
What do they look like? 
The troutperch is a small chubby
fish with a large head.  It gets its
name from the trout-like adipose
fin and because its colouration and
spines are similar to perch. Some
people think it looks like a small
trout with a perch head. The snout
is conical and overhangs a small
mouth.  The upper lip of the
mouth is fused to the tip of the
snout. Its teeth are small. The
pelvic fins (paired fins on its belly)
are placed far forward and are
overlapped by the tips of the
pectoral fins (the paired fins
nearest its gill plate).  The dorsal
fin, on its back, has two thin
splint-like spines and the anal fin
(single fin on its lower surface
nearest the tail) has one or two
small spines.  They have large,
rough feeling, ctenoid, scales.
Troutperch are silvery, with a
purple-yellowish iridescence.
When alive, the body is partially

transparent and the silvery lining
of the gut cavity can be seen
through the body wall.  There are
several rows of dark spots along
the sides and back.  Both sexes
look the same.

Where do they live? 
Troutperch are found in smaller
peat-stained systems (tea coloured
water), muddy rivers, mid-lake
areas and along shallow sandy
beaches in lakes.  The species is
widely distributed in both lakes
and streams throughout central
and northern North America.  In
British Columbia, it is found only
in the northeastern corner of the
province, mostly in the Alberta
plateau country. It has been
collected in the Peace-Mackenzie
system at Moberly Lake, Peace
River at Pine River and Blueberry
River; and in the Liard-Mackenzie
system in the Muskwa River, Fort
Nelson River, Kledo Creek, and
Maxhamish Lake. 

Troutperch 
Percopsis omiscomaycus

Other common names: 

Trout-perch, silver chub

Typical range in length for
adults: 6-8 cm
Maximum length: 10 cm

Typical range in weight for
adults: 3-7 g 
Maximum weight: 13 g 

B.C.



What do they eat? 
The diet of troutperch has not
been well studied.  It is thought to
consist largely of aquatic insects,
zooplankton, and molluscs.

What is their life cycle
like? 
Troutperch spawn in slow streams
or sometimes in shallow water in
lakes in late spring and early
summer.  In lake populations,
spawning may occur over a period
of several months.  Most spawning
occurs at night, close to the
surface, near the edges of the
stream or lake.  Several males
cluster around and press close to
the sides of the female. Eggs and
milt (sperm) are released together.
The eggs, which are relatively
large for the size of the fish, are
sticky and heavier than water.
After fertilization, the eggs sink to
the bottom and stick to whatever
they contact.  A single female can
lay up to 700 eggs, which will
hatch in about one week.  Large
females and most males die after
spawning, but a few individuals
live to spawn twice.  Males can
live to 3 years, females to 4.

How are they doing? 
The troutperch is a yellow-listed
species, which means it is not at
risk in British Columbia. Although
its distribution is restricted, the
species can be abundant where it is
found. 

How you can help?
•  Never transport live fish or other

organisms from one body of
water to another. This could
transfer diseases and parasites
from one ecosystem to another,
or upset the natural balance in
the ecosystem where they are
released.

•  Be aware that what you dump
down the sink or into your
septic tank, roadside storm
drains or sewers may find its
way into streams or lakes. Help
keep water quality high by using
detergents and soaps minimally
and by not dumping harsh
chemicals, such as bleach, paint
thinners or antifreeze, into
drains.

•  Form a group of water stewards
and volunteers to monitor local
water quality.

•  Obey habitat protection bylaws,
guidelines, and regulations,

since they are designed
to protect fish and
their habitat.
Remember, even small,
peat-coloured streams
can be home to a
variety of fish,
including non-game
and game species. You
should also Observe,
Record and Report
violations of the
regulations by phoning
1-800-663-9653.

No kidding! 
•  Originally troutperch were

thought to be salmonids, from
the same family as Atlantic
salmon and brown trout
(Salmo).

•  In some areas, troutperch are an
important forage fish for lake
trout and northern pike.

•  Troutperch may serve as nutrient
transporters in some lakes.
They feed at night in the warm
shallows, then move offshore at
daylight, where they can be
eaten by lake trout, a species
that is forced to remain in the
cooler, deeper water.

•  Because of the size of their eggs
and lengthy spawning period,
troutperch have been used as a
laboratory species where eggs
are required.

•  The troutperch is the only
member of the family
Percopsidea found in Canada.

•  The only other percopsid, the
sandroller (Percopsis
transmontanus) is found in the
Columbia River, on the US side
of the border.

•  Following the last glacial age,
troutperch probably made their
way to B.C. from the Mississippi
Valley.
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