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Appendix A
Response Form: Phase Il Consultation — Fall 2008

Members of the stakeholder Working Groups who helped develop the draft Angling Management Plan for
steelhead angling in the Skeena River watershed need your input. We want to know what you like and don’t
like about the draft Angling Management Plan. We want to know how the plan should be changed to better
address the issues that people in the community have raised:

¢ Overcrowding on certain waters at certain times

* Large numbers of non-guided, non-resident anglers contributing to overcrowding
¢ Importance of non-guided, non-resident anglers to the local economy

* Need for more resident opportunities to fish for steelhead

The feedback that you provide us in this form, at stakeholder and public meetings, via email and through
other channels, will give the information the Working Groups need to help finalize the draft Angling
Management Plan and present it to the Ministry of Environment.

Please take the time to fill out the Response Form below.
The deadline for completing this form is November 30, 2008.

[* = required question]
Question 1 of 68

*1. Where do you live?

Smithers

Terrace

Kitimat

Hazelton

Prince Rupert
Houston

Telkwa

Other B.C.

Other Canadian province
u.s.

Europe / U.K.

Other, please specify

OCO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOO0OOOO
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Question 2 of 68

*2. How would you describe your principal activity in relation to steelhead angling in the Skeena
River Watershed?

Angler (with no commercial interests that relate to steelhead angling)
Guide

Local business (offering services to steelhead anglers — lodge, resort, campground, B&B, fishing
supplies, angling licence issuer, etc.

Other, please specify

O OO0Oo

Question 3 of 68

3. If you fished for steelhead in the last year, how often did you go?

8 days or less
8-14 days

More than 14 days
Did not fish

oNeNoNe

Question 4 of 68

*4. In order to comment on the recommended management alternatives in the draft Angling
Management Plan, it is important that you have read some background information.
Which statement below best describes what you have read?

I have read the whole draft plan and the executive summary

I have read the executive summary and parts of the draft plan

I have only read the executive summary

I have only read parts of the draft plan and the executive summary
I have not read the draft plan or the executive summary

I am relying primarily on what others who | respect have told me

0O000O0O0
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Questions 5 of 68

The following questions address the recommended management alternatives for each priority
water in the Skeena River watershed.

Note: You only need to answer questions for the rivers that you are interested in.

Each river has a comments section where you can tell us the reasons for your answers and what
you think should be done.

Kitseguecla and Kitwanga Rivers

While crowding is only an occasional issue on these rivers, the need to give residents priority was recognized.
Changes to regulations on nearby waters may bring more pressure on these two rivers in the future. There are
no guided rod-days allocated on these rivers.

Recommended management alternative Sfcrongly Strongly
Disagree Agree
5. Start with resident angler-only fishing on Saturdays and leave 1 5

everything else as status quo

6. If angling pressure by non-guided, non-residents exceeds 342
angler-days for two years out of three on the Kitwanga or 228
angler-days for two years out of three on the Kitseguecla, that
would trigger a move to an eight-day licence lottery with caps of two 1 2 3 4 5
anglers per day on the Kitwanga and one angler per day on the
Kitseguecla, spread evenly over the Classified Waters period from
September 1 — October 31

7. Comments:

Suskwa River

The Suskwa River was considered separately from the Kitseguecla and Kitwanga because it has a larger
proportion of non-resident anglers. The Suskwa was deemed a river where resident opportunities should be
increased. Changes to regulations on nearby waters may bring more pressure on this river in the future. There
are no guided rod-days allocated to guides on this river.

Recommended management alternative Sfcrongly Strongly
Disagree Agree
8. Start with resident angler-only fishing on Saturdays and leave 1 2 3 4 5

everything else as status quo

9. If non-guided, non-resident angling pressure exceeds 399 angler-
days for two years out of three, it would trigger a move to an eight-

. - 1 2 3 4 5
day licence lottery with caps of two anglers per day, spread evenly
over the Classified Waters period from September 1 — October 31

10. Comments:
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Skeena IV (upstream from the Kitwanga Bridge)
This part of the Skeena River has some localized areas of crowding but large sections of river that are quite
underutilized by anglers. There are a large number of unused guided rod-days on this stretch of the Skeena.

Recommended management alternative SFroneg Strongly
Disagree Agree
Implement a limited-day licence lottery immediately for non-guided,
non-resident anglers with a total of 180 eight-day licences spread
evenly over the Classified Waters period (July 1 — October 31) in the 1 > 3 4 5

following two zones (questions 11 and 12); rest of Skeena IV outside
two zones is status quo:
11. From mouth of Salmon River to Four-Mile Bridge

12. From triangular markers below the mouth of the Bulkley River to 1 2 3 4 5
the Kitwanga Bridge

13. Mandatory Steelhead Stamp from September 1 — October 31 1 2 3 4 5

14. Comments:

Kispiox River

There are a large number of non-residents coming to the Kispiox River and contributing to crowding especially
during late-September and early-October in the section from Resthaven to the confluence of the Kispiox with the
Skeena River. The most important factor in weighing the different options was trying to manage non-resident
anglers without seriously impacting local businesses that depend on those anglers. The only way to reduce those
“peaks” of non-guided, non-resident activity that lead to crowding is to use an eight-day licence with a lottery
system that "spreads" angler use evenly over the Classified Waters period.

Recommended management alternative Sfcrongly Strongly
Disagree Agree

15. Implement an eight-day licence lottery immediately for non-
guided, non-resident anglers based on a target of 795 angler-days in
the Classified Waters period, which equates to 99 eight-day licences 1 2 3 4 5
spread evenly over the season (on entire river except status quo
zone)
16. Status quo zone in an area of the river from 20.2 kilometres
along Kispiox Valley Road to 29.5 kilometres along Kispiox Valley 1 2 3 4 5
Road
17. Resident-only angling on Saturdays on entire river including
status quo zone; hence no guided anglers on Saturdays during the 1 2 3 4 5
Classified Waters period

18. Comments:
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Babine River

There are crowding problems in the upper five kilometres of the Babine River, caused by both non-guided and
guided anglers. There is also a sense that a reduction in the overall number of guided rod-days is required.

Recommended management alternative SFroneg Strongly
Disagree Agree

Creation of three zones (questions 19, 20 and 21) on the Babine
River during the Classified Waters period:
19. Resident and non-resident anglers permitted upstream of 1 5
Nichyeskwa Creek to 80 metres below the smolt-counting fence
under status quo regulations but no guiding will be permitted in that
zone
20. Resident anglers only will be permitted to angle between
Nichyeskwa Creek and Nilkitkwa River. No guiding will be permitted 1 5
in that zone
21. Open to all licence classes and permitted guides downstream of 1 5
the Nilkitkwa River confluence with the Babine
22. The ministry should review and rationalize guided rod-days on
the Babine (used and unused) and seek to reduce the total 1 5
allocation.
23. Comments:
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Bulkley River

There are crowding problems on the Bulkley, especially non-resident campers at access points. There are also
concentrations of guided anglers during the peak season. The most important factor in weighing the different
options was trying to manage non-resident anglers without seriously impacting local businesses that depend on
those anglers. The only way to reduce those "peaks" of non-guided, non-resident activity that lead to crowding
was to use a limited-day licence (the Working Group did not reach agreement on whether it should be an eight-
day licence or not) with a lottery system that "spreads" angler use evenly over the Classified Waters period. That
lottery would be established in the future if the number of non-resident anglers exceeds a target. The Working
Group felt there was a need to provide more resident angler opportunities on the Bulkley River.

Strongly Strongly

Recommended management alternative .
Disagree Agree

24. Zoning for resident-only weekends during the Classified Waters
period for the following easily accessible waters, where they meet
the Bulkley River:

¢ Chicken Creek
* Toboggan Creek

* Telkwa River

25. Make Telkwa River a resident-only zone for the Classified Waters
period

If a non-guided, non resident angler-day target is exceeded twice in
three years, it would trigger a lottery with limited-day licences. The
licences would be spread evenly over the Classified Waters period.
There are two threshold target options being considered (questions 1 2 3 4 5
26 and 27):

26. Option 1 (high use) — The lottery would allocate 1,716 angler-
days in limited-day licences to non-guided, non-resident anglers.

27. Option 2 (average use) — The lottery would allocate 814 angler-
days in limited-day licences to non-guided, non-resident anglers.

28. Comments:
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Morice River

Crowding also occurs on the Morice River, particularly in the area around campgrounds at peak season. It was felt
that the non-resident crowding may be a problem in the future but for the moment the status quo is adequate. It

was felt that resident anglers need more opportunities on the Morice.

Recommended management alternative Sfcrongly Strongly
Disagree Agree

If a non-guided, non resident angler-day target is exceeded twice in
three years, it would trigger a lottery with limited-day licences. There
are two threshold target options (questions 29 and 30) that are 1 5
being considered:
29. Option 1 (high use) — The lottery would allocate 617 angler-days
in limited-day licences to non-guided, non-resident anglers.
30. Option 2 (average use) — The lottery would allocate 449 angler- 1 5
days in limited-day licences to non-guided, non-resident anglers.
31. Request that Ministry of Environment conduct an Angling Guide
Management Review to look at the number of rod-days allocated, 1 5
used, and unused.
32. Comments:
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Zymoetz | River

The upper part of the Zymoetz River has experienced crowding due to increases in the number of non-guided,
non-resident anglers. There are some concerns around the number of guides working in the area. Given the
limited access of this area, the sensitivity of the habitat and the difficulties with enforcement, the best option
was to go to guided-only for non-resident anglers. Guiding restrictions were considered primarily to "flatten out”

use over the Classified Waters period and prevent peaks in activity that result in crowding.

Recommended management alternative Sfcrongly Strongly
Disagree Agree
33. Extend Classified Waters period to begin on August 1 and 1 2 3 5
continue until the end of the steelhead season on December 31.
34. Mandatory Steelhead Stamp from August 1 — December 31 1 2 3 5
35. Limit three existing guides to the use of one boat per guide per 1 > 3 5
day (condition of guiding licence)
36. Limit three existing guides to a maximum of three anglers per 1 > 3 5
boat
37. All non-residents must be guided 1 2 3 5
38. Three existing guides hold 58 rod-days and their allocation will
be increased by 10 rod-days each for a total of 30 additional rod-
: . 1 2 3 5

days to accommodate increased demand because non-residents
must be guided
39. Comments:
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Zymoetz Il River

Crowding and over-use by all types of anglers has been a problem on Zymoetz |1, the lower section of this river.
Anglers who camp out for long periods of time cause problems. The only way to reduce "peaks" of non-guided,

non-resident activity that lead to crowding is to use a limited-day licence (the group did not reach agreement on
how many licences would be available) with a lottery system that "spreads" angler use evenly over the Classified

Waters period.

Recommended management alternative Sfcrongly Strongly
Disagree Agree

40. Extend Classified Waters period from August 1 to May 31 and
retain Class Il Classified Water status. This reflects the time that 1 5
steelhead are in the river.
41. Mandatory Steelhead Stamp required for this longer classified 1 5
period
42. Include Clore River with Zymoetz Il Classified Waters 1 5
43. No guiding or non-resident angling on weekends; hence 1 5
weekends resident-only
44. Maximum of three anglers per guide or assistant guide per day 1 5
45. Distribute guiding effort evenly throughout the season by 1 5
changing the conditions of guide licences
46. Increase the current guide allocation of five guides and 117 rod-
days to five guides and 267 rod-days (increase of 30 rod-days per 1 5
guide) to accommodate the extension of the Classified Waters period
47. Implement a limited-day licence lottery immediately for non-
guided, non-resident anglers with a target of 267 angler-days spread 1 5
evenly over the Classified Waters period
48. Comments:
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Kitsumkalum River

Increased angler use and guided effort have produced crowding on the Kitsumkalum in September and October
and also in April and May. There is lots of resident angler interest in this river but opportunities for residents

have been declining.

Recommended management alternative Sfcrongly Strongly
Disagree Agree

49. All non-residents must be guided 1 2 3 4 5
50. Limit each licensed guide to one boat in the upper river and one

. - . . X 1 2 3 4 5
boat in the lower river on any one day (condition of guiding licence)
51. Maximum four guided anglers per boat 1 2 3 4 5
52. No guiding on Sundays for entire river 1 2 3 4 5
53. No guiding from Glacier Creek to Kitsumkalum Lake on Saturdays 1 2 3 4 5
54. Reduction in the maximum number of guides allowed in the 1 > 3 4 5
upper and lower river to 11 (regulation presently allows 13)
55. Resident anglers only on Sundays. 1 2 3 4 5
56. Comments:
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Lakelse River

The Lakelse River has no allocation of guided rod-days. There is a large fall salmon sport fishery that

exacerbates any crowding due to steelhead anglers. There has been an increase in non-resident use on this river

in recent years.

Recommended management alternative Sfcrongly Strongly
Disagree Agree

57. Class | Classified Water all year (change from Class Il all year) 1 5
58. Steelhead Stamp required from September 1 — May 31
(extension from present December 1 — May 31, to reflect actual time 1 5
steelhead are in the river)
59. Resident-only fishery March 1 — May 31 for entire river (for
steelhead and trout fishery); Non-residents can access fishery from 1 5
June 1 — February 28
60. If non-guided, non-resident anglers exceed 100 angler-days, two
years out of three, a limited-day licence lottery would be 1 5

implemented based on a target of 100 angler-days

61. Comments:

Skeena IV (downstream from Kitwanga Bridge)

This part of the Skeena River has some pockets of crowding, notably at the mouth of the Kitwanga River and in
Kitselas Canyon. Although restrictions on non-guided, non-resident anglers are not required right now, provision

needs to be made for the future.

Recommended management alternative Sfcrongly Strongly
Disagree Agree

62. Class | Classified Water all year (change from Class Il between 1 5
July 31 and October 31).
63. Maintain the current Steelhead Stamp requirement, which is only
required when fishing for steelhead. This reduces the licensing 1 5
impact on salmon anglers.
64. Existing (pre-Angling Management Plan) Skeena IV guides can
guide in either reach (downstream and upstream of the Kitwanga 1 5
Bridge) of the new Skeena IV Classified Waters.
65. Four new guide opportunities of 20 rod-days each would be made 1 5
available (total 80 new rod-days).
66. Existing Skeena IV guides from the Terrace area (four guides
who presently hold a total of 85 rod-days) would be issued 30 1 5
additional rod-days.
67. If total non-guided, non-resident angler effort exceeds 1,000
angler-days, two years out of three, a limited-day licence lottery 1 5
would be implemented with a target of 1,000 angler-days.
68. Comments:
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Survey Complete
Thank you for taking the time to complete this form.

