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B.C. GOV'T RELEASES
COMPLIANCE SUMMARY

The Ministry of Environment

has released the fourth Quar-
terly Compliance and Enforce-
ment Summary for 2006.

The summary reports on
compliance and enforcement
actions taken across the entire
ministry between Oct. 1, 2006
and Dec. 31, 2006. It outlines:

- 7 orders issued to prevent or
stop impacts to the environ-
ment, human health or
safety.

« 95 administrative licensing
sanctions taken against
individual or commercial
hunters or anglers for
committing certain offences.

- 887 tickets. * More >>
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NEW ENERGY PLAN OUTLINES VISION FOR CLEAN ENERGY

The new BC Energy Plan: A Vision for
Clean Energy Leadership puts British
Columbia at the forefront with aggressive
targets for zero net greenhouse gas emis-
sions, new investments in innovation,
and an ambitious target to acquire 50 per
cent of BC Hydro’s incremental resource
needs through conservation by 2020.
The Plan also provides new measures to
enhance energy security in the province,
including more green power projects and
initiating discussions around a potential
Site C project.

The BC Energy Plan’s 55 policy actions
focus on the province’s key natural
strengths and competitive advantages of
clean and renewable sources of energy.
Among the highlights:

Environmental Leadership:

« All new electricity projects developed
in B.C. will have zero net greenhouse
gas emissions.

« Existing thermal generation power
plants will reach zero net greenhouse
gas emissions by 2016.

« Zero greenhouse gas emissions from
coal-fired electricity generation.

« Clean or renewable electricity genera-
tion will continue to account for at
least 90 per cent of total generation,
placing the province’s standard among
the top jurisdictions in the world.

« Eliminate all routine flaring at oil and
gas producing wells and production
facilities by 2016 with an interim goal

Environment Minister Barry Penner joined Premier Campbell in California, where they met with Gover-
nor Arnold Schwarzenegger to discuss how British Columbia and California can work together to
reduce greenhouse gas emmisions through cleaner ports and projects like the hydrogen highway.

to reduce flaring by half (50 per cent)
by 2011.

« The best coalbed gas practicesin
North America. Companies will not be
allowed to surface discharge produced
water, and any re-injected produced
water must be injected well below any
domestic water aquifer. * More >>

MESSAGE FROM
ENVIRONMENT MINISTER
BARRY PENNER

Since the legislature returned in Febru-
ary, | have been very busy working
towards the government’s climate
change commitments outlined in the
Speech from the Throne. | joined Premier
Gordon Campbell in California where we
met with Governor Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger to discuss how British Columbia and
California can work together to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions through
projects like the hydrogen highway.
Governor  Schwarzenegger will be
coming to B.C. during his visit to Canada.
B.C. and California will be joined by
Governors from the states of Oregon,
Washington and Alaska to develop a
framework for collaborative efforts on
climate change on the pacific coast.

The new Energy Plan is another way that
we are working to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions in B.C. All new Energy
production in B.C. will be green with the
goal of making B.C. electricity self-
sufficient by 2015.

B.C. GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES FLOOD-PROTECTION FUNDING

We are providing $33 million to local
governments, diking authorities and
various ministry led projects across B.C.
for critical flood protection projects that
can be completed before spring runoff.

“This is the most money ever committed
to urgent flood protection projects in
B.C. and part of our ongoing prepara-
tions to reduce the risk posed by spring
runoff, with the earliest start time ever
for these projects,” said Premier Camp-
bell. “Upgrading dikes, erosion protec-
tion, and other repairs and maintenance
are vital to preserving public safety and
community infrastructure.”

To date, 51 projects valued at $15.5
million have already been approved.
These include upgrades to the Fraser
River dike in Surrey, raising the Pitt River
dike in Port Coquitlam and dike protec-
tion works on the Coldwater River near
Merritt.

Applications for funding of local projects
are still being accepted. All projects must
be focused on areas where there is a real
threat of flood risk and where the overall
protection of public safety and infra-
structure depends on these works being
completed. * More >>

Minister Penner joined Premier Campbell to announce
$33 million in flood protection for communities.
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DISCOVER MORE OF
B.C.S PROVINCIAL PARKS

The beginning of April marks the
unofficial start of British Columbia’s
parks and camping season, and both
BC Parks and Tourism British
Columbia want everyone to put more
parks in their spring and summer
plans.

“Since 2005, the B.C. government has
committed more than $65 million to

p.m., Monday to Friday, and 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays and
statutory holidays (Pacific Time).

