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The Canadian National Wetland Inventory BC (CNWI-BC) content was created in collaboration
between Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) and the BC Ministry of Water, Land and
Resource Stewardship (WLRS) under Memorandum of Agreements (MOAs) between 2022-2024 and
2024-2026. The BC-specific products produced under these MOAs support the CNWI national
initiative to compile, process, and publish best available wetland mapping and field validation data
throughout Canada. The CNWI National spatial product, and the CNWI National User Manual are
available for download on the Government of Canada’s Open Data Portal.

The guidance, standards, and methodology developed under these MOAs are for the purposes of
collecting and compiling data under the CNWI initiative.

Note: Wetland boundaries in the CNWI-BC are presented based on the scientific definitions of
classification as defined by the Canadian Wetland Classification System and clarified in the CNWI-BC
PDF report. CNWI-BC wetland boundaries not intended to be used directly as a boundary or edge of
a wetland for regulatory, policy, or development applications. Further field inspections and analysis
are likely required.

CNWI-BC v13 package contents:

CNWI-BC Report (pdf)
This document provides an overview of CNWI-BC definitions, classification concepts,
data inventory standards, field validation methods, as well as mapping and cross-
walking standards, and procedures. All users of CNWI-BC data and
collectors/submitters of data to the CNWI-BC should review this document.
e CNWI_BC_V13 (FGDB)
This dataset is an amalgamated product that includes all CNWI national data within
BC as well as additional BC-specific fields and domains to capture unique attributes
and categories as described in various BC classification systems and to ensure
integration with provincial datasets.
e CNWI_BC_V13_Template (FGDB)
This dataset is a geodatabase template for data intended for loading into the BC
dataset (CNWI_BC_V13.gdb).
e CNWIField Plot Data Collection Templates (xIsx form, FGDB)
These templates can be used to create CNWI-BC standardized digital forms for field
data collection (e.g., ESRI Survey123 and FieldMaps).
e CNWI Field and Class Keys (pdf)
These field keys are intended as quick reference material to support field data
collection to CNWI-BC standards.


https://catalogue.data.gov.bc.ca/dataset/c8d6abae-a650-4682-b57d-5c74be0b7166
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/wildlife-habitat/canadian-national-wetland-inventory.html
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¢ Field Plot Forms (Rapid / soil and veg) (pdf)

These pdf paper forms are intended for field data collection purposes and
photographs of completed paper forms can be attached to the CNWI Field Plot
digital forms where appropriate.

e CNWI-BC Field Guide (pdf)

This document provides clarification of CNWI-BC definitions and attributes when
classifying wetlands in the field. It is written in plain English with visuals to help
conceptualize wetland classification concepts and definitions.

e BCWetland Delineation Guidance and associated Wetland Plant Indicator List (txt)
Additional resources on delineation guidance and the accompanying plant list are
available here:

= https://www.env.gov.bc.ca/esd/distdata/ecosystems/Wetland Delineation/
This resource is currently undergoing review and feedback on rankings should be
directed to wetlands@gov.bc.ca.

e Mapping Wetlands from Imagery in BC (pdf)

This document details the standards for imagery interpretation of wetland
boundaries for the purposes of the CNWI in BC. Image standards (type, resolution,
date, etc.) are provided as well as GIS mapping specification and examples of
various CNWI-BC wetland classes and definitions. This resource is intended to
inform wetland boundary designation for classification and mapping purposes only
and should not be used for wetland delineation for development or regulatory,
policy or development purposes.
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