If you would like to receive more information, please provide us with your contact information below:

First Name:

Last Name:

Phone Number:

*E-mail Address:

(Note: This information will be kept strictly confidential and will only be used to provide you with information
and updates on the Quality Waters Strategy.)

Please ensure your completed Response Form is submitted no later than November 30, 2008.

Alan Dolan

Facilitator

Skeena Quality Waters Strategy
250-478-8056
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Should be resident anglers only on both
Saturdays and Sundays Both rivers should remain
no guiding The proposed number of non-resident
angler days is too many and should be reduced
on both rivers

| fish the Kitseguecla, and while | agree with the
recommendations these rivers are not a substitute
for the highest quality waters which are now
crowded.

Prefer current regulations

Regulations on other rivers will put added
pressure on these rivers

You need to be able to put in for a draw and
choose from 1 - 14 days, because there are a lot
of anglers that only come to fish for 3-4 days and
people also come for multiple week/river trips.

8-day consecutive licence may not accommodate
fishermen that also come with their wives and
sight see for an extended time; need to discuss
more with operators that accommodate such
guests. Non-resident targets seem high.

I am in favour of even more stringent restriction of
non-resident guided or non-guided angling days

| fish all over the world. Some places are crowded
and others are not. You are making our fishing for
the rich only. | disagree to most of your plan. You
wonder why fishing licence sales are down, the
list of rules and regulations are looking like a tax
form. The Skeena has a lot of water that cannot
be accessed. If the water you want to fish is too
crowded then the rich should hire a helicopter to
get that special fishing experience. Special Gov.
fees for non-residents and aliens is unfair suspect
your anticipation that changes to regulations on
other rivers will increase non-resident pressure on
these systems.

(5.) I agree with resident only angling on
Saturdays. Recognizes resident priority.

| do not believe in status quo, because crowding
issues have been identified.

(6.) | support a lottery based non-resident fishery.
| believe the triggers are set too low, and should
be set at 3X's the proposed eight day permits to
address the fact that these triggers will lag several

years after the crowding has reached or exceed
the carrying capacity of the rivers. (Kitwanga
trigger- 61 days x 2 anglers x 3 = 180 day trigger.)
(Kitseguecla 1 x 61 x 3 = 180 day trigger)

If meaning is related to non-residents fishing in
the region and regular residents are unaffected
then | strongly agree

| disagree, respectfully, of the entire plan and
planning process and my comments apply to all
streams subject to this study. | realize you are
trying to do your best, buy in my view the concept
is fundamentally flawed: it is not possible for the
participants to represent everyone. So, my
opinion: It is my opinion that the only people who
should have any say into this is residents, guides
and native groups. It is my opinion that non-
residents can go fish wherever they came from
and leave our fish alone. If the guiding industry
needs non-residents, that is fine, that should
continue as is. Everyone else can get out as far
as | am concerned. This might sound harsh, but |
mean this respectfully. The overcrowding has
taken away any joy | have in fishing and
cramming locals into fishing on Saturdays is no
answer. The other thing that needs to be done is
policing; | have watched people camping out,
crowding me out, and all the while taking home
their steelhead from the Bulkley, and these were
BC residents. The Province needs to get on top of
this before the resource is destroyed. Doing this
river by river is a nice concept, but | want to be
able to head out to Kitwanga or to Kispiox or just
run down to Toboggan Creek whenever | feel like
it, without having to pick and choose days to suit
some guy who flies in on his jet and | don't want
to go out to Toboggan to see an extended family
of 15 people jamming up the river for 10 days like
happens every year at that spot. Twice on one
day a couple of them left the site only to spring
out of the bush to reclaim their spot when they
saw me coming. | want to just tell them off and go
to the Suskwa without having specified days.
Enough said, you get the picture: there is too
much fishing pressure and non-guided non-
residents will just have to go somewhere else and
illegal fishers will have to be caught and
prosecuted.

These are very small systems and the non-
resident angler days may be too high if they are
concentrated in a small area and short period of
time.
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These rivers are a world treasure, we as residents
should have priority when it comes to fishing. As
for nonresidents it should be a privilege to fish
these priceless rivers and the nonresident anglers
should be heavily controlled and pay for it.

Local residents do not just fish on weekends;
during the week it is easier for locals to access
the river than non-residents

Residents must have priority over all other anglers
on the river.

Residents only for the entire weekend would
better reflect resident priority.

8 Day license initiated immediately would
eliminate the risk of not achieving it in the future.

Since targeting salmon on these rivers is
prohibited, angling would be for steelhead and
trout. Since no steelhead were counted at the
Kitwanga counting station thru September, this is
a bit of a non-issue.

Should be no guiding.

Regarding the entire Skeena system, a
concentrated and successful effort to prosecute
illegal guiding and outfitting would go a long way
toward relieving some localized crowding and
frustration felt by the local angler

Where do local natives contribute to the solution?

General: | really believe that the groups of non-
residents who are "conducted" so-called; are a
greater problem that cause over crowding in some
of the key areas for salmon and to some extent
the steelhead fishery. They are most often seen in
areas of the sockeye.

Q10 Suskwa

| believe it important to give residents preferential
treatment as we live and reside here because of
the opportunities

See comment above - this is another section that
has marginal fishing. | can only hope that, after
this initiative is implemented, there will be an
expansion of the program where access will be
restricted to non-residents to all areas of the
Skeena system.

This is a very small system and should be already
on a lottery with a cap of 6 non resident rod days
per week

My comment above relative to the need to
consider an Availability Factor in the
determination of the carrying capacity is equally
applicable to the Suskwa River and | suggest this
factor is similar in scale to that for the Kitwanga
river e.g. 0.90. This watershed has fine textured
soils that routinely render water clarity conditions
to be unsuitable for angling.

My comment above relative to the inconsistency
between determination and application of the
trigger is also applicable to this system (the trigger
should match the non-resident allocation of 114
days or as modified by consideration of an
Availability Factor).

Marginal stream for steelhead. Residents should
get resident only days on quality rivers.

Re item #8 resident angler fishing only on
Saturdays and Sundays

Another marginal fishing stream (I know, I've
fished it a bunch, even caught my first steelhead
there). Same comment as number 7 above

Would like to see less angler-days to trigger 8-day
license lottery (I would suggest 342), and then
adjust up/down or keep the same in the future
depending on data available after at least a 2 year
period passes

Should be resident anglers only on both
Saturdays and Sundays Should remain as no
guiding on this river The proposed number of non
resident angler days is too many and should be
reduced

Prefer current regulations

Regulations on other rivers will put more pressure
on this river

You need to be able to put in for a draw and
choose from 1 - 14 days, because there are a lot
of anglers that only come to fish for 3-4 days and
people also come for multiple week/river trips.

Non-resident target is high; | can't recall 400
angler day pressure ever on the Suskwa.
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Sometimes fish the Suskwa, but there's limited
access to very a very small stream.

Don't understand question 9 as only 365 days in
year? Lottery system is unfair as
environmentalists can put in for lottery and not
use the days and no one fishes!

No "only" fishing. We don't need more regs on
any river!!

Need to be able to accurately account for non-
resident angler days. At this point non-resident
angler days are based on assumptions or best
guess. There may be a need to decrease said
days and this should be an option in the plan. This
should be applicable on all systems in question.

And resident only on Sunday as well.

These rivers are a world treasure, we as residents
should have priority when it comes to fishing. As
for nonresidents it should be a privilege to fish
these priceless rivers and the nonresident anglers
should be heavily controlled and pay for it.

The Suskwa has less available wading water than
most other rivers and the angling pressure seems
to be much greater during peak periods. The river
also suffers from anglers stepping on reds more
than other rivers, Perhaps some educational
material should be made available with the class
1 non resident license, Guides should take a more
proactive approach to educating their clients
about the sensitivity of certain areas of the river.
The salmon returns have suffered on this and all
the other Skeena tributaries because of anglers
not paying attention to spawning fish and their
need for peace and undisturbed gravel.

Full weekend for residents.

Initiate 8-day licence immediately

Should be no guiding

This is one of the last streams to go out when
there are heavy rains. Often this is when portions
of the stream maybe somewhat crowded.

Q14 Skeena IV upstream from Kitwanga
Bridge

| agree with the mandatory steelhead stamp as
long as the revenue is used for the resource.

Commendable initiative, but again, doesn't go far
enough. The lottery should be implemented for
the entire Skeena system for non-residents with a
resident and guide-only fishery as the longer-term
objective.

Steelhead stamp should include November

As per the discussion in the Management
Element Analysis section of the plan, | support the
creation of a Skeena V area (reach) to enable
more directed management and to enhance the
allocation of rod-days.

| feel the limited day licence lottery will help
prevent overcrowding in some areas. I've been
fishing the upper Skeena since | was a child an
now | have to compete with American and
German anglers for space on certain parts of the
river.

Would like to see the whole section of the Skeena
IV a lottery situation.

Re item #13 Mandatory steelhead stamp from
Aug 1st to Dec 31

| agree with the lottery, but dependable
enforcement is not realistic at such a small scale?
| would like to see 8-day licenses and a lottery for
non-residents for the entire length of the upper
Skeena 4 section. Moreover, fishermen are still in
the process of figuring out where steelhead can
be consistently caught in this part of the Skeena
mainstem.

Would like to see only 150 eight-day licenses
issued immediately, and then adjust up/down or
keep the same in the future depending on data
available after at least a 2 year period passes

Would like to see all watercraft that are used by
registered guides/assistant guides be identified on
all sides by a registered decal that is very visible,
and to see all guides/assistant guides wearing
some very visible identification to show that they
are registered guides/assistant guides

This entire section of Skeena IV should be
resident only on Saturdays and Sundays including
no guiding on Saturday and Sundays.

The # of guided rod days should be capped at the
current use and the unused rod days should be
retired. However if there is any increase from

Phase Il Consultation Report Skeena Quality Waters Strategy Appendices A — O 52



existing actual use then at least the area from the
Mouth of the Kispiox downstream to the Mouth of
the Bulkley should be capped at its current
existing historical actual use

Steelhead abundance/catchability seems really
patchy, with sections around the Kispiox
(especially) and Bulkley being best fishing.
Therefore crowding affecting fishing is a
possibility despite the long sections.

No new rod days mouth of Kispiox to mouth of
Bulkley and also from mouth of Kitseguecla to
Kitwanga bridge

With the exception of 13, prefer current
regulations

Steelhead stamp should be mandatory from
August 1 to reflect time when fish are in river

You need to be able to put in for a draw and
choose from 1 - 14 days, because there are a lot
of anglers that only come to fish for 3-4 days and
people also come for multiple week/river trips.

| am not on top of the number of rod days, but will
default to the working group expertise. The time is
now to set the bar for the Skeena mainstem.

Mandatory steelhead stamp should apply from
August 1st to October 31st. There is a large
summer run that moves through this area in
August.

Why should guides be different from everybody
else?

(11. -12.) I do not have enough fishing experience
with this section of river to agree or disagree with
these proposals.

(13.) I do not agree that a Steelhead stamp
should be mandatory, the needs to be a way to
recognize the local food fisherman for salmon
(Coho) who are not targeting Steelhead.

| disagree with the lottery system by itself as a
management tool. Think that spreading anglers
out over the system is a better solution. This could
be assisted through the development of more
launches. There are currently only very rugged
access points that can not really be called
launches.

Leave as status quo!! This whole study is
ridiculous. Solve the real issues... commercial
fishes and lack of fish!! This all is just to appease
the Guides!! | have been a resident here for 10
years and there is no more and no less non
resident or non guided people on river than any
time in our history. Why act on behalf of guides to
change things!! No lottery system!! Do you have
any physical proof of over crowding rather than
just hearsay!!

#13 steelhead angling participation needs to be
accurately accounted for. Those targeting Coho or
other species "not steelhead" will be required to
purchase a steelhead stamp and as a result
steelhead participation data collected will be
grossly skewed. It is absolutely necessary that
steelhead angling participation be accurately
accounted for and would like to note that Sept and
Oct are peaks seasons for Coho.

| have been fishing only for Steelhead in these
sections of Skeena and had a lot of success, and
can't believe it doesn't have a mandatory
Steelhead Stamp. These rivers are a world
treasure, we as residents should have priority
when it comes to fishing. As for nonresidents it
should be a privilege to fish these priceless rivers
and the nonresident anglers should be heavily
controlled and pay for it. The stamp should be
very pricey just like our priceless Steelhead.

Steelhead Stamp should be required from August
1-December 31 as this is when steelhead are in
the river.

Residents-only on weekends should be
considered.

The 2 zones need to have rod days allocated
specific to each in order to better control the
angling effort.

There is potential for an undesirable increase in
guide effort in this zone. Currently there is no
distinction between this zone and the entirety of
Skeena |V with respect to guide rod day
allocation.

There will likely be a spillover of guide effort to
this zone on Saturdays if the Kispiox amp is
implemented as is. (No guides on Kispiox on
Saturdays) | fish this area often and have never
witnessed a conflict among fishermen.
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(#12) This should allow the coho anglers at
Anderson Flats provincial park to fish without the
need for a steelhead stamp from September 1 to
October 31

Q18 Kispiox

Good start - | can only hope that this proposal will
lead to the decrease of non-residents. | really
don't think that the non-resident, non-guided
anglers have much effect on the local economy,
when compared to guided angling, and the
comparative amount of capital that is contributed.
It's a real shame that B.C. gives its resources
away for virtually nothing, when Norway,
Scotland, etc. charge premiums for the privilege
to fish world class streams that non-resident
anglers have historically shown to be willing to

pay.

All non resident should be guided on this system -
you could double or triple the guide days. This
system is the best (size wise) in the world and
should not be available for non resident aliens on
an unguided basis

| support the non-regulatory recommendation to
institute the River Guardian Program for this
system. This would promote compliance with
regulatory measures and would convey to the
large number of non-resident anglers present the
cultural importance of this resource through direct
contact angler education.

The Kispiox is another river that | grew up fishing
on and have also witnessed a drop in quality of
angling due to over crowding during the fall. The
tourism dollars generated by non-resident anglers
will not save local economies and businesses. A
drop in tourism revenue is a small price to pay for
enhanced fishing quality.

Implementation of eight day license should apply
to the complete Kispiox river system. Resident
fishing only on Saturdays and Sundays

Resident only on Saturday and Sunday

Resident angler only days Sat. and Sun.

