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2002 Activities & Accomplishments

Nitrate Trends
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ABBOTSFORD AQUIFER
Piezometers ABB1,2,3,4,5,6; 91-4,5,7,8,10,13,15; 94SH29; 94Q14,27;P-A-35; P-B-20,35,55,75; P-C-35; US4
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‘ ¢ [NO3+NO2]in mg N/L Linear Regression ‘




NITRATE TREND 1997 - 2002
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Figure 2 Manure Hauled to Distant Markets by SPFG
- Present Amount and Future Prediction -
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Sustainable Poultay Farming Group
AGHcUItUraISACHVILIES



BC Ministry: off Agriculture, Food & Fisheries

Developing Nutrient
Management Planning
Vaterials

Developing
Envirenmentall Farm
Planning Pregram
Reference Guide




University: of BC

Under Dr. Hans Schreier, UBC is currently
developing a computerized agricultural
nutrent balance model that may: have
application; ever the aguifier.



BC Raspberry Growers Association

[For thirdiyear in row, pi
have conducted post ﬁﬁ
harvestisoil nitiate o
testing on| 65 fields or éi?
40% of land ever the: =8 5™
aguifer. e




BC Raspbery: Growers Asseciation

Results show! 1/3 of
the fields had little
excess nitrogen; 1/3
Nad moderate
amount; anal 1/3 had
Exceess, nitrogen that
could negatively.
Impact grotndwater.




BC Ministry: off Water, Land & Air Pretection

Very rew! agricultural inspections onr BC
side due te stafirreductions in past year.

Ministry: Conservation Ofificers have
provided assistance; in periorming
agrictlturalisite reconmnaissance arive-by:s
o identiiny potential pellution cCONCErns:



Washingten State Department off Ecology.

DaiRy Falim IRSPECHORAS aré Continting te
De conducted.

Inspections are dewn: by: 25% in\Whatcom
County.

Toetal Maximum Daily Leading (TIMBL)
MORIterNg off Fecals Wasiconducted on
Nooksack River and: tributaries. Results
met all targets — indicating dairy: Best
Mamnagement Practices have improved
Manure management.
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City off Abboetsfiord / City off Sumas

Abbetsford-Sumas Aquiler
Stakeholders” Group: met
guarterly last year and are
continuing te encouradge; and
find ways te promote; aguiter
protection, Including:

KEEP IT
PURE

Abbotsford = Sumas Aquifer
Stakeholders Group

City of
Abbotsford
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Aquiter Modelling Activites

Simoen Fraser University, Under Diana
Allen) Is pregressingl on arconceptual and
RUMEric groundwater flow: model of the
Abbotstord-Sumas aquitier (BC side).

Uttah' State are proegressing on the WRIA-
fUnded contaminant:transport moedel:
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Other Activities

Western Washingten: University, Under
Bob Mitechell, have been provided a
iesearchi dgrant targeted at studying
groundwater polittion everthe
Abbotsford-Sumas aguifier:



ASAITF Concerns

\Washingten State! is facing a $2.6Br budget: deficit
thati is/likely to result in less reseurces (stafi*and
funds) available for Varioussagquifer protection
activities; suchyasl the successfull Dairy: Farm
IASPECLIORS:

Peclining attendance by: US;andl Canadian agemncies,
notably: USEPA, USGS, Whatcom' County, Ecology,
BEMWIEAP, BEMAEE, Agriculture-Canada, due to
funding cuts, other priorities and retirements are
affecting| the task fiorce's ability ter conduct
subcommittee activities.



Concluding comment:according ter Alan
Kenut, retirng employee; oif BEMWICAP anRd
eridinalimemper el ASATNIE (G VEars ado):

Was the task fiorce Worth the: effiort?
Yes.

In the late; 1970rs and early: 1980/s nitrate
contamination: frem’ agricultural activities
OVEr the, Abbotsiord-Sumas aguifer Were
detting out off hand.






Concluding comment accerding te Alan

Kol retirnngremployee; oif BEMWIEAP and
erINaINMEMBERCIASANIE(CNAESSIad0):

Jihe task fiorce has) been successiul in net
letting things get Worse.

I've been amazed at the positive multi=
agency. iInvelvement:

Pretecting theraguiier will take time,
patience, and a need torkeep
COMMmMURICatiIONS) GPEn.



