Typical range in length for
adults: 12 —25cm
Maximum length 30 cm

Typical range in weight for
adults: 0.022 - 0.268 kg
Maximum weight 0.3 kg

What do they look like?

The chiselmouth has a short,
blunt head with large eyes. The
upper lip is fleshy and covers a
hard cartilaginous plate in the
upper jaw. The lower lip is
covered with hard cartilage
and has a straight-cutting edge
that looks like a chisel.
Chiselmouth are not brightly-
coloured. (This is probably an
adaptation to avoid predation,
since their herbivorous eating
habits require them to feed in
shallow water.) The back is
usually a dark brown while the
sides are lighter with many
small black dots. Sometimes it
has orange colouration in the
part of the pectoral and pelvic
fins closest to the body. The tail
is deeply forked and the caudal
peduncle (narrow part of the
tail) is extremely slender, giving
the fish a very streamlined

look.

Chiselmouth

Acrocheilus alutaceus

Where do they

live?

This fish has a fairly

limited distribution in B.C. It
has been reported from the
Euchiniko, Nazko, Kettle and
Okanagan rivers, Wolfe Creek
and from Osoyoos, Missezula,
Wolfe, Skaha, Galagher,
Tugulnuit, Mara, and
Windermere lakes, and possibly
Nicola Lake. It occurs more
often in lakes than rivers in B.C.
In rivers it is usually located in
deeper, water over boulder and
cobble. Chiselmouth are often
found with the more common
peamouth chub and northern
squawfish, two other species of
minnow that also grow quite
large. All three species are
closely related but occur
together only in the Fraser and
Columbia River systems.
Chiselmouth will hybridize with
peamouth chub, northern




squawfish, and redside shiner,
particularly when population
numbers are low or their
habitat is disturbed.

What do they eat?

Adult chiselmouth feed by
scraping their lower jaw along
rocks or other bottom
materials. They graze on small
aquatic plants (algae) growing
on rocks or wood. Although
primarily plant-eating
(herbivorous), they wiill
sometimes increase the protein
in their diet with insects.
Young chiselmouth — up to
100 mm long — feed on
surface insects.

What is their life cycle
like?

Very little is known about the
life cycle of this species. Lake
populations spawn in tributary
streams in late June and early
July. Males probably mature
and spawn at the age of three
and females usually spawn at
four years.

How are they doing?
Chiselmouth is a blue-listed
species, which mean it is

vulnerable. It is considered
vulnerable because it has a
spotty distribution, and many
populations are quite small. It
is known from fewer than 20
localities and appears to have
disappeared from some of
these places in recent years.

View of the chisel-like lower lip that
gives the chiselmouth its name

What can | do to protect

them?

< If you own property
bordering a stream, try to
protect the streamside
vegetation which prevents
the bank from eroding.

« Be aware that what you
dump into your septic tank

or roadside storm
drain may find its
way into streams or
lakes. Help keep
water quality high
by using detergents
and soaps minimally
and do not dump
harsh chemicals,
such as bleach, paint
thinner and
antifreeze, into
drains.

ALBERTA.

e Form a group of water
stewards and volunteer to
monitor local water quality.

« Never transport live fish or
other organisms from one
body of water to another.
You could transfer diseases
and parasites from one
ecosystem to another or
upset the natural balance in
the ecosystem where they
are released.

No kidding!

* You might just catch one
fishing! If you catch a big
minnow in the Blackwater
River, it may not be a
squawfish. Take a look at its
lower lip -you might have
caught a blue-listed
chiselmouth; once in a while
they will take worm or dry
fly. If you do catch a
chiselmouth, please release
it carefully.

e The chiselmouth is B.C.’s
only fish species considered
to be an obligate algivore
(a specialized algae feeder).
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