Need 8-day licence applied to complete river.
Resident angling only sat and sun

| understand that there is an objective here of
spreading out angling effort over the entire
season to reduce crowding while not reducing the

total number of angler days, and as a resident,
that works in my favour if | want to fish in the peak
period. However, if non-resident anglers are
shifted to lower productivity periods (when there
are fewer fish or less favorable conditions), catch
rates may be so low (with the added effort) as to
make it 'not worth their while'. Then they will
complain bitterly and the new plan may be seen
as failure. It seems a bit disingenuous to tell
someone they can still fish, but only when the
fishing is poor, and then tout the fact that total rod
days haven't been reduced. There is a reason
why most of the fishing effort occurs in late Sept -
early Oct: fishermen are intuitively adjusting their
density to match the resource (biologists refer to
this as the 'ideal free distribution theory' when
applied to other species). It is also naive to think
that you can redistribute fishermen away from an
'ideal free distribution and expect total effort (and
local economic gain) to remain the same. It will
decrease. | don't agree that the crowding problem
is limited to the peak period either. There may be
less effort in the shoulder periods, but there is
also less fish and thus it takes less fishermen to
make it crowded (i.e., such that an average angler
is unlikely to catch 1 steelhead per day). The
chronic complaining about crowding stems
directly from angler success (which is correlated
to the ratio of fishermen to fish) it's not a
sociological reaction to actual crowding (we're
talking about less than a handful of people per
km). It would be more honest and simpler to
implement a substantial reduction in hon-resident
(and guided) effort across the board from current
levels (i.e., at least a 50% reduction from current
overall effort for all groups combined).

Would like to see target of less angler-days (I
would suggest 520), and then adjust up/down or
keep the same in the future depending on data
available after at least a 2 year period passes

Would like to see all watercraft that are used by
registered guides/assistant guides be identified on
all sides by a registered decal that is very visible,
and to see all guides/assistant guides wearing
some very visible identification to show that they
are registered guides/assistant guides

The entire Kispiox should be resident anglers only
on Saturdays and Sundays, no non residents and
no guiding.

Status quo zone 20.2 -29.5 to my way of thinking
is note the way to go pushing all non guided non-
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resident fisherman it a small section of river and
over crowding that section would make for a poor
fishing experience for those travel up here without
a 8 day license.

These section also has some of best public
access to the river and should maintain a high
quality fishing experience for this section of river
as well and not set it up for overcrowding.

| am concerned that if | move to Alberta | would
be considered a non-resident, even though | own
a cabin on the Kispiox river. | think there has to be
an exception of non-resident owners of
recreational property.

Great ideas - | may have to stop avoiding the
Kispiox.

| don't think | can support any of the above. |
would be in agreement with resident only from the
lake (above the weir) downstream to the
Nilkitkwa. Guides should be able to access these
waters too!

Prefer status quo plus reduce number of guided
angler days

Status quo zone experience the greatest over
crowding in river should be included in lottery

Status quo zone too confusing when drifting down
river, should be entire river.

You need to be able to put in for a draw and
choose from 1 - 14 days, because there are a lot
of anglers that only come to fish for 3-4 days and
people also come for multiple week/river trips.

This is one river that requires some serious
regulation. | am also concerned regarding bottom
bouncing hook-ups during late season given
higher hook-up success and additional stress to
fish when residing in their winter pools. | feel that
steelhead fishing should end by mid-Nov. for all
Skeena Waters

| avoid this river during the steelhead season -
August 1st to close. There's simply too many out
there during the times the water is clear enough to
fish. For this and other locations, is there thought
to adding a definition such as 'resident alien’
angler? There is a lot of foreign owned property
throughout this region. Much has been purchased
for the purpose of prolonged fishing visits.

The last four years on the Kispiox has been
terrible from an over crowding perspective. At one
point this fall I counted 11 people on the Lower
Patch run. The potential for over crowding on the
status quo section would still exist.

Looks to me that you can fish with a guide and
bypass all the rules. Isn't it nice to be rich?

# 17 is Great idea for the Kispiox... guides are
important economically however they are lowering
the quality of the angling experience on this river.
A day off without guides would be a welcome
idea.

There should be no "status quo" war zones.
Creating a free for all is going to lead to problems
here and elsewhere.

| do not agree with the statement that on the
Kispiox "The most important factor in weighing the
different options was trying to manage non-
resident anglers without seriously impacting local
businesses that depend on those anglers."

| believe the goal should be to address crowding
issues of non-resident anglers and to improve the
quality of the fishing experience. It has been
identified that resident use is low and the plan
should focus to improve those opportunities. With
an improved angling experience, lottery
implementation and a higher status placed on the
fishery, demand will increase and local
businesses can charge accordingly, thus offset
volume with quality and possibly improve
revenues.

(15.) | support a lottery based non-resident
fishery. | believe the proposed 99 8-day licences
along with the guided allocation should be
considered if it is applied to the whole river for the
entire classified water period without the
implementation of a status quo zone. The river
watch proposal should be implemented and a trial
of three years be given to the allocation and be
evaluated after that time.

(16.) 1 do not support a status quo zone, because
crowding issues have been identified, and this will
exacerbate the problem in the zone especially if a
lottery is implemented. The proposed zone area is
in the most popular waters and in an area
populated by residents. Additionally, the carrying
capacity seems to have been reached considering
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the 100 km of river, but it was further recognized
that the lower 30km are the most utilized.

(17.) I agree with resident only angling on
Saturdays. Recognizes resident priority.

| do not believe in status quo zone, because
crowding issues have been identified, and this will
exacerbate the problem in the zone especially if a
lottery is implemented.

*Also guide boats should be identified and a max
of three guided anglers per boat. No new rod days
allocated to existing guides, any if any additional
rods days are considered, they are to be allocated
to new applicants, and those days reduced from
the 8 day licence quota.

Additionally, demand and pressure will increase
as restrictions to non-residents are implemented
throughout the watershed, so measures must be
in place to handle surges on all identified rivers.

Resident anglers can not get to the fishing holes
as the non-residents have them all plugged! The
general feeling | receive is they (non-residents)
don't like my presence and they are/were there
already and fishing...you see | am a resident and |
should be able to fish the Kispiox also! We are
crowded out and not welcome...

The lottery system alone does not address the
entire issue. Guided anglers contribute greatly to
the problem on this river. An extension of the
classified waters period by one to two weeks in
August and/or November and an accompanying
weekly 'cap' on guided rods would eliminate
stacking of guided rod days during peak
consumer times....no change in total allocation
just spreading them out over a longer period.
Making the guides each have a different
changeover day whereby they only fish 6 out of 7
days would help in conjunction with having non
resident unguided anglers do the same...they can
fish for 6 days and then must take one day off the
river . . . they can not purchase their next days
until they have demonstrated a day off.

See other comments... No resident only fishing!!
This will not work, will not be fair, and is
discriminating! Non residents are our economy
here and spend $ regardless if they hire guides or
not. Do not affect our whole economy just
because of complaints from guides and their
buddies!!

There are 393 guide days on this river. Reduce
the guide days. With private access they
contribute greatly to the crowding. The average is
6.5 guided anglers per day. Some days there are
more guided anglers than non-guided. Guides
should not have preferential treatment on any
rivers.

The status quo zone is the most productive
section on the river and is the most fished. |
strongly suggest that the eight day lottery licence
system be implemented also in this section.

Excluding the lodges that generally operate on a
weekly schedule, many nonresidents stay in a
campground or B&B etc for a longer period as a
result of the travel distance to get to the Kispiox
and thus support the local economy. Therefore |
would suggest increasing the number of days
available in the lottery with residents only on
weekends. This provides the nonresident a longer
stay and since the Kispiox is a river most often
subject to fluctuations in flow, it would give the
anglers a more fair opportunity should the river
"be out" during their visit. Considering the
somewhat limited access to the river in many
areas, the target number appears extremely high
and causes considerable pressure in the lower
1/2 of the river. | would suggest to reduce the 795
angler day target significantly. Net result
potentially would be fewer anglers staying for a
longer period. Also there is no reason for the
guides to use those lower reaches of the river
during the peak angling times

Of late Sept/early Oct. If we limit the nonresidents
then it is imperative and only equitable to limit the
guide activity in order to reduce overall pressure!

It appears not many option are in place for this
system. What about the weekend fishery for
resident only? What about Triggers? What about
non-resident lottery option? It is my opinion the
options here do not consider resident use or
priority but are geared toward the commercial
sector. Resident priority is not for sale nor must it
be compromised by a handful of businesses that
care little of our fishery but more in lining their
pockets at any expense!

| believe with the intensions of question #15 but
strongly disagree with the status quo section! This
is the best fishing area and will not help protect
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fish stock. The entire river should be treated the
same!

Status quo zone is best area of river in my
experience (18 years) and is where most of the
problems re crowding, etiquette etc. occur. | also
feel there should be consideration of gear
restrictions on this river.

Guides are very aggressive therefore residents
should have at least a day. These rivers are a
world treasure, we as residents should have
priority when it comes to fishing. As for
nonresidents it should be a privilege to fish these
priceless rivers and the nonresident anglers
should be heavily controlled and pay for it.

In my opinion this river is the most overcrowded in
the region and the entire river should be lottery
access for non-residents of BC.

| do not find the river too crowded, there is always
somewhere to fish, and sometimes you just need
to go a little farther. | would suggest raising
licence fees and having a river guardian in,
implement the Saturdays for residents only and
leave it at that. | do not agree with items 15 & 16

Status quo zone has the potential to be severely
overcrowded-poor mesh with such a quality
fishery.

Displacement of guide effort to Skeena IV on
Saturdays can/will be a problem.

The Quality Waters issue is an attempt on the part
of the guides to solidify their position and profits.
Saturday is traditionally a 'travel day' for guided
clients. There are virtually no 'guided clients'
fishing on Saturday anyway.

No additional guided rod days.

Reduce rod days and spread the days over the
entire season rather than overcrowding with
guides in peak periods. There tourism is important
to more than just the interest of those with rod
days

Bear Claw guides need to respect all resident
anglers. They don't own the river!

There should be consideration of the provision for
additional launching sites if there are Crown lands
where such access may be developed.

Q23 Babine
Residents need to have priority assigned to them.

The Babine is a river that could benefit from a
severe reduction in both guided anglers, and non-
resident, non-guided anglers. It is frustrating being
a lifelong resident of B.C., and having to compete
with this circus-show of non-residents and guides
competing with B.C. residents on this river.

| caught my first Steelhead on the Babine. Last
year while fishing the upper Babine | was told by a
local guide that he and his client were there first
and | should move down stream. This really
makes me mad, | now plan to start packing my
hand gun when steel head fishing!

Please reduce opportunities for guides and non-
resident anglers on the Babine. | was born and
raised in the local area these are our rivers and
our fish.

20. Need more river than 2.5 km.
Keep more of the river for residents only
More of the river should be resident angling only

Reserving 2.5 km of the Babine for residents is
meager offering. | strongly support a review (and
major reduction in) the number of guided days on
the Babine. Under Bob Hooten's proposed AMP
back in the 1990's (or 80 s?) it was recognized
that the Babine was over allocated to guides.
There were also some excellent
recommendations in a more recent review by the
Parks branch (none of them adopted) including a
restriction on the use of jet boats to reduce
conflict between guided and non-guided parties
and disturbance to grizzly bears

Would like to see all watercraft that are used by
registered guides/assistant guides be identified on
all sides by a registered decal that is very visible,
and to see all guides/assistant guides wearing
some very visible identification to show that they
are registered guides/assistant guides

Strongly agree with a review of the existing rod
days and seek to reduce the total rod day
allocation

The Babine guide allocation is way too high! Even
when there are only a couple of non-guided
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parties on the river, it's still crowded from guided
clients alone! | find this a real turn-off, even
though | love the river otherwise.

BC Parks should manage all recreational floatcraft
by registering (and limiting if necessary) numbers
and days on the river.

Overcrowding by guides when Nilkitkwa is out big
problem

This river system should really be Guide only for
NRA since it is one of few Class 1 waters we have
in pristine condition.

You need to be able to put in for a draw and
choose from 1 - 14 days, because there are a lot
of anglers that only come to fish for 3-4 days and
people also come for multiple week/river trips.

The Babine is seriously over-guided above the
"gate" due to two guided operations + sat. camps
in the upper river. It is next to impossible to fish a
dry fly run first thing unless one camps on site.
The River should not loose its focus as bears first,
people second.

This stream will see increasing pressure, reducing
the value of the guided experience at the top end.
These recommendations are an example of that,
limiting guiding to the zone below Nilkitkwa. The
zones up to the fence were, at one time, a well
used area for Norlakes Lodge. Angler movement
along the trials was limited, as was the fishing at
the fence. Now, as noted, the area around the
bridge is a 'gong show' until the sockeye run is
done. Even afterward there's a lot of angler walk-
in activity down, now, to the Nilkitkwa. That's
because resident anglers are pushed to the more
remote areas, away from the Bulkley and Morice
for example, in an effort to sustain the solitude
and wilderness experience.

Our greatest industry is tourism, try to remember
that

| believe you are on the right track on the Babine
however the highly competitive nature of guides
on the river and access make it difficult for
resident anglers to have a high quality experience
(being first on the water on some runs). If you
extended the no guiding\resident only zone appr.
one more mile downstream to where the road
intercepts the river from the south. This would
allow resident anglers a stretch of river that would

offer them enough room to ensure a better quality
experience. This stretch of river can still be
accessed by individuals who do not have the
privilege of owning a river craft and don't mind
walking. This is something that must be kept in
mind when creating fishing boundaries and
opportunities to resident anglers. Not everyone is
a die hard steelhead fisherman wearing the $2000
worth of clothing and slinging the $1000 rod.
Opportunities must still be available to all
residents just looking for a nice day on the river. A
river they can access without buying a boat that
isn't overrun by guides and other non resident
anglers.

"Status quo" zones are a recipe for disaster.

| think there definitely needs to be a reduction in
rod-guide days on this system. Each guide often
has 4 or more clients and functions as a jet boat
driver, not a guide - they drop clients off in certain
spots and then leave them there unattended for
many hours. | also agree with making it no guiding
above the Nilkitkwa river - often times when
fishing is poor downstream the guides will use
there jet boats and come upstream, making the
river very crowded for people like me who don't
have a jet a boat and can only fish a very limited
portion of the river.

(20.) Recognizes resident priority.

Also guide boats should be identified and a max
of three guided anglers per boat.

