
What do they look like?
The longnose dace is light olive to black
on their back shading to yellow or silver
on their belly.  They may have a dark
band along their side but this depends on
where they are found. Their name comes
from their prominent long snout, which
joins directly to the upper lip and
overhangs their mouth. This may be one
reason they are sometimes mistaken for
young suckers. Young longnose dace
have a distinctive stripe on their sides
from snout to tail that passes right
through the eye. 

The Nooksack dace is generally smaller
than the longnose dace. It is grey-green
above and yellow to silver on its belly.
You can tell a Nooksack dace from the
longnose dace by the number of scales
along the lateral line. (The lateral line is
part of a fish”s sensory system; it’s the
fine line that runs along their side under
the skin). The Nooksack dace has 54
scales along the lateral line and the
longnose dace has about 67.

Where do they live?
Both the longnose dace and the
Nooksack dace are bottom dwellers in
either clear or stained running water. The
name cataractae (of cataracts) comes
from the ability of longnose dace to use
very fast water. The longnose dace may
also be found in inshore areas of lakes
over boulder or gravel bottoms. 

The longnose dace is found from the
Atlantic coast to the Pacific coast and as
far south as Virginia in the east and
Mexico in the west.  In Canada, it is
found north to Hudson Bay and as far
north as the Arctic Circle in the
Northwest and Yukon territories.  It is not
found in New Brunswick, Nova Scotia or
Newfoundland in the east or on any of
the large coastal islands off the B.C.
coast.  The longnose dace is not found in
the same streams as the Nooksack dace.
The Nooksack dace has been found in
only four creeks in B.C. – Bertrand, Cave,
Fishtrap, and Pepin. All four of these
creeks are in the Nooksack River system
in the lower Fraser Valley. It also occurs in
some of the streams and rivers around
Puget Sound in Washington State.

Longnose Dace and Nooksack Dace
Rhinichthys cataractae

and Rhinichthys sp. 

Other common names:
For longnose dace: long-nose

dace, long-nosed dace
For Nooksack dace: nooky dace

Longnose Dace
Typical range in length for adults:

7 - 10 cm
Maximum length: 17 cm
Typical range in weight for adults:

4 – 10 g
Maximum weight: 40 g

Nooksack Dace
Typical range in length for adults:

6 - 9 cm
Maximum length: 14.5 cm
Typical range in weight for adults:

2 – 8 g
Maximum weight: 25 g

B.C.



What do they eat?
Longnose dace eat a wide variety of
bottom dwelling insect larvae. They
appear to be opportunistic, feeding on
whatever larvae are most available.
Nooksack dace are known to eat the
larvae and nymph stages of riffle dwelling
insects and adult riffle beetles. They
appear to forage mainly at night. The
diet of juveniles includes midge larvae
and small shrimps.

What is their life cycle
like?
Longnose dace spawn in June and early
July. The male fish guards a spawning
territory located in an area with a rocky
bottom. The female lays between 200
and 1200 clear eggs that are almost
invisible underwater. Eggs are laid in a
group among the stones and are
guarded by one parent until they hatch
in about 7 to 10 days. The young fish live
in quiet, shallow water at the edge of
rivers or lakes until they are about 4
months old, when they move into faster
and deeper water. They become sexually
mature at about 3 years.

Little is known about the Nooksack dace
life cycle. They seem to spawn at night.
The male and female are sexually mature
in their third spring. A female carries
between 200 and 2000 eggs, depending
on her size. The sticky eggs are dropped
on the rocky bottom of a shallow, fast
moving stream. 

How are they doing?
The longnose dace is widely distributed
and in no apparent danger.  It is yellow
listed in B.C. 
The Nooksack dace has very limited
distribution and is considered critically
imperiled in B.C. Nationally it has been
designated as Endangered by the federal
listing organization, COSEWIC (the
Committee on the Status of Endangered
Wildlife in Canada). Although there are
currently no known population
extinctions, the population of Nooksack
dace in Fishtrap Creek is very small and in
poor condition. B.C. populations inhabit
streams running through lands under
intense pressure from agricultural and
urban development. More thought needs
to be given to improving land use
practices to prevent harm to important
stream characteristics and water quality.
Dredging, siltation and ponding activities
remove needed riffle habitat and threaten
many native species found in these
drainages (including the Salish sucker,
another endangered species). Removal of
natural streamside vegetation has lead to
higher water temperatures and low
summer flows. Some headwater areas
have begun to run dry during the summer
months. The movement of non-native
(exotic) species into these watersheds is
also a problem.

How you can help:
•  Never transport live fish or other

organisms from one body of water to
another. This could transfer diseases
and parasites from one ecosystem to
another, or upset the natural balance in

the ecosystem where they
are released.

•  Be aware that what you
dump down the sink or
into your septic tank,
roadside storm drains or
sewers may find its way
into streams. Help keep
water quality high by using
detergents and soaps
minimally and by not
dumping harsh chemicals,
such as bleach, paint
thinners or antifreeze, into
drains.

•  Form a group of water
stewards and volunteers to
monitor local water quality
and the quality of
streamside (riparian)
habitats and local wetlands.

•  Learn about the diversity of fish and
other organisms in the streams in your
watershed. Help to maintain the quality
of the streams and their banks. If you
own streamside property retain or
replant native streamside vegetation. 

•  Remember small creeks, channels and
ditches are often important fish habitat.
Just because you don”t see fish doesn”t
mean they aren”t there.

•  Educate your neighbours and your
elected officials about the importance
of maintaining healthy aquatic systems.

No kidding!
•  The longnose dace has the widest

distribution of any minnow found in
North America, while the Nooksack
dace has one of the most confined.

•  East of the Continental Divide breeding
longnose dace males often develop a
red border on the upper lip and at the
base of each of the lower fins. This
colour is missing or faint in those fish
found west of the Divide. At one time
the two groups were given subspecies
names.

•  Sometimes longnose dace spawn so
close to the nests of other minnows
that hybrids occur. This can happen
when both species are broadcast
spawners and the milt (sperm) and
eggs of both species mix accidentally.

•  The wedge-shaped head and small
swim bladder of both daces allow them
to remain in position on the stream
bottom even in very fast flowing water.

•  The Nooksack dace is part of the
“Chehalis fauna”, a group of fish that
originated in the unglaciated areas
south of Puget Sound during
Pleistocene glaciation. (A thick layer
of ice covered most of B.C. 15,000
years ago.)

•  Nooksack dace have not had the
opportunity to exchange genes with
the longnose dace since before the last
glaciation. For conservation purposes,
they are considered a separate species.
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