Across the province, BC Parks offers
more than 11,000 campsites and
6,000 kilometres of trails in more than
800 parks and protected areas.

In addition, effective April 5, daily
parking fees will be based on an

upgrade park
infrastructure and
acquire additional

parkland,’ said
Penner. “From
discovering sandy
beaches and

majestic forests, to
conquering

parkland”

“Since 2005, the B.C.
government has
committed more than
$65 million to upgrade
park infrastructure
and acquire additional

hourly rate of $1 to
a maximum of $3
per day in the 40
parks with parking
fees, down from a
maximum of $5 per
day in some parks.
The cost of an

mountainous peaks
or paddling down peaceful rivers,
there is a healthy adventure awaiting
every visitor.”

Starting at the beginning of April,
summer camping season reservations
for 68 of the most popular provincial
parks can be made through the
Discover ~ Camping  reservation
service. From April 1 to Sept. 15,
reservations can be made online at
www.discovercamping.ca, or by
phoning the call centre at
1-800-689-9025 (604-689-9025 in
Greater Vancouver). Reservation
agents are available from 7 a.m. to 7

annual pass is being
cut in half to $25. All revenue from
parking fees continues to be invested
directly into the parks system and
pays for maintaining trails, day-use
and picnic areas, playgrounds and
park buildings.

The BC Parks Parking Pass can be
purchased at Visitor Information
Centres in the Lower Mainland,
Vancouver Island, Okanagan and
Thompson regions; by calling
Discover Camping at 1-800-689-9025
(604-689-9025 in Greater Vancouver);
or online at www.bcparks.ca.

* More >>

Ledcor project manager Kelly Boychuk (right) and Innergex's Richard Blanchard (left) show Minister
Penner and West Vancouver - Garibaldi MLA Joan McIntyre the site of the Ashlu Creek small hydro project.
The Squamish First Nation supports the project, which will help displace 219,000 tonnes of CO2 emissions
per year, reduce BC's dependence on imported electricity and create up to 60 full-time construction jobs. -~ site  developers and environmental
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Minister Barry Penner visited spectacular Kakwa Provinial Park, located 70 kilometres north of McBride.

FUNDS HELP DEVELOP NEW GUIDE FOR CONTAMINATED SITES

The B.C. government is providing
$100,000 to the Science Advisory
Board for Contaminated Sites in British
Columbia (SABCS) to complete two
scientific projects to be used in devel-
oping regulatory guidance, Penner
announced recently.

“The work of the SABCS, an indepen-
dent scientific advisory body, is very
important for the application of
current and innovative scientific meth-
odology to the management of
contaminated sites,” Penner said. “This
contribution will help the advisory
board continue its work.”

The funds will help complete work to
update the scientific risk-based meth-
ods used to develop standards for
contaminants present in soil at
contaminated sites throughout the
province. The standards are used in the
assessment and remediation of sites
under the Contaminated Sites Regula-
tion.

The Province’s contribution will also
help in the development of a concise,
practical and science-based methodol-
ogy for detailed Ecological Risk Assess-
ment. This new methodology will
enhance the practice of risk assess-
ment and risk management within B.C.
Risk assessment/risk management is
an alternate strategy to the use of
numerical standards at contaminated
sites.

“This funding will allow the SABCS to
develop key scientific tools for use by

experts,” said board chair Dr. Paul West.
“These projects will contribute to the
public’s understanding of the issues
involved in contaminated site manage-
ment.”

The B.C. government is committed to
being a leader in sustainable environ-
mental management. * More >>

CHILLIWACK MAN PLEADS GUILTY
IN EAGLE POACHING CASE

A man involved in trafficking eagle
parts was convicted and fined a total
of $1,450 in penalties after his appear-
ance in Surrey Provincial Court today.

The Court ruled that, from the total
fine, $1,000 will go to the Habitat
Conservation Trust Fund, with the
remaining $450 going towards
reclaiming the monetary benefit the
accused received through his actions.

On Feb. 23, 2007, Reynold Collins
entered a guilty plea to two counts
related to trafficking in eagle parts. He
was charged following a 15-month
investigation by the Conservation
Officer Service after a member of the
public reported the discovery of the
remains of several eagles in North
Vancouver.

Twelve individuals from the South
Coast were charged in April 2006 with
a number of offences under the
provincial Wildlife Act and the Wild
Animal and Plant Protection and
Regulation of the International and
Interprovincial Trade Act. * More >>
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