These rivers are a world treasure, we as residents
should have priority when it comes to fishing. As
for nonresidents it should be a privilege to fish
these priceless rivers and the nonresident anglers
should be heavily controlled and pay for it.

There is a significant over allocation of guide rod
days on the PREMIER section of Babine
downstream of Nilkitkwa mouth. This fishery is
known to be completely dominated by the 2 guide
operators.

Limiting guide activity above Nilkitkwa will
exacerbate the issue raised in point one.

A reduction in guide rod-days is required.
Agee on the reduction of guided rod days.

Crowding should be controlled by changes to bag
limits, species closures. and gear restrictions
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Three lodges have far too many rod-days! 1,650
more than the Bulkley

The Babine River requires expert power boat
operation and knowledge to operate on the Upper
Babine. Drift rafting requires expert
operators/guides to drift the whole river as it is
very dangerous below the Silver Hilton Lodge.

Q28 Bulkley
| believe option 2 would lend itself to a better
experience for residents.

I'm not sure why the resident only section on the
Bulkley is limited to the 3 'easily accessible'
waters? This has to be a mistake!?! Why not have
whole reaches of the prime Bulkley water made
resident only, and have the guides and the non-
guided non-residents fight over what's left.

| rarely fish the Bulkley above Smithers these
days due to crowding

As per my comments above, the trigger should
match the figure attributed to use by the targeted
class (non-guided, non-resident anglers). A lower
trigger is more desirable than a higher trigger as it
will result in direct management intervention at an
earlier time.

No guide boats or non residents below Suskwa
Valley bridge. Have had guide boats race across
the river to beat walk in fisherman to their only
fishable water on several occasions.

Non residents tend to get to a hole and stay all
day, not permitting resident access.

I'm not sure | understand the questions? However
| strongly feel that the number of guides and non
resident anglers needs to be reduced.

24. Need more than three runs.

| suspect that with the implementation of such a
plan CW fees will increase for resident fisherman.
If this plan was borne out of frustration
experienced by the resident fisherman from
having a limited fishing experience, then | would
hope that there are not any complaints from
resident anglers when fees are increased to cover
costs of any additional administration, monitoring,
or licensing.

| am sympathetic to anglers who travel great
distances to fish BC waters, only to discover that
they have arrived during a period of heavy rainfall
that has blown out their target river. At least
during a non-AMP era that angler would have had
the freedom to move to another river the next day.
Lotteries and Limited-day Licences will create a
reduction in Non-Resident Angling pressure, but
that type of management may have negative
implications for our tourism industry.

| can honestly say that most of my negative
fishing experiences have not been a result of
conflict with non-guided, non-resident anglers,
most have resulted from guides that are pissed off
that I'm fishing an area in which they usually take
their clients. With scowls on their faces they zoom
by on their jet boats, trying to send me the
message that | shouldn't be there. That type of
behaviour doesn't enhance the quality of my
fishing experience.

| hope this plan is not implemented.

The entire Bulkley river system should be resident
only fishing on Saturdays and Sundays

Entire river should be resident-only on weekends

A lottery system should be implemented
immediately on the Bulkley river. The fish in this
system are being pounded relentlessly, leading to
conservation issues. At the end of the day,
conservation of the fish must rise above all the
rhetoric about guiding and lost tourist dollars.
Lotteries on other rivers will only lead to huge
overcrowding issues on the Bulkley if angler days
on the Bulkley are not also controlled as part of an
overall comprehensive plan for the region

The Bulkley contains several hundred classic
fishing runs. Offering residents exclusive access
to three walk-in spots (two of which are marginal
fly water) is an empty gesture. What about
residents who fish from boats? Let the casual
tourist with loafers and a spinning rod fish these.
There are at least a dozen full day drifts on the
Bulkley. On any given day, a couple of these drifts
should be residents only. That is more than
reasonable. A rotating schedule would allow non-
residents a chance to fish each drift at some
point. | would also support limited entry for
residents for these resident-only drifts to allow
residents to experience a world-class fishing
stream under uncrowded conditions.
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It is difficult to evaluate a recommendation like
814 angler-days in limited-day licences to non-
guided, non-resident anglers because there is no
context with respect to current total angling effort.
A comparison of estimated total effort with and
without this restriction would help me to provide a
more informed opinion (maybe this was in the full
report that | didn't read) Surveys of the Thompson
River steelhead fishery suggest that a maximum
of 1 angler per km is a good target to ensure a
quality fishery for that river. The approach | would
like to see for the Bulkley and the other major
Skeena fisheries is to develop river-specific
targets for angler density and then simply reduce
current non-resident, guided, and resident effort
(in that order) to achieve the target. If the target is
being met by guided and resident anglers, then
non-residents are out.

#27 - would like to see the 814 angler-days be
lowered to 600

would like to see all watercraft that are used by
registered guides/assistant guides be identified on
all sides by a registered decal that is very visible,
and to see all guides/assistant guides wearing
some very visible identification to show that they
are registered guides/assistant guides

# 24 the entire Bulkley should be resident anglers
only on Saturdays and Sundays no non residents
and no guiding # 26 disagree with the non
resident allocation of 1716 anglers and would
prefer something around or less than the #27 -
814 average use days As well, the total guided
rod day allocation should be reviewed and
reduced

The problem of over crowding is most apparent
from the 15th of Sept. to the 15th of Oct. | would
like to see a lottery for this time frame. The
shoulder season does not need much or any
regulation. We should find a way to utilize more of
the resource in these shoulder seasons
specifically the end of the season. This should
conceivably increase the economic gains in times
when Guides have openings, restraints are not
packed and hotels have open rooms.

The Bulkley needs some action now. These
recommendations won't change anything for me. |
wouldn't want to just fish at those spots, with
everywhere else crowded. It seems like the

Bulkley is being sacrificed so that other areas can
be more tightly regulated.

Be careful that any change does not herd people
upstream to the Morice

Prefer status quo licensing

| would like to see a status quo zone for all
classes if a lottery is implemented for the Bulkley.

Steelhead stamp should be mandatory till
December 31

Utilize "permit to accompany" as wildlife does so
residents can have family members fish with them
without having to go to a lottery. Make us pay for
this "permit" within reason <$50./family member
and limit it to maybe a three week period to
accommodate for water conditions or fluctuations
in schedules.

You need to be able to put in for a draw and
choose from 1 - 14 days, because there are a lot
of anglers that only come to fish for 3-4 days and
people also come for multiple week/river trips.

Mode of transport (jet boats) an issue taking away
from a quality experience. Many of the
recommendations are a deflection of Bulkley
River stewardship such as 24 & 25. This river
needs to be promoted as a walk-in and drift boat
fishery, which would mean a good number of rod
days of equivalent experience. | have lost interest
in the Bulkley due to crowding at present levels of
angling pressure.

Go with the average use option with 10 day
licence. This will encourage longer visit trips. The
average use allocation is more representative of
‘reasonable’ fishing space.

Option 2 is my choice

By now you will have guessed that | am against
all these restrictions.

Agree with question 24 but strongly disagree that
the area set aside is adequate given two of the
spots also function as boat launches (Chicken
Creek and Telkwa River). Additionally after the
flooding last year | under stand that Chicken
Creek is not the calibre of whole that it used to be.
In a nutshell this is a starting point only and
instead of small polls sections of river need to be
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allocated to resident only on Saturday's. What the
group is proposing amounts to a few token spots

but does nothing to address the issue of resident

priority.

27. Strongly agree with the selection of Option 2
but strongly feel that the lottery with limited day
licenses needs to be implemented effective upon
approval of the plan as appose to after target is
exceeded in twice in three years.

First and foremost | would like to thank the East
Working Group participants for the time and effort
put towards this extremely important issue. As a
resident of Houston, B.C and a avid steelhead
angler | definitely support this initiative and more
importantly the quality of a fishery which is critical
to the many users that rely on and utilize the
fishery directly and indirectly. My home waters are
the Morice River and the upper portions of the
Bulkley River.

Bulkley River:

As identified in the draft plan the issues on the
Morice River are quite similar to those of the
Bulkley. As such | propose to just touch on some
of the differences in terms of management tools
and possibly closures but agreeably the issues
are the same.

Management Alternatives:

For the most part the alternatives that | put
forward for the Morice would also be applicable to
the Bulkley with the following differences:

1. In addition to the resident only closures put
forward in the plan | would put forward a resident
only closure on Saturdays from the start of the
upper Bulkley to Barret Station bridge. This
closure dovetails with the closure for the lower
Morice

2. Immediate implementation of LEH in
conjunction with limited day licenses. Given the
outdated nature of the current angler day
numbers and not reflecting the true magnitude of
the fishing pressure it is necessary to implement
these measures effective immediately. We may
have only one chance to implement this strategy
given the political will and as such the time is
know as we all know the pressure will only
increase in the future.

Resident only area around mouth of the Telkwa
needs to be made to include the run called the
Burn.

Crowding on the Bulkley between Quick to Telkwa
was extreme this year, bring the limited day
licence in now

The resident only areas in Telkwa must extend to
the bottom of the "Eddy" run as well as including
the "Burn"/ "Cement Plant".

| think 1716 is a lot of angler-days for this system.
In my opinion 814 is more reasonable number
and think that sort of reduction wouldn't impact
the local economy too much.

| do not agree with the statement "The most
important factor in weighing the different options
was trying to manage non-resident anglers
without seriously impacting local businesses that
depend on those anglers." | believe the goal
should be to address crowding issues of non-
resident anglers and to improve the quality of the
fishing experience. It has been identified that
resident opportunity should be improved, the plan
should focus to improve those opportunities. With
an improved angling experience, lottery
implementation and a higher status placed on the
fishery, demand will increase and local
businesses can charge accordingly, thus offset
volume with quality and possibly improve
revenues.

(24.) | suggest making the Bulkley river resident
only on weekends.

(25.) Agree, recognizes resident priority.

(26.) Option way too high. Crowding problems
already exist.

(27.) Average use still equates to identified
crowding problems. Target should be reduced by
33% of average. (814-33%=545 days)
Considering the lag of implementation of the
lottery and the crowding identified. Permits should
be no longer than 8 days.

Additionally, demand and pressure will increase
as restrictions to non-residents are implemented
throughout the watershed, so measures must be
in place to handle surges on all identified rivers.
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*Also guide boats should be identified and a max
of three guided anglers per boat. No new rod days
allocated to existing guides, any if any additional
rods days are considered, they are to be allocated
to new applicants, and those days reduced from
the 8 day licence quota.

Another ploy by guides to take over another
portion of B.C.(ElIk River etc nonsense) Just shut
down Tourism B.C. and take out a series of ads
telling folks to just stay home.

This is ridiculous again!! How is the average
person to know the rules and regs when they are
like this. | know the sellers of tags etc will have to
go to school to understand all the restrictions.
Leave well enough alone and deal with real issue
of lack of fish!! It all will take care of itself.

If meaning is related to non-residents fishing in
the region and regular residents are unaffected
then | strongly agree

How can this be enforced?

this river is much to crowded and a eight day
lottery should be considered river wide.

Suggest option 2 (average use) target non-
resident non guided anglers.

Stop the jet boats period!

Re: lottery - it would be preferable to give those
who've made consistent annual trips an
advantage over those who haven't been before--if
that's possible

The lottery figures are still too high, in my opinion.

put the use of jet boats on a lottery system, odd
even day's for residents and non residents

These rivers are a world treasure, we as residents
should have priority when it comes to fishing. As
for nonresidents it should be a privilege to fish
these priceless rivers and the nonresident anglers
should be heavily controlled and pay for it.

There is too much pressure on this river and the
jet boats that are unguided are largely driven
without consideration for other fishermen or
fingerling fish that | regularly see washed up on
the riparian gravel by waves from jet boats. When
| last fished on this river there was no indication

that the unguided jet boats had any sense of what
they were doing! Until the boat size and speed is
regulated the fabulous Bulkley will only be a
shadow of what it once was. There is pressure
from the guide outfits to keep motors on the river
but until they are removed from the equation the
Bulkley and real anglers will suffer.

Resident only weekends for section from Suskwa
mouth to Porphory creek Reduce guide effort in
same section -Option 1 = crowded water

Reduce pressure on the resource by reducing
guided rod days

There are no need for lotteries on a river like the
Bulkley. Guides complaining are a bigger issue
and they could certainly have their rod days
reduced. Resident fisherman complaining are
those spending a large # of days on the river with
no consideration for others. resident or visitors.
There were more fisherman in the past with no
crowding issues. Now that there are guides and
lots of rod days, we have issues. Perhaps the
guides could take clients over a larger area and
time span instead of hammering the same holes
day after day. Small rivers like the dean and
Babine have less runs that are fishable and can
become overcrowded. The Bulkley river is much
different with lots of area for fishing and an
economic effect. The visiting fisherman and their
spouses are what keeps business alive and
profitable for them to be here for all visitors
whether guided or not. Protectionism for the sake
of a few would be a stupid decision. | have fished
the Bulkley/Telkwa for 50 years and have seen
the effect of rod days and guides on the river

very much in favour of any mechanism that would
temporally dissipate angler use of this river;
crowding ruins the experience during peak
season late Sept / early Oct. Allow a limited
number of non-resident non-guided anglers to
access the river, but spread this effort out over the
season, as opposed to allowing it to occur all
during peak season.

If Kitwanga, Suskwa, and Kispiox have Saturdays
only for residents then Bulkley must be residents
only for residents or it will be chaotic. All the
central and eastern anglers will be at the Bulkley
or Morice. Also, the guides need to be told to
respect "all" anglers or get off the river! Far too
many illegal guides based out of Telkwa
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accommodation (old Douglas Motel [Alberta] and
Ft Telkwa see website)

The option 1 (high use) is too high. Chicken
Creek-Toboggan Creek-Telkwa River areas
should not require a steelhead stamp during
classified waters.

Q32 Morice

| used to fish a lot of days in the fall on the Morice,
as well as the upper potion of the Bulkley. Low
numbers of steelhead combined with high number
of anglers in the last few years have frustrated me
somewhat. | live & work (own a business) in
Houston and enjoy the outdoors in this area. |
would support a management system that allows
an uncrowded (and unabusive) time for me on the
river. My dollar investment in the sport of angling
is quite high, as | own a river boat and several
rods & reels (both fly and lure), waders, etc. | am
not sure if overcrowding is caused by guiding or
nonresidents. Perhaps residents is to broad of a
term and should apply to regional residents only,
where all but regional residents are restricted by a
lottery for limited day licences.

