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Final Draft NPS Pollution in B.C.: EI Assessments

Executive Summary

1.0 Introduction

Non-point source (NPS) pollution likely represents the dominant portion of all pollution entering many
estuaries, lakes, rivers, and streams in British Columbia. Unlike point source pollution, it is usually
difficult to trace NPS pollution to its origin at specific sites although it is not difficult to attribute it to
general sources (e.g.. agricultural runoff, urban stormwater. septic tanks). This makes it difficult to
regulate. Though detailed identification and quantification of NPS pollution is just beginning in B.C,, it 1s
already recognized to be a problem worthy of high priority action by governments. In the United States,
where NPS pollution and related control measures have been studied for many years, most adverse
impairment to water quality is now attributed to NPS poliution sources (Figure 1). The same may be true
for British Columbia. For example, ninety-nine percent of the total anthropogenic nitrogen load to Saanich
Inlet is due to two NPS pollution sources: septic fields and agricultural runoff (Drinnan ef al. 1995,
NDM. 1993). Potential impacts from NPS include shellfish closures, drinking water contamination, human
health effects, and degradation of aquatic habitats and their associated biota.
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Figure 1: Relative impact of NPS pollution to estuarics. lakes, and rivers in the United States (EPA
1089).

Until recently. NPS pollution was not prominent in part becausc it was easicr and often cheaper to deal
with point source pollution control first. Therc is now an effort by the Province to both better understand
the problem and raisc its profile. This report is the third in a series which targets the issue of NPS pollution
in British Columbia. Norccol. Dames and Moore (NDM 1995) defined the naturc and extent of NPS
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