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OverviewOverview

• Killer Whales Biology, Status, Threats
• Species At Risk Act – Overview
• Recovery Planning for Resident Killer 

Whale populations



Basic ElementsBasic Elements

¾¾ ScienceScience--based  based  
assessments assessments 

¾¾ Legal List ing Legal List ing 
ProcessProcess

¾¾ Protect ionProtect ion
¾¾ I ndividualsI ndividuals

¾¾ Crit ical habit at  and Crit ical habit at  and 
residencesresidences

¾¾ Recovery PlanningRecovery Planning

¾¾ Public involvementPublic involvement

¾¾ EnforcementEnforcement



ProhibitionsProhibitions

No person shall:No person shall:

·· Kill, harm, harass, capture Kill, harm, harass, capture 
or takeor take

·· Possess, collect, buy, sell or Possess, collect, buy, sell or 
trade an individual or its trade an individual or its 
partsparts

·· Damage or destroy the Damage or destroy the 
residenceresidence

‘dw elling place such as a den, nest  or  other sim ilar  place 
t hat  is occupied or habit ually occupied by one or more 
individuals dur ing all or  part  of  t heir  l ife cycles incl breeding, 
rear ing, staging, w inter ing, feeding or hibernat ing’ 



Recovery St rategy:Recovery St rategy:

·· ScienceScience--basedbased
·· Concise framework documents Concise framework documents -- recovery goals, recovery goals, 

objectives and approaches objectives and approaches 
·· ID of critical habitat, to the extent possible;ID of critical habitat, to the extent possible;

–– If not, need schedule of studiesIf not, need schedule of studies

·· Specified timelines for completionSpecified timelines for completion

Act ion PlanAct ion Plan

·· Implements recovery strategyImplements recovery strategy
·· Sets out specific activities/actions and 5 year scheduleSets out specific activities/actions and 5 year schedule
·· Includes socioIncludes socio--economic analysis and considerationseconomic analysis and considerations



Completed  Underw ay   

·  N Abalone 

·  N Pacific Right 
Whale (Draft) 

·  Sea Otter (Draft) 

·  Pacific Leatherback 
Turtle (Draft) 

 

·  Sticklebacks 

·  Salish Sucker 

·  Nooksack Dace 

·  Interior Fraser Coho 

·  Sakinaw Lake Sockeye 

·  Cultus Lake Sockeye 

·  Killer Whales (S&N 
Resident) 

 

   

   

   

Status  Status  -- DFO Recovery Planning DFO Recovery Planning 



Components of Killer Whale Components of Killer Whale 
Recovery Strategy DevelopmentRecovery Strategy Development

·· Recovery TeamRecovery Team
±± Core group technical expertsCore group technical experts
±± Drafting & Finalizing RSDrafting & Finalizing RS

·· Technical WorkshopTechnical Workshop
±± expanded group of technical experts and key stakeholdersexpanded group of technical experts and key stakeholders
±± Provide advice, technical & other expertise to teamProvide advice, technical & other expertise to team

·· Public and First  Nat ions Consult at ionsPublic and First  Nat ions Consult at ions
±± Public Meetings & Direct MeetingsPublic Meetings & Direct Meetings
±± Internet, Email, NewsletterInternet, Email, Newsletter

·· Peer ReviewPeer Review



ScheduleSchedule
Date Activity Who

January 2004 Preparation Draft Recovery Team

March 2004 Technical Workshop Invited 
Participants

April-May 2004 RT Finalize Draft RS Recovery Team

Oct – Nov 2004 Public & First Nations DFO & Recovery 
Consultations Recovery Team

Dec-Jan 2005 Finalize RS Recovery Team

Feb 2005 Peer Review

March 2005 Submission of RS Recovery Team
to Minister of DFO



Current Recovery ActivitiesCurrent Recovery Activities

·· Recovery PlanningRecovery Planning

·· Regulations & Regulations & 
Guidelines Guidelines 
±± Education Education ±± Be Whale Be Whale 

WiseWise

±± EnforcementEnforcement

·· ResearchResearch

·· Stewardship ProgramsStewardship Programs



StewardshipStewardship

Stewardship Activities Directed at 
Killer Whales Funded by HSP

Marine Mammal Monitoring Project (M3)

·Straitwatch

·BC Cetacean Sightings Network

·Johnstone Strait Interpretive Centre

·GSA Protecting SAR ±Best Practices in our 
Homes, Gardens and on the Water



Canada/ US I nit iat ivesCanada/ US I nit iat ives

·· DFO/ NOAA/ WDFDFO/ NOAA/ WDF
±± Recovery PlanningRecovery Planning
±± ResearchResearch
±± Habit at  Protect ion/ ContainmentHabit at  Protect ion/ Containment

·· Stew ardship & Public Part icipat ionStew ardship & Public Part icipat ion
±± Monit or ing & Educat ion in t he TransMonit or ing & Educat ion in t he Trans--boundary boundary 

AreaArea
±± Sight ings Netw orksSight ings Netw orks

·· Gov/ NonGov/ Non--Gov ResearchGov Research
±± Numerous collaborat ionsNumerous collaborat ions



www.pac.dfowww.pac.dfo--mpo.gc.campo.gc.ca

Marine MammalsMarine Mammals

Species At RiskSpecies At Risk