Non-resident crowding is an issue on the Morice -
at a minimum, a lottery should be implemented,
and several prime sections made resident only.

| support Option 2 (average use) as it will enable
that a lower threshold is considered to give effect
to the limited-day licences. As per my comments
above, the trigger should match the figure
attributed to use by the targeted class (non-
guided, non-resident anglers).

Implement lottery immediately.

The angling guide management review should
include a reduction of guided angling. Resident
angling only on Saturdays and Sundays.

Length of camping restrictions to those campers
who stay and fish for long periods of time. More
emphasis on education and etiquette. More
enforcement on all rivers

Angling guide review should include a reduction of
guided angling. Should be available to residents
only on weekends

A lottery system should also be considered
immediately for the Morice river. My experience is

the lower Morice (Aspen to Bymac) can be quite
overcrowded.

The information is contradictory here. If crowding
occurs on the Morice, and it is felt that residents
need more opportunities, then how can the status
quo be adequate. A lottery and limited-day
licenses for non-residents should be implemented
immediately. As per my comment above for the
Bulkley, an angler density target is also needed
for the Morice, and it should be lower than that for
the Bulkley to reflect lower steelhead densities.

#30 - would like to see less angler-days (I would
suggest 350) and then adjust up/down or keep the
same in the future depending on data available
after at least a 2 year period passes

Owould like to see all watercraft that are used by
registered guides/assistant guides be identified on
all sides by a registered decal that is very visible,
and to see all guides/assistant guides wearing
some very visible identification to show that they
are registered guides/assistant guides

The Morice should also be Resident Anglers only
on Saturdays and Sundays no non residents and
no guiding.

| disagree with #29 and would prefer #30 around
449 average days

Eight-day licences should be implemented here -
some people come and camp for a long time.

Steelhead stamp should be mandatory until
December 31

You need to be able to put in for a draw and
choose from 1 - 14 days, because there are a lot
of anglers that only come to fish for 3-4 days and
people also come for multiple week/river trips.

| prefer the lower figure option, of which should
also be the threshold target for lottery allocation.
The water between Morice Lake and Lamprey
Creek, or a portion thereof should be drift boat
only. A non-guided section should also be in place
occupying 1/3 of the river's length. Feel that
similar to the Bulkley River areas need to be set
aside for residents only on the Morice River.
Would like to propose from Bymac Campground
to bottom end of the Morice and also from Aspen
campground to Owen flats.
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29/30: Strongly agree with the selection of Option
2 but strongly feel that the lottery with limited day
licenses needs to be implemented effective upon
approval of the plan as appose to after target is
exceeded in twice in three years.

First and foremost | would like to thank the East
Working Group participants for the time and effort
put towards this extremely important issue. As a
resident of Houston, B.C and a avid steelhead
angler | definitely support this initiative and more
importantly the quality of a fishery which is critical
to the many users that rely on and utilize the
fishery directly and indirectly. My home waters are
the Morice River and the upper portions of the
Bulkley River.

| would like to put forward some
recommendations to the East Working for their
consideration in the final draft of the Angling
Management Plan. The recommendations that |
would like to put forward for consideration by the
East Working Group are based my experiences
and knowledge gained from use and enjoyment of
the river during the steelhead season. | would like
to put forward comments specific to the Morice
River and the Bulkley River separately.

Morice River:

| strongly agree with the problems and issues that
the working group identified on page 74 and 75 of
the draft plan. Specifically | think the key issues
as it relates to angler pressure include the
following:

1. Crowding near campsites during the classified
waters period and long-term campers. This is
particularly true of Bymac campground and Aspen
campground with both sites providing easy
access for boaters and anglers on foot.

2. Over the past 2 to 3 years there has been a
significant increases in the numbers of personal
watercraft that are being used to access the
portions of the river that have been previously
inaccessible to most users.

3. Increased pressure resulting from overcrowding
on other rivers in the Skeena watershed. As
identified by the group on page 67 section 5.9.2
poor weather and turbidity elsewhere in the region
often results in transfer of angling effort to the
upper Bulkley and Morice. In addition assuming
that this plan is implemented | believe that
restrictions proposed on other rivers in the

watershed will further compound the problem of
increased numbers being forced onto the Morice
and upper Bulkley River.

Given the acknowledgement of these issues by
the working group and the goal of the plan to
regulate angler usage and adhere to the concept
of resident priority | m perplexed why the working
group has put forward a wait and see approach to
management on the Morice River. Over the past 2
to 3 years there has been noticeable increases of
angler usage on the river which has definitely
detracted from the overall experience that can
realized by all anglers. Furthermore residents are
choosing to stay home during peak times given
the influx of guides and non-residents who
increase the difficulty around accessing the
fishery. Adoption of this plan and specifically
implementation of this plan with the proposed
restrictions on other rivers will further compound
the pressure issues on the Morice and Bulkley. As
such | propose that the time is now to put forward
restrictions outside of the status quo being
recommended by the working group. Please
accept these suggestions as possible
modifications to your draft management
strategies:

Management Alternatives:

1. | agree that limited day licenses do little by
themselves to reduce pressure during peak
seasons. As such implement a limited entry lottery
linked to non-guided, non-resident limited day
licenses effective upon endorsement of the plan.
Currently the working group is proposing a
pressure threshold that needs to be hit in two of
three years before this management strategy is
implimented, which is not immediate enough and
does nothing to address the issue that is presently
occurring. The working group acknowledged
issues with pressure during peak times.
Furthermore the numbers used to assess the
number of rod days is outdated (2000) and does
not adequately represent the current situation on
the river which if formally known would surely
result in the immediate implementation of this
strategy. | put forward that the number of angling
days available would be an average of Option
1(617) and Option 2(449) for a total number of
available angler days of 533. As per other working
groups.

It was deemed that this strategy will help to
distribute non-guided, non-resident pressure over
a wider window and limit some pressure during
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the peak times which is consistent the issue that
the working group identified and with the intent of
the plan. The group has discounted this option for
immediate implementation but provided no clear
indication as to why they believe it will be
ineffective when applied in combination upon
endorsement of the plan.

2. Extend the classified waters window and time
required for a steelhead stamp to August 15 to
November 15 which coincides with times that
there are catchable numbers of steelhead in the
river and conditions are still conducive to angling.
This option was discounted by the group given it
precludes on the tail end of the season marketing
reduced costs for the shoulder season. In my
opinion this is the best time of the season given
the presence of more fish, larger fish, and less
people. It is more difficult to coax fish to the fly but
it is definitely still a productive time given reduced
pressures and more fish. In addition given the
current surplus of guided rod days on the river this
will have minimal impact to guides. Also this will
also assist with the distribution of guided rod days
outside of peak times.

3. There is no definitive trigger or impact to guides
as currently put forward in the management
strategies for the Morice. In my opinion the guides
on the river have to be willing to shoulder some
impact or logistical inconveniences at a minimum.
| would like to propose that if the rod days for two
out of three years exceed a predetermined option
(i.e. Option 1) then the restrictions on number of
guide boats and/or clients per guide boat be
restricted in some fashion to reduce angler
pressure. The working group has identified an
overcrowding issues during peak times but
indicate on page 76 under Management Element
7 that this is not a problem right now. In my
opinion the guides are putting forward that they
are not part of the problem and furthermore are
not willing to be part of the solution by making any
compromises. In my opinion this is a biased and
unfair assessment of the problem and a lack of
recognition that they contribute to the
overcrowding issue as much as the

next person. By agreeing to be part of the working
group you must be able to look past your personal
needs and advocate for the larger good of the
community. Page 6 and page 47 of the draft plan
stipulates that representatives were expected to
represent all interests and furthermore must take
part as members of the community, not as

representatives of any particular sector. Based on
the dismissal of any strategy that has the potential
to impact guides now or in the future it would
appear that the guides may be perceived as
representing a narrower interest.

4. | would also like to propose that the following
areas for partial closure to guided and non-
guided, non-resident usage:

a. From Bymac Campground to the junction of the
Little Bulkley River and Morice River;

b. From Aspen campground to Owen Flats

The areas should be designated as resident only
Saturdays at a minimum or resident only
weekends be designated for these portions of the
river. This strategy is being proposed for several
other rivers covered in the plan and is consistent
with the concept of resident priority, which is
currently totally lacking in the status quo approach
being put forward by the working group. In
addition this approach does not totally preclude
guided and non-guided use on the river it just
means that they have to move to other sections of
river. In the draft plan on page 76 the group states
that this option is not needed on the Morice but do
nothing to substantiate why especially in light on
the issues that the group identifies. Again this
intuitively makes no sense and undermines the
overall intent of the plan given resident priority is a
key principle.

To summarize for the Morice the status quo as
put forward is unacceptable given the intent of the
Angling Management Plan and the issues for the
Morice put forward by the working group.
Furthermore the notion of precluding almost all of
the management elements put forward for
consideration by the working group with little of no
rational in light of the issues is unacceptable. |
think that residents, guides, and non-residents all
need to be willing to make sacrifices for the good
of all unless a strong rationale can be provided
and it not acceptable to just ay that it is not
needed or the tool was rejected.

In terms of the strategies | put forward this in my
opinion represents the ideal. Obviously the ideal
would most likely represent no compromise on the
part of myself or resident anglers as a whole. As
such if | was to rank my recommendation above in
order of importance from highest to lowest it
would be 1, 4, 3 then 2.
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Crowding WAS an issue on the Morice this year,
particularly with American anglers. Jet boats
outfitted to the helm with people in matching
outfits staking out the runs between Aspen and
Bymac every time | went out... vehicles looked
like guiding operations and were from Washington
and Idaho. There was even a film crew following
one of the jet boats. Very rude and arrogant
anglers as well. | strongly disagree with leaving
the Morice status quo and going to the lottery
system on all the other systems as this will create
a very serious crowding problem on this river.

Need to limit long term stream side camping at
Aspen and Bymac

Again, | think 449 is a better number than 617.

(29.) Option way too high. Crowding problems
already exist.

(30.) Average use still equates to identified
crowding problems. Target should be reduced by
33% of average. (449-33%=300 days)
Additionally, demand and pressure will increase
as restrictions to non-residents are implemented
throughout the watershed, so measures must be
in place to handle surges on all identified rivers.

Max. 8 day licence permit

*Also guide boats should be identified and a max
of three guided anglers per boat. No new rod days
allocated to existing guides, any if any additional
rods days are considered, they are to be allocated
to new applicants, and those days reduced from
the 8 day licence quota.

| do not believe the working group has done an
adequate job at reducing identified crowding
issues by not suggesting immediate
implementations of management tools. same as
Kispiox and Bulkley

If meaning is related to non-residents fishing in
the region and regular residents are unaffected
then | strongly agree

Again this river is too crowded and a better
angling experience can be achieved through a
eight day non-resident lottery.

Option 2 average use non-resident non guided
anglers.

Re: lottery - it would be preferable to give those
who've made consistent annual trips an
advantage over those who haven't been before--if
that's possible

These rivers are a world treasure, we as residents
should have priority when it comes to fishing. As
for nonresidents it should be a privilege to fish
these priceless rivers and the nonresident anglers
should be heavily controlled and pay for it.

Considering the fact that Coho returns in the
Skeena tributaries have become terrible it is about
time that fall fishing be closed on some of these
smaller rivers.

We cannot have the guides allowed to use more
rod days than the residents.

Reduce guiding

very much in favour of any mechanism that would
temporally dissipate angler use of this river;
crowding ruins the experience during peak
season late Sept / early Oct. Allow a limited
number of non-resident non-guided anglers to
access the river, but spread this effort out over the
season, as opposed to allowing it to occur all
during peak season.

Sat only for residents or all central anglers
(Kitwanga, Suskwa and Kispiox) will fish the
Bulkley and Morice on Saturdays.

Fine river: the whole river form the lake down
should be open for the whole season. Effort
should be made to provide more access points on
the upper river.

Q39 Zymoetz |

Please please implement #37 - non-residents
must be guided. Why increase the number of
guide days, especially if there are concerns about
"the number of guides working in the area"???
The goal should be to decrease the number of
non-residents, because the fishing experience of
residents in this province is being compromised
by them.

Do not increase rod days for current guides, why
not offer someone else the opportunity to obtain
rod days (maybe natives).

Phase Il Consultation Report Skeena Quality Waters Strategy Appendices A — O 66



Instead of increasing rod days for current guides,
why not offer someone else the opportunity to
obtain rod days.

| agree with the working group finding that the
carrying capacity of this river is limited and |
recommend that the working group or MOE must
establish what the carrying capacity is during this
process. In order to ensure that access priority will
be provided for resident anglers in the long term it
is imperative that no further rod-days be allocated
until it can be shown that the carrying capacity will
support this without compromising future resident
access. | am concerned that the plan currently
provides a recommendation to increase the rod-
day allocation for guides without a clear sense of
how this may one day limit the availability of this
resource to resident anglers. Perhaps a
temporary or short-term increase in the rod-day
allocation can be considered until such time as
resident demand precludes this level of guiding on
this river. A lottery system for residents should be
avoided and should only apply once other classes
of anglers are fully restricted

| also recognize that the working group members
are striving for a balance of interests and this may
be represented by the recommended increase in
rod-days.

Helicopter transport of anglers is compromising
the quality of the walk-in fishery and | recommend
that helicopter use on this river should be
monitored and possibly regulated, perhaps
through a permit system. Passive efforts would
also be valuable, such as regular communications
with helicopter carriers to educate them as to the
specifics of the guiding regulations that apply.

No Increase in Guide days they are the problem
36. One angler per boat.

37. Give non-residents a lottery system.

38. How can the river be considered crowded and
then recommend increasing pressure. No
additional guide days should be allocated.

Re item #35 and 36. Limitations should be
implemented to restrict guides to one boat or one

helicopter trip per guide per day.

Before BC residents are restricted fishing time
due to river carrying capacities the number of

guided rod days should be decreased no
additional rod days this fishery is already over
subscribed

Maximum 2 anglers per boat

| am unable to comment on this river, however the
reason | don't fish here is largely due to the
overcrowded conditions | encountered the last
time | fished there.

