wish you and your 
family a very Merry Christmas. I hope to see you in the New Year!

VICTORIA/OTTAWA INVEST $20 MILLION IN FRASER RIVER

Environment Minister Barry Penner joined grade 3 students from Oakland 
Elementary School in Goldstream Provincial Park as BC Parks Naturalist 
Darren Copley dissects a dead salmon. The Minister and the students 
learned about the lifecycle of salmon from Darren and the interactive 
displays at Goldstream Park’s interpretive centre.

A combined total of $20 million from the federal 
and provincial governments has been invested in 
a collaborative effort designed to restore and 
maintain healthy and diverse salmon populations 
in the Fraser River watershed.

The Government of Canada will invest $10 
million and the Province of British Columbia will 
match the commitment.

Under its Fraser Basin Initiative, DFO will 
contribute $5 million in cash and $5 million in 
staff time, technical expertise and resources, to 
projects being carried out under the Fraser 
Salmon and Watersheds Program. This commit-
ment will support innovative initiatives that 
address the underlying challenges to Fraser 
River salmon populations. Funding under the 
Fraser Basin Initiative will be directed toward 
four key areas:
    •  Improved science for decision making
  •  Stewardship and habitat
  •  Fisheries management
  •  Collaboration and relationship building

“We’re dedicating $10 million to the Fraser Basin 
initiative. Now the Federal Government is step-
ping in with a $10-million commitment 

earmarked for the Fraser Basin Initiative,” said Barry Penner. “This com-
bined total will go a long way towards ensuring our commitments to 
conservation and improving fish and wildlife habitat will be carried out on 
one of Canada’s most important rivers.”

In May of this year, Premier Gordon Campbell announced that the Living 
Rivers Trust Fund would be increased to $21 million.   *More >>
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