
What do they look like?
Inconnu look like a salt water
tarpon. They are the largest
and fastest-growing member
of the whitefish family. Inconnu
have a long, tapering body
with a long, broad head with a
lower jaw that juts out beyond
the upper jaw. At the tip of the
lower jaw there are rows of
tiny, fine, densely-packed teeth
that feel like velvet to the
touch. The large fins are dark-
tipped and the tail is forked.
They have an adipose fin, a
soft, fleshy fin on the back just
in front of the tail. Inconnu are
bright silvery fish with green to
pale brown on their backs; the
sides are silver with silvery-
white below. 

Where do they live?
This species is found
in the Arctic and sub-arctic
regions of northwestern North
America and in Siberia. In
northern British Columbia it is
found in the Liard-Mackenzie

system, as far 
south as Fort 
Nelson, and in 
Teslin Lake at the 
head of the Yukon 
River system. Very little 
is known about this fish in B.C.
but inconnu are most
abundant in the large, muddy
rivers of the north and in their
associated lakes. Young
inconnu have been captured in
shallow, silty, slack-water areas
near the mouths of tributary
streams.

What do they eat?
These fish are predators, eating
other fish such as whitefish,
sticklebacks, minnows, and
burbot, as well as invertebrates
such as shrimp and insects.
Young inconnu eat
zooplankton, aquatic insects,
and other invertebrates.

Inconnu
Stenodus leucichthys

Other common names:

Sheefish, connie, conny, coney.

Typical range in length
for adults: 30 —  75 cm
Maximum length: 100 cm

Typical range in weight
for adults: 2 — 7 kg
Maximum weight: 12 kg

B.C.



What is their life cycle
like?
Very little is known about the
life cycle of this species.
Inconnu mature late in life,
most between the ages of
seven and 10 years, and some
as young as five. Males
generally mature younger than
females. Some populations
make very long migrations
downstream to over-wintering
areas, and before ice break-up,
upstream to feeding areas.
Sexually mature inconnu begin
to move further upstream right
after ice-out and may continue
migrating for several weeks
before spawning in the late
summer and fall. Spawning
grounds are located in areas of
relatively fast current with
mixed coarse gravel; they do
not build nests. Females come
to the surface to spawn,
writhing and skittering in a
series of spurts upstream,
closely followed by the male
who fertilizes the eggs as they
are released. Individual fish
may spawn only once every
two to four years. The length
of time between repeat

spawning may depend on the
amount of food available.

How are they doing?
Currently inconnu is a yellow-
listed species, which means it is
not at risk in British Columbia.
This status is being reviewed
due to its limited distribution in
the province.

How you can help:
•  It is important to obey

angling regulations and
habitat protection bylaws,
guidelines and regulations,
since they are designed to
protect the fish and their
habitat. You should also
Observe, Record and Report
violations of the regulations
by phoning
1-800-663-9453.

•  Practice voluntary catch and
release fishing since
distribution and populations
are limited in B.C.

•  Never transport live fish or
other organisms from one
body of water to another.
This could transfer diseases
and parasites from one
ecosystem to another, or
upset the natural balance in

the ecosystem where
they are released.

•  Be aware that what you
dump down the sink or into
sewers may find its way into
streams. Help keep water
quality high by using
detergents and soaps
minimally and do not dump
harsh chemicals, such as
bleach, paint thinners or
antifreeze, into drains.

•  Form a group of water
stewards and volunteer to
monitor local water quality.

No kidding!
•  In Siberia, inconnu are said to

reach 40 kg., much larger
than any found in B.C.

•  In the far North, before
modernization, inconnu
were an important food
source for First Nations
peoples and their sled dogs.

•  Inconnu means ‘unknown’ in
French; the name sheefish
comes from the Native
people of Great Slave Lake,
who called this fish “shees”.

•  They have been known to
migrate nearly 1,600 km.
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