What about the use of helicopters by the guides? |
fish this section a fair bit and | can't think of a
worse insult than being buzzed by a low-flying
helicopter after I've hiked into a wilderness river (it
s happened more than once). Helicopters aside, |
can't believe that a working group tasked with
addressing overcrowded fishing has
recommended that the number of guided days be
increased by 50%, especially when they have
noted that there are concerns with the number of
guides in the area. Why bother taking days away
from non-residents if you are just going to give
them to someone else. Limiting guided effort to
three clients in one boat is not going to help. Nine
guided fishermen per day alone (never mind
residents) are too many for this section. #38 -
would like to see the rod-days remain the same to
maintain the class 1 criteria

would like to see all watercraft that are used by
registered guides/assistant guides be identified on
all sides by a registered decal that is very visible,
and to see all guides/assistant guides wearing
some very visible identification to show that they
are registered guides/assistant guides

Should Zymoetz | be closed earlier (November
1?) so that the steelhead are not being targeted
more than is good for fish on their spawning
grounds

This applies to all guides and all angling areas
where there are rod days in Region 6 (and
through out the province) - would it be better that
all guides register their clients by internet (digital
format) to MoE the morning of fishing or before
going fishing so to help legitimize their recordings
and to help guides to be seen as guiding in a legal
manner (as well as help MoE keep on top of
things in a more immediate manner)

#35 and #36 should read Limit guides to one boat
or helicopter per day | agree with an increase in
guided rod days but in no way should it be
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increase by more than the proposed 10 days each
for an additional 30 rod days in total

No new rod-days

Enforcement could minimally be at the entrance to
the one access road.

Keep the guides to only person (angler) they can
guide

What about helicopters? | encounter more heli-
guided anglers than boaters in the Class 1
section. Is "boat" a catch-all meaning a guided
party?

Why not move boundary to the confluence with
Clore?

Have the new rods only to be used in the new
extended classified time

lllegal guiding has been a problem

No heli-fishing permitted for both wildlife and
quality angling experience.

Was the additional rod days offered to the guides
on the upper Copper as a trade off for limiting the
number of boats on the river? | don't agree with
adding additional pressure on the river. This
exercise is about offering a better quality
experience to resident anglers. This comment is
perhaps coming from the guides and | do not
believe it at all!

Access to the river is only possible by helicopter,
or you know where and how to find the few spots
to reach the river. Access is just known by a few
non-residents. By sure there is no overcrowding
on Zygotes 1 area, cause you have to drive 50 km
gravel road, pay for classified 1 and invest a lot of
energy to reach spots. This is not done by a lot
anglers, just a few. | just meet once a angler
(Terrace local) when | fished there. Even me, who
is a dedicated steelhead fly fisher just go there
approx. once during my entire stay of around 20
days at Terrace.

Again, the guides like to have Zymoetz 1 under
their control, cause it is quite profitable for them.
That's the real reason | believe. "Overcrowded
Zymoetz 1" is not even an argument, it's just a
joke... I think these changes are very necessary.
This section of the river is small and very

vulnerable to the increases in angling pressure
seen over the years. | have fished this section of
the river for several years now and seen a marked
increase in angling traffic.

My other concern about this section of river is the
use of terminal tackle. It is a small river and easily
angled with a fly. The fish are aggressive, and in
my opinion there should be a fly-fishing only
regulation for this section. The catch rates would
be a little bit lower (which is better for the fish!)
and the quality of experience would be better for
everyone. (36.) On this small system | believe it
should be 2 clients per guide per day. further
guide boats must be identified.

(38.) 1 do not agree that existing guides should be
allowed additional days. Instead these days
should go to new applicants only, and further
those additional days must be reverted back to
the province if the current user decides to leave
the business. Rod days are not transferable by
the users to another user. They must become
available and be applied for by a new user. Rod-
days are not for-sale by users. Extremely
important to make mandatory non-resident
requirement that they must be guided! Many
people abuse this area with B&B's and other
businesses ferrying non-resident fisherman to the
limited number of fishing holes and dropping them
off to fish and then picking them up later. Where
are the residents to fish? This is an all day, every
day scenario! | am against forcing non-residents
to be guided. My friends out side of BC would not
be able to come up and fish with me.

Suggest limiting guides to two anglers because
guides frequently fish too.

Not all guides use boats to transport clients so
rule of two should apply to guide rather than guide
and boat.

Enforcement needs to be strengthened and
conducted regularly or all the rules are pointless.
Any increase in rod days as a result of non-
resident guided only must hinge on this. If the NR
guided only is removed so too would the rod-day
that resulted from it.

All rod day must remain under the care custody
and control of ministry. The resale of rod days by
the holder "renter" must be prohibited. Distribution
will be under the exclusive control of ministry and
no compensation for un-used or re-distributed rod
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days will be given to renters! This is a blanket
comment for rod days Pressure is pressure,
whether guided or non-guided. The Copper has
too much pressure on it. To increase the number
of guiding days on the river would defeat the
purpose of amending the regulations (to reduce
pressure and allocate more of the resource to
local residents), and would only serve to increase
the economic fortunes of the guides who have rod
days on the Copper. The guides are exploiting
this section of river and should not have more
days allocated. These rivers are a world treasure,
we as residents should have priority when it
comes to fishing. As for nonresidents it should be
a privilege to fish these priceless rivers and the
nonresident anglers should be heavily controlled
and pay for it. Question 36: Three clients per boat
is too many. Two should be sufficient.

Question 38: No increase in rod-day allocation.
Residents don't have room to fish because there
are already too many guided clients.

Should be only 2 anglers with 2 guides per boat.

point 38 does not match the draft amp | received
which states 40 additional rod days each for a
total increase of 120. Grand total =178. (207%
increase) Please clarify

One boat per guide or 1 boat per guide operation.
Please clarify this.

No run on this section can accommodate 3
anglers at the same time.

An increase in commercial effort will result in
more helicopter traffic and destroy the wilderness
aspect of this unique fishery.

Weekends only for residents preferable. Where is
the resident priority reflected in this amp.

This fishery was once a refuge for residents
escaping from the more accessible and crowded
areas-why not manage in a way that returns this
opportunity to residents.

Almost all residents have only 1 option for access
and that is to drive in and hike. They cannot
compete with guides in helicopters. It requires a
long drive and hike, significant fuel expenditures
and more or less an all day commitment for
residents to angle here. | do not see any increase

in guide effort as contributing to the overall quality
of the fishery for residents.

Because this section of the river is extremely
difficult to access, this is clearly an attempt by the
guides to set a 'precedent' for 'guide only' sections
of a river. They expect that nobody will oppose
this issue and they will have set a precedent for
future bargaining.

All guiding should be eliminated on this river and
the lottery/limited day proposal implemented

Considering the number of non-resident guided
anglers being brought into this small, easily-
accessible river, it should be no surprise that
these same anglers want to return to the river as
non-guided anglers, after they've been guided
once or twice.

Needs more access as area around kilometre 30-
40 gets all the use/abuse on the fish stocks.

Q48 Zymoetz Il

Please don't increase the number of guide days -
this will defeat the purpose of the initiative to
reduce the non-resident anglers. Sections of the
Copper should also be made resident only.

Instead of increasing rod days for current guides,
why not offer someone else the opportunity to
obtain rod days.

This system has seen the biggest increase in
crowding of all the Skeena tribs in the last 5
years. Personally all non resident aliens should
have to be guided

Instead of increasing rod days for current guides,
why not offer someone else the opportunity to
obtain rod days.

As per my comments above, the trigger should
match the figure attributed to use by the targeted
class (non-guided, non-resident anglers).

| recommend that this process result in the
establishment of the carrying capacity of the Clore
River. The Clore is a small system with water
clarity that is negatively affected by major
sediment inputs in the lower watershed portion for
much of the angling season. It has a limited
capacity for anglers and is threatened by the
same crowding pressures as Zymoetz Il. The
management and use of rod-day allocations on
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this system would benefit from direct monitoring
and management of the carrying capacity of this
stream. Rod-days should be carefully applied to
this system. | do not agree with lumping the rod-
day allocation and monitoring of Clore River
usage within the Zymoetz Il umbrella. This will not
provide the direct management | believe this
system requires. No increase in guide days, they
are the problem.

Need some way for residents anglers to be able
to take out their relatives or friends from other
parts of Canada. Hunting community came apply
to the Ministry a month in advance a guide
relatives or friends a couple times a year. 44. To
many.

Re item #46 There should be no increase of
guiding activity in Sept and Oct. Leave five guides
and 117 rod days and evenly distribute the
number of days over the season 20% in Aug and
Nov. and 60% in Sept / Oct.

Regulations limiting long term camping should be
implemented.

Change river from a class Il to a class | no
additional rod days

Non guided non residents= 150 angler days

I would like to see a restriction on the number of
assistant guides for all rivers (i.e., 0). With respect
to increasing guide days, my comment from #39
applies equally here.

#45 - Not sure this is workable. Could try and
adjust in the future if guides can justify.

#46 - would not like to see more rod-days given
unless good data available to justify

#47 - would like to see target of angler-days
lowered (I suggest 198), and then adjust up/down
or keep the same in the future depending on data
available after at least a 2 year period passes

would like to see all watercraft that are used by
registered guides/assistant guides be identified on
all sides by a registered decal that is very visible,
and to see all guides/assistant guides wearing
some very visible identification to show that they
are registered guides/assistant guides

should an upper part of Zymoetz Il be closed
earlier (November 1??) so that the steelhead are
not being targeted more than is good for fish on
their spawning grounds #40 the Zymoetz Il should
be classified from July 1st to April 30th

#41 Should be mandatory steelhead Stamp for
entire classified period

#46 There has been a significant increase in the
actual rod days used on the Zymoetz Il in Aug
Sept Oct over the last few years. There should be
absolutely no way that any increase of rod days
be allowed in Sept or Oct.

The proposed additional rod days of 30 each
would be ok only if they can be controlled and
spread out to not allow the majority to be used in
August should be no more than 10 days for each
guide in August. no new rod days

increase to only 20 days per guild must be used in
the new classified period

Major overcrowding issues with lots of illegal
guiding

Very crowded in 2008. Anglers were lined up
waiting in their cars to fish the run. This section of
river is the Vedder of the Skeena.

You need to be able to put in for a draw and
choose from 1 - 14 days, because there are a lot
of anglers that only come to fish for 3-4 days and
people also come for multiple week/river trips.

3 guests per guide is too large for a river of this
size. Nothing stops a guide for carting in a jet
boat.

Totally against the classified "pay for fishing"
concept. guides should be restricted to fishing
their sports on one run at a time rather than
spreading them all over the river

Again, increasing the guiding pressure will only
make this system busier. A certain portion of the
non resident non guided anglers will now hire a
guide, guides are better prepared and know the
river much better. In my opinion this wouldn't
change the situation all that much on the river. Go
with the lottery system and eliminate the Copper
River camps of Americans who contribute virtually
nothing to the local economy. The quality of the
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angling experience on this system has seriously
deteriorated because of this.

I'm fly fishing Copper river for the last 15 years
and it is much more than my favourite river, it's a
kind of "Vallhalla" for me, due to landscape,
scenic, the river and of course the steelheads. |
wrote down my experiences in a brochure (don't
worry, | didn't spread it) with information and
figures and facts, most locals and residents not
even know about this river. | personally know
most of the local guides and sorry for this
comment: In an overall view it's a quite poor
performance they provide to there customers.
Anyway, | never will use such a "guide" to show
me spots which | already figured out by myself
and how to fish there, by spending lot of time and
of course money... By sure many of anglers need
to be guided, due several reasons, but not me. To
protect Zymoetz river for the future is a must...and
a very tricky job to realize. Increasing
overcrowding is becoming a problem, but "guided
only" will not solve it, cause guides are a problem
too in this picture. Taking a look of your
committee members, | assume that all of them wiill
focus on achieving there personal interest targets.
Guides like to have control about business on
Zymoetz river and local anglers like to spend
there days (mostly weekends) on an non crowded
river. Both interests | can understand. But finally
the non resident or alien anglers like me are the
guys, which still provide the majority of money into
fishing linked operations at Terrace. Most
steelhead flyfisher | know, are by sure not looking
for guided fishing days on Copper river, but
appreciate much more to have impressive days
by being just a part of the river and his landscape.
It's a Canadian river and | clearly understand and
accept that locals like to have initial rights. So |
could agree to leave weekends to resident only
for instance. A kind of lottery is ineffective. |
mean, | can't agree if | have to plan a (even
expensive) trip in advance and being related to an
perhaps quite unpredictable lottery result. This is
really unprofessional at least from my point of
view.

Hope you find a proper compromise in this tricky
issue to ensure both - a clear and secure
prospective for Zymoetz river and his steelheads -
and anglers who find themselves in acceptable
conditions to visit this beautiful river also in future.
You have to find a proper balance - good luck !

My personal summary for Zymoetz river:

Fly fishing only

Include all tributaries into Zymoetz classified
waters Sunday for residents only Extend
classified period from Aug. 01 - May 31 No over
night camping along the entire river Proceed with
non guided status

| think all these changes are great ideas.
Something has to be done - this lower copper
river is so crowded that | don't fish there anymore
in September and October.

(43.) Reflects resident priority
(44.) Addresses crowding issues.

(46.)I do not agree that existing guides should be
allowed additional days. Instead these days
should go to new applicants only, and further
those additional days must be reverted back to
the province if the current user decides to leave
the business. Rod days are not transferable by
the users to another user. They must become
available and be applied for by a new user. Rod-
days are not for-sale by users.

(47.) Max. limited stay for 8 days. See humber 39
comments as they apply to this river section also!

This system has become almost unfishable by
resident anglers. Due to non-resident anglers

camping in front of popular pools. | think even
more restrictive measures should be taken.

Increasing the current guide allocation is a terrible
idea and a complete sellout to the guides. The
very low number of anglers in early/mid Aug.
doesn't warrant an increase and therefore this
increase will only be used during the peak Sept.
period further crowding the river with guides.
Dreadful! Inordinately better to maintain their
number of rod days and spread them out!
Pressure is pressure, whether guided or non-
guided. The Copper has too much pressure on it.
To increase the number of guiding days on the
river would defeat the purpose of amending the
regulations (to reduce pressure and allocate more
of the resource to local residents), and would only
serve to increase the economic fortunes of the
guides who have rod days on the Copper.

Allocate additional rod-days only to be used in the
month of August.
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Clore should remain classified but separate river.

These rivers are a world treasure, we as residents
should have priority when it comes to fishing. As
for nonresidents it should be a privilege to fish
these priceless rivers and the nonresident anglers
should be heavily controlled and pay for it.

Regarding question #46. The rod days should be
distributed evenly over the entire season so they
cannot all be used during Aug- Nov, which is the
busiest period.

Considering the fact that Coho returns in the
Skeena tributaries have become terrible it is about
time that fall fishing be closed on some of these
smaller rivers.

There are already too many guides. No increase
in allocation.

Should be only one angler per guide per day. If
the guide takes one angler in the morning and
one in the afternoon then 2 rod days are used up
for that guide.

How is a huge increase in guide effort justified?
How does this contribute to resolving the
crowding issue.?

One of the basic premises that the guides are
using in an attempt to justify their 'grab’ of the
fishing rights to our rivers is that 'locals' have
been pushed off of their home rivers. 'Locals with
whom | have discussed this situation chuckle and
point out that they have stopped fishing where the
regulations require 'catch and release'.

This attempt to 'grab’ fishing rights on the part of
the guides is based on greed, is unfair, and if
supported by the ministry will encourage further
manipulation of the ministry by special interest
groups.

The idea of giving weekends to the residents is in
no way a 'major gift' of the guides. Weekends are
travel days for guided clients and they rarely fish
weekends anyway. This is a 'red herring' tossed
into the discussion by the guides.

Eliminate guides

Having non-resident anglers camped out on these
runs is completely unacceptable.

Q56 Kitsumkalum
Commendable initiatives.

Guide pressure appears to have increased over
the last 3 years

Two per boat guided.

The recommendation that all non-residents must
be guided during the allowable guiding period is
very restrictive and will have implications to the
local economy. | would like the working group to
ensure that the principle of access priority for
Canadian residents over aliens is considered and
that an alternative measure of all non-resident
aliens must be guided is evaluated. Depending on
the success of this measure and the future scope
of management issues, the restriction could be
further extended to all non-residents.

Need some way for residents anglers to be able
to take out their relatives or friends from other
parts of Canada. Hunting community came apply
to the Ministry a month in advance a guide
relatives or friends a couple times a year. Non
guided non residents may not be that hard on the
resourse. Re item #51 allow only 3 guided anglers
per boat. This should be implemented for "ALL"
river systems. Re items #52 53 and 55. resident
angling only on Saturdays and Sundays

Resident anglers only on Saturday and Sunday
Too many rod days

Resident angling only should be Sat and Sun.
Maximum 3 guided anglers per boat

Government to claw back 25% of existing rod
days

This sounds a little more substantial. Why aren't
these options proposed for the other rivers (I wish
the resident anglers from the Terrace working
group lived in Smithers). Limiting the number of
guided fishermen per boat or per guide may mean
less people on the river, but it does nothing to
reduce angling effort. People fishing in a group
(assuming they stay together in a group) are
going to catch about the same number of fish
regardless of how many of them there are. Even
from a sociological perspective, for most Skeena
steelhead streams, the issue of 'crowding' applies
to the number of boats, not people. A much more
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effective policy would be to require guides to
remain with their clients throughout the day.
Presently, a great number of guides on the
Bulkley, Morice, Babine and Skeena mainstem,
behave essentially as taxi drivers, leapfrogging
back and forth with their jet boats, spreading
clients among as many runs as possible
simultaneously in order to monopolize large areas
and to put their clients first through as many runs
as possible. This greatly increases their impact on
both the fishing success and piece of mind of
other fishermen (they end up driving their noisy jet
boats past other anglers many more times than if
they remained with their clients). This tactic is
used more frequently as overall angler pressure
increases, compounding the problem.

#50 - would like to know if guides could justify
having two boats on either the upper or lower river
on the same day. If so then this might be an
option | might go for instead of only 1 in the upper
and 1 in the lower.

Also would be if favor of the guides having an
extension to Nov. 1 instead of Oct. 15

#51 - would like to see only 3 anglers per boat

would like to see all watercraft that are used by
registered guides/assistant guides be identified on
all sides by a registered decal that is very visible,
and to see all guides/assistant guides wearing
some very visible identification to show that they
are registered guides/assistant guides #49
disagree with all non residents must be guided.
They are not the problem in Sept Oct or April
May. The main increase has been in the use by
guides.

#51 should be a Maximum of three clients per
boat

#52 should be resident angling only on Saturdays
and Sundays for entire of the classified period --
no non residents and no guiding. # 53 & # 55 see
#52 # 54 should be a reduction in the number of
guides to 11 and preferable less in the combined
upper and lower river The number of anglers to
guides could be further reduced to two per guide.

ad. 51; too many per boat - guide should be able
to communicate with client - see guiding act
safety regs.

Four anglers per guided boat is too high. Why not
make it three as for Zymoetz?

No guiding in all upper river Saturday
Overcrowding by guides in spring

51) To many guided anglers per boat. Max
passengers on any boat in any river should be
restricted to 3. One guide looking out for the
safety of 4 is inappropriate.

#49 would make it "only the rich can fish"

(49.) Increases resident angler opportunity and
recognizes resident priority. Addresses crowding
issues.

(50.) Increases resident angler opportunity and
recognizes resident priority. Addresses crowding
issues.

(51.) Maximum 3 anglers per boat. Reduces
pressure and improves fishing experience. Guides
should not be allowed to fish while hired.

(52.) Increases resident angler opportunity and
recognizes resident priority. Addresses crowding
issues.

(53.) Increases resident angler opportunity and
recognizes resident priority. Addresses crowding
issues.

(54.) Increases resident angler opportunity and
recognizes resident priority. Addresses crowding
issues.

(55.) Increases resident angler opportunity and
recognizes resident priority. Addresses crowding
issues.

* | believe this working group has done an
excellent job to address the crowding issue,
improve the angling experience and respect
resident priority. These approaches and
management tool recommendations should be
looked upon as a model for other working groups
within the Skeena watershed.

Reduce the guide days. They have unlimited
access to upper river and only those with jet boats
can access the lower. Limit guides to certain days
on the river.
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Maximum 3 guided anglers per boat. With the
added restriction that guides can't angle for
themselves, only instructional.

#52 & 55 Would like to see the entire river
resident only angling on Saturday

Need to express caution as to the possibility of
negatively impaction the chinook season. By
limiting the steelhead fishery may cause crowding
on the chinook fishery and negatively impact
resident anglers.re:ques. 51- should be 3 per boat

This is my home river and the guides are
destroying it, the pressure caused by them in
spring and early fall is unacceptable for resident
anglers and fish.

These rivers are a world treasure, we as residents
should have priority when it comes to fishing. As
for nonresidents it should be a privilege to fish
these priceless rivers and the nonresident anglers
should be heavily controlled and pay for it. Should
be only 2 guided anglers per boat, which equal 2
rod days against the guides allocation.

Resident-only for entire weekend preferable.

Number 51 is pointless -does nothing to control
guide effort-no guide would have more than 4 in
their boat anyways.

Total 'grab’ on the part of the guides. Give nothing
get everything. The guides created a fictitious
problem saying that the ‘quality’ of fishing has
diminished, and then set themselves up as the
ones designated to 'solve' the problem. My
intelligence has been insulted.

Significantly reduce number of guide/rod days
with a goal of total elimination over time

Why 4 anglers/guide when Copper has 3
anglers/guide? Why resident anglers on Sunday
in West and Saturday in East and Central?

Should only be max of 3 anglers per guide boat.
Q61 Lakelse

should not be open to non residents from 01 Oct
to May 31 - this system is too small to be a
destination fishery

100 seems a bit low.

Any proposal for non resident fishing from June 1
- Feb 28 should include Resident angler fishing
only Saturdays and Sundays

September and October have become very busy
on the Lakelse river. The lower end of the Lakelse
especially on weekends, but more and more non-
residents are starting to show up putting more
pressure on a small system.

#59 and #60 - would like to see the Lakelse a BC
resident only river

Should also be Resident Anglers only on
Saturdays and Sundays all year

Overcrowding in spring and fall

Good set of recommendations; concern is still
walking on spawning beds by anglers, especially
around the Herman Pool area.

If these changes on the above rivers were to be
implemented for the Skeena System, then does
that mean the Kitimat River will be changed into a
classis fed watershed as well? Are their any
changes in the near future for the Kitimat?

Point 59: at the risk of repeating myself, | highly
recommend that this be adopted.

As you already mentioned above, Lakelse river is
not crowed by steelhead fisher, but for "meat
fisher" during the strong coho run. Most of them
are Canadians, if not locals, majority coming from
Alberta.

This is the problem and here you should find a
proper solution. Steelhead anglers are not
crowding the river.(58.) | do not agree that a
Steelhead stamp should be mandatory, the needs
to be a way to recognize the local food fisherman
for salmon (Coho) who are not targeting
Steelhead.

(59.) Increases resident angler opportunity and
recognizes resident priority. Addresses crowding
issues.

(60.) Increases resident angler opportunity and
recognizes resident priority. Addresses crowding
issues.
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Limited day liscences should be restricted to max.
8 days spread evenly throughout non-resident
period.

If meaning is related to non-residents fishing in
the region and regular residents are unaffected
then | strongly agree

This could work!

Sept and Oct is the peak season for Coho and
there are a great number of residents that
exclusively target this species. By implementing a
mandatory steelhead stamp in the months of Sept
and Oct would give false data, pressure and
demand on steelhead. All efforts need to be made
to accurately identify steelhead anglers and not
skew results by implementing a mandatory stamp
when other species are in the system an being
targeted.

#60 currently the LE River is a non-guided system
(no rod days allocated) it must remain as such.
The Lakelse is a phenomenal fly fishing river. |
would like to see significant portions of the river
be restricted to fly fishing only year round
(Herman's to Rock Island, Thunderbird).

This river can not sustain any more increase in
pressure.

These rivers are a world treasure, we as residents
should have priority when it comes to fishing. As
for nonresidents it should be a privilege to fish
these priceless rivers and the nonresident anglers
should be heavily controlled and pay for it.

The entire river should be for residents only due
to its small size, tremendous steelhead population
and accessibility. Fall steelhead fishery is
crowded particularly when other rivers in the area
are out due to high water.

Do we have the data collection capabilities to
monitor effort on a timely basis.??

No guiding

Worth protecting... definitely worth keeping guides
away from this small river.

Q68 Skeena IV downstream from Kitwanga
Bridge

Please don't increase the number of guide days-
there are already too many allocated.

Please keep in mind that this recreational fishery
has become completely overcrowded with
American angling groups, and I've seen
exchanges on the river which indicative of the
tensions. The goal should be to improve the
fishing experience of British Columbian residents,
and to do this, the number of non-residents must
be severely curtailed. Thanks for your time in
reading my responses.

| do not think that non-residents , should be
treated the same as a non-resident alien.
Considering that federal tax dollars go in to the
fish when they're in the ocean.

These comments are general and are not specific
to Skeena IV (Response form did not provide for
general comments):

| agree with the primary issue identified in the plan
of overcrowding in the peak season, generally
described as from mid-September to mid October.
| also agree that the main objective of the
proposed regulatory measures should be to
spread effort away from the peak period,
recognizing a principle of ensuring access priority
for residents. As a general comment, one
dimension | find notably absent from the plan is
the lack of distinction between non-resident
Canadians and those from out of country. As a
Canadian citizen, | recommend that access
priority for Canadians should also be a principle
that is specifically considered by this process. The
access priority hierarchy would then be:

1. B.C. residents

2. (non-resident) Canadians

3. Non- Canadians (aliens)

As another general comment, | found some
inconsistency between the working groups in their
recommendations regarding the period to apply
the Classified Waters designation and the
application of a mandatory Steelhead Stamp. My
recommendation is to consistently apply these
conditions for those waters and for those periods
where steelhead are a focal species (i.e. beyond
the recommendations in the plan also consider
applying this measure for the period Sept. 1 to
Dec. 31 to the Babine River, Kitwanga River,
Kitseguecla River, Kispiox River, Suskwa River
and Morice River and for the period Sept. 1 to
May 31 for the Kalum River). This enhances the
effort / success monitoring opportunity associated
with the Steelhead Stamp and the Steelhead
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Harvest Questionnaire. Specifically, this enables
the collection of information in the currently non-
peak periods that are being actively managed for
increased (shifted) effort. | do not accept the
argument that this is an onerous and incremental
cost to residents that are pursuing salmon. In my
experience, the salmon run timing in these
systems is largely coincident (coho in Sept. and
Oct.) with the current periods that the stamp
applies and/or there is generally a salmon closure
in effect.

| am a resident angler in the Skeena region and |
have developed a good knowledge of the subject
waters from 30 years spent on them. | have
reviewed the plan in full and benefited from
attending the Public House conducted in Terrace
on Saturday Nov. 15th. It is clear that a lot of
effort and thought has been put in to this plan by
the Working Group members, the Regional
Committee and the Ministry of Environment
(MOE) staff responsible for this initiative. | have a
keen interest in ensuring that this region
continues to provide a quality fishing experience
for all those that live in and visit this area. Thank
you for the opportunity to provide comments and
my sincere thanks to the Working Group
members, the Regional Committee and the
Ministry of Environment (MOE) staff responsible
for this initiative. Their thoughtful
recommendations and efforts are very evident
throughout the draft Angling Management Plan
and this is very much appreciated.

A letter to reinforce the comments provided in this
response form is also being sent to the process
facilitator.

There also is a proposal to not allow guiding for
an area below Kitselas canyon, | say the no
guiding area should be downstream of the
Kitwanga bridge for 5 miles. No more guides, they
are creating the problem and No increase in guide
days, they are the problem.. If we don't do
something now in ten years there will be no
steelhead fishing. Resident anglers will not
support the torture of our fish by non-residents all
over our river system item #63 there should be a
requirement for a steelhead stamp Aug 1st to Dec
31. Re item 65 and 66 there should be no
additional guiding opportunities allowed

Reduce angler days from 1000 to 50

No new rod days

Limited entry for non guided non residents when
effort exceeds 50re items 63,

there should be required steelhead stamp from
Aug. 1to Dec 31

65, 66 No additional guiding days should be
allowed

With respect to increasing guide days, my
comment from #39 applies equally here. | thought
the purpose of this angler plan was to decrease
angling effort, not develop new opportunities for
guides.

#67 - would like to see the angler-days changed
to 700 and implemented with a target of 700 and
then adjust up/down or keep the same in the
future depending on data available after at least a
2 year period passes

would like to see all watercraft that are used by
registered guides/assistant guides be identified on
all sides by a registered decal that is very visible,
and to see all guides/assistant guides wearing
some very visible identification to show that they
are registered guides/assistant guides # 63
Steelhead Stamp should be mandatory for August
1st to October 31 and then only required when
angling for Steelhead in other months.

# 65 & # 66 totally disagree with the proposal to
issue 30 additional days to existing guides and
the proposal to issue 4 new guides licences. The
Skeena |V is the one of the last and only areas
left that is not over run by guides and should be
left as is for now. We do not know what the
outcome of the implementation of the AMPs in the
rest of the region will do regarding transfer of
effort. At the very least, if there is any additional
days granted in Skeena IV(downstream of the
Kitwanga Bridge) they should be only granted
outside of the area from the Kitwanga bridge
downstream + - 10 or so kms. This area of
Skeena |V should be capped at its current
historical use.

As well, to avoid problems with transfer of effort
as a result of the AMPS, the Skeena IV should
also be resident angling only on Saturdays and
Sundays no non residents and no guides. no new
guiding or rod days
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There needs to be guiding only for the alien
anglers

For all rivers: improved boat access to even out
pressure on rivers. Increased licensing fees with
revenue to be used for the resource improvement.
Licensing fees are far below world wide average
for the quality of fishing that we have. It is
important that some of the revenue is used to
improve the fishery. no new rod days to be
allocated from Kitwanga bridge to 10 km down
steam of bridge and 10 km up and down steam of
Kitselas canyon. only 20 new more days for
existing guilds and only 2 new guides there is not
a big over crowding problem at this time in the
areas of Kitwanga and Kitselas but adding more
days to guilds with boats would get very busy fast
let them spread out in the other 100 km of river in
the Skeena IV One general comment for all
proposed changes. Canadians should be given
the same angling opportunities as resident
anglers. They should just have to pay more for the
opportunity like they do now. Unless other
provinces have similar restrictions if British
Columbians want to fish their trophy waters. i.e.
Atlantic salmon in the east.

Classified waters boundary needs to be changed
to railroad bridge in terrace

You need to be able to put in for a draw and
choose from 1 - 14 days, because there are a lot
of anglers that only come to fish for 3-4 days and
people also come for multiple week/river trips.

| strongly feel that limited entry is the wrong
approach for the entire Skeena system.

Frankly speaking (from an non resident view) the
steelhead stamp requirement is not quite logic.
What does fishing for steelheads in Skeena river
mean? | don't purchase a steelhead stamp and
tell everybody | just fish for salmon, hoping that a
steelhead attacking "by incident" my fly?

On every B.C. river, which contains steelheads or
is used as a "transfer" like most of the Skeena, a
steelhead stamp have to be mandatory for
everyone who is fishing. Resident anglers have
enough trouble fishing these waters, we do not
need to give the guides more days. Already too
much competition here for the few fish we have
left.

(66.) 1 do not agree that existing guides should be
allowed additional days. Instead these days
should go to new applicants only, and further
those additional days must be reverted back to
the province if the current user decides to leave
the business. Rod days are not transferable by
the users to another user. They must become
available and be applied for by a new user. Rod-
days are not for-sale by users.

(67.)Option way too high. Crowding problems
already exist.

(30.) maximum use still equates to identified
crowding problems. Target should be reduced by
33% of max. (1000-33%=670 days) Additionally,
demand and pressure will increase as restrictions
to non-residents are implemented throughout the
watershed, so measures must be in place to
handle surges on all identified rivers.

Max. 8 day licence permit

*Also guide boats should be identified and a max
of three guided anglers per boat. No new rod days
allocated to existing guides, any if any additional
rods days are considered, they are to be allocated
to new applicants, and those days reduced from
the 8 day licence quota.

| am aware this area has a humber of
unauthorized guides that are actually guiding the
mouth of the Kitwanga River! When ask they
indicate they are not guides, they are not guiding
and these fishermen with them are "friends" from
the States! Go figure.

If meaning is related to non-residents fishing in
the region and regular residents are unaffected
then | strongly agree

1000 user days may be too high and should be
re-evaluated.

Do not support 4 new guide opportunities as
much needs to be resolved with the current rod
day system. Guide must be prohibited from selling
rod days or acquiring compensation for said rod
days. You can't sell what you don't own. This
needs to be resolved before the addition of any
new rod days or the addition of new guide
opportunities. Regulations should not serve as an
economic opportunity for guides. The pressure on
the resource is reduced by limiting access to non-
residents and reducing or at least not increasing
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guide days on the river. All of the conservation
objectives can be reached without any increase to
the guiding days. Again, regulations should not
serve to line the pockets of the guiding industry.
Steelhead stamp should be mandatory as | have
been catching many Steelhead within that period
and the money should be used for Steelhead
conservation, habitat etc.

These rivers are a world treasure, we as residents
should have priority when it comes to fishing. As
for nonresidents it should be a privilege to fish
these priceless rivers and the nonresident anglers
should be heavily controlled and pay for it.

Steelhead Stamp should be required all year
round as the only month when steelhead are not
accessible is June.

A more complete study of the impact on riparian
areas by large boats should be undertaken and
recommendations should be made to lessen the
impact on fingerling fish near the stream bank.
Most guide boats do try to keep the wake down as
much as possible but unguided boaters seem to
disregard the environment and other anglers to
the point where standing near the Trans Canada
outside Vancouver is about the same as fishing
on the Skeena! There may be room for guide
effort increase below Kitwanga. There is ho room
for a guide effort increase in the zone from
salmon river to 4 mile bridge.

| thought the principal behind the QWS was to
decrease angling pressure. Adding guides,
increasing guide range, and increasing guide
days opposes the very principal on which the
QWS was formed. What clearer proof do you
need that this is a power grab by the guides.
These guides are behaving like “Americans.”

All anglers should be required to possess a
steelhead stamp if there are steelhead in the
Skeena system.

Obijective should be to reduce and eventually
eliminate the exploitation of a public resource
through the elimination of all guiding on the
mainstem Skeena and Bulkley/Morice. No guiding
on any of the tributaries where there currently is
no guiding. Reduction and eventual elimination of
guiding on small special systems like the Copper.
No increased guiding on rivers with long standing
guided tradition like the Kispiox and Babine
increased international attention to the lower

Skeena in July/August/Sept is clearly resulting in
more pressure than in the past.

Open mouth of Kitwanga to coho as returns are
way back to historical high numbers!
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Appendix H Local business: Response
Form comments

Q07 Kitseguecla and Kitwanga

Is it necessary to eight-day licence the entire
classified period? Or is there crowding in a more
specific period of time?

Change to class 1...use $ from increased licence
costs for creel surveys. We need better data.
Higher licence fees will cut down on crowding by
non-residents in my opinion.

| think if there is no guiding allowed on these
rivers, then there should be no non-resident
angler allowed to fish there either.

Keep rivers open for everyone.

Whatever changes are made should apply to
guided as well as non-guided anglers. The guides
should not have preferential treatment.

| am pleased that this is being addressed, these
rivers would be beat to death if there was a
closure elsewhere.

Q10 Suskwa

Change to class 1...use $$3% from increased
licence costs for creel surveys. We need better
data. Higher licence fees will cut down on
crowding by non-residents.

| think the Suskwa should be left for residents
only.

Keep rivers open for everyone.

A lottery system is not the way to go in the
Skeena watershed period. Consider and include
input from other sources beyond that of the limited
scope of the designated toolbox, as this
watershed and its many rivers, communities and
stakeholders are far more complex than the Dean
River (which the angling use plan makes several
references to) and this is a unique place, with
unique issues that may constitute legislation
changes, not only regulation changes.

The selection process of working groups, the
mandate set by the MOE and the data which this
angling use plan references is flawed and seems
to have no proof content. There does need to be
angling use plan to ensure the sustainability of the

fisheries and quality angling experience; that both
addresses quality waters and conservation issues
but with fair input from all stakeholders."

Q14 Skeena IV upstream from Kitwanga
Bridge

#11 change classified waters from September 1 to
October 31 to reflect the steelhead fishery timing,
to class 1. July 1 to October 31 could stay class 2.

The Skeena River is rarely overcrowded except
for areas like at the Kitwanga River and Anderson
Flats. These areas are not the places where
people should go during the busy period if they
want wilderness fishing. If you fish by boat
between Hazelton and Kitwanga there are hardly
any people.

Keep rivers open for everyone.

An 8-day lottery will kill the steelhead tourism
industry for all but the guides. If guides do not use
their rod days they should be turned back.

A lottery system is not the way to go in the
Skeena watershed period. Consider and include
input from other sources beyond that of the limited
scope of the designated toolbox, as this
watershed and its many rivers, communities and
stakeholders are far more complex than the Dean
River (which the angling use plan makes several
references to) and this is a unique place, with
unigque issues that may constitute legislation
changes, not only regulation changes.

The selection process of working groups, the
mandate set by the MOE and the data which this
angling use plan references is flawed and seems
to have no proof content. There does need to be
angling use plan to unsure the sustainability of the
fisheries and quality angling experience; that both
addresses quality waters and conservation issues
but with fair input from all stakeholders.

Q18 Kispiox
Limited day licences for non-residents and
residents.

Keep rivers open for everyone.

The 8-day lottery will put all of the non-guided
establishments out of business and also create a
zoo in the "status quo" zone. The crowding on the
Kispiox during peak times is because the guides
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typically have most of their clients come during
that period. Check the counterfoil data. You will
see that more than have of the pressure in peak
season comes from guides.

Something needs to be done, but whatever is
implemented will make some people quite upset.
This is where "Government" needs to step up and
do what is best for the fish, and personal, or
economic gain be thrown aside. If the guided rod
days were spread out, and non-guided non-
resident anglers put on a lottery, the crowding
issue would be resolved. The resident angling
days should also be monitored, and if too many
rod days were used, we need to be capped also.

A lottery system is not the way to go in the
Skeena watershed period. Consider and include
input from other sources beyond that of the limited
scope of the designated toolbox, as this
watershed and its many rivers, communities and
stakeholders are far more complex than the Dean
River (which the angling use plan makes several
references to) and this is a unique place, with
unigue issues that may constitute legislation
changes, not only regulation changes.

The selection process of working groups, the
mandate set by the MOE and the data which this
angling use plan references is flawed and seems
to have no proof content. There does need to be
angling use plan to unsure the sustainability of the
fisheries and quality angling experience; that both
addresses quality waters and conservation issues
but with fair input from all stakeholders.

Q23 Babine
No crowding problem except between weir and
Nichyeskwa Creek.

(19) No need to implement a resident only fishery
at this time due to the lack of use in that area. The
last 5 years in mid October | have fished that
section of the river guided and non-guided and
have only seen 2 other anglers that were not
guided.

Keep rivers open for everyone.
For #19, | disagree with the wording because how
do you control whether or not the non-resident

angler is being guided or not?

There have been many reports from non-guided
anglers that the guides on the Babine are often

very rude to them. Also many anglers who use the
Babine guides say they only do so because they
would have nowhere to stay otherwise and don't
like camping.

A lottery system is not the way to go in the
Skeena watershed period. Consider and include
input from other sources beyond that of the limited
scope of the designated toolbox, as this
watershed and its many rivers. Communities and
stakeholders are far more complex than the Dean
River (which the angling use plan makes several
references to) and this is a unique place, with
unigque issues that may constitute legislation
changes, not only regulation changes.

The selection process of working groups, the
mandate set by the MOE and the data which this
angling use plan references is flawed and seems
to have no proof content. There does need to be
angling use plan to unsure the sustainability of the
fisheries and quality angling experience; that both
addresses quality waters and conservation issues
but with fair input from all stakeholders.

Q28 Bulkley

A lottery can't be "the only way". There must be
alternative suggestions that could be explored
such as 4 day on, 2 day off. There must be some
ideas that are more inclusive than exclusive.

"Overcrowding" is a relative term.

Launch sites will be "overcrowded" because of
their convenience. Is it possible to add new public
launch site(s) on public property?

Education of etiquette for parking considerations,
i.e. alternative parking areas after boat is
launched. Etiquette of respect of space for other
fishermen. Etiquette of fishing practices. If poor
etiquette then licence could be revoked. How to
monitor? Eye witness accounts and/or lobby for
more Conservation Officers.

| feel that a lottery would have to large of impact
on local businesses that get a secondary spin-off
of the fishing season (motel, restaurant etc) |
would like to see the actual statistics of the fishing
that is occurring on peak season not just implied
facts. We need to know the actual numbers we
are dealing with before we try to make a plan.
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(24) Agree to 24 but it should be the whole river,
much easier to manage. Could look at this option
for 1 day either Saturday or Sunday.

(25) Do a creel survey, need more data.

Divide the Bulkley River into some zones and limit
sections like between Telkwa and Smithers to a
certain # of rod days to spread people out and
give locals some priority in the busy areas.

Add some more boat launches to spread people
out and prevent congestion at the launches and
the first fishing runs close to the launches.

Any pressure we can take off this river would be
great.

Keep rivers open for everyone.

A lottery-based system will stop more than 90% of
steelhead fishermen from coming to our area to
fish!

The lottery system will kill the steelhead tourism
industry which is a huge economic benefit to the
entire region. It is already making steelheaders
feel unwelcome and in these difficult times we
cannot afford to be putting people out of business
to benefit the guides. It is very obvious that the
working groups had an agenda to benefit the
guides and to hell with the rest of the community.

The Bulkley has room for a lot of fishermen, but
the use of jet boats needs to be monitored.

A lottery system is not the way to go in the
Skeena watershed period. Consider and include
input from other sources beyond that of the limited
scope of the designated toolbox, as this
watershed and its many rivers, communities and
stakeholders are far more complex than the Dean
River (which the angling use plan makes several
references to) and this is a unique place, with
unigue issues that may constitute legislation
changes, not only regulation changes.

The selection process of working groups, the
mandate set by the MOE and the data which this
angling use plan references is flawed and seems
to have no proof content. There does need to be
angling use plan to unsure the sustainability of the
fisheries and quality angling experience; that both
addresses quality waters and conservation issues
but with fair input from all stakeholders.

Q32 Morice

Divide the Morice into three sections and cut
down the people on the lower section by
spreading people out. Make the most used stretch
lottery based.

Limited day licences for non-residents and
residents.

Keep rivers open for everyone.

Rod days not used should be turned back and
perhaps re allocated to others if necessary. There
needs to be clear data supporting the theory of
overcrowding not just the opinions of a vocal
minority.

A lottery system is not the way to go in the
Skeena watershed period. Consider and include
input from other sources beyond that of the limited
scope of the designated toolbox, as this
watershed and its many rivers, communities and
stakeholders are far more complex than the Dean
River (which the angling use plan makes several
references to) and this is a unique place, with
unigue issues that may constitute legislation
changes, n