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DESCRIPTIVE LEGEND

Seven classes of land are differentiated on the basis of the intensity of outdoor
recreational use, or the quantity of outdoor recreation, which may be generated
and sustained per unit area of land per annum, under perfect market conditions

“Quantity” may be measured by visitor days, a visitor day being any reasonable
portion of a 24 hour period during which an individual person uses a unit of
land for recreation,

“Perfect market conditions” implies uniform demand and accessibility for all
areas, which means that location relative to population centres and to present
access do not affect the classification.

Intensive and dispersed activities are recognized. [ntensive activities are
those in which relatively large numbers of people may be accommodated per
unit area, while dispersed activities are those which normally require a relatively
larger area per person,

Some important factors concerning the classification are:

e The purpose of the inventory is to provide a reliable assessment of the
quality, quantity and distribution of the natural recreation resources within the
settled parts of Canada.

e The inventory is of an essentially reconnaissance nature, based on inter-
pretation of aerial photographs, field checks, and available records, and the
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maps should be interpreted accordingly.

* The inventory classification is designed in accordance with present popular
preferences in non-urban outdoor recreation. Urban areas igenerally over
1,000 population with permanent urban character), as well as some non-urban
industrial areas, are not classified.

¢ land is ranked according to its natural capability under existing conditions,
whether in natural or modified state; but no assumptions are made concerning
its capability given further major artificial modifications.

¢ Sound recreation land and d practices are d
for all areas in practical relation fo the natural capability of each area.

* Water bodies are not directly classified. Their recreational values accrue
to the adjoining shoreland or land unit.

» Opportunities for recreation afforded by the presence in an area of wild-
life and sport fish are indicated in instonces where reliable information was
available, but the ranking does not reflect the biclogical productivity of the
area. Wildlife capability is indicated in @ companion series of maps.

4 | LANDS IN THIS CLASS HAVE VERY HIGH CAPABILITY
CLASS 1| f5r GUTDOOR RECREATION, ~

7\ fepC

Class 1 lands have natural capability to engender and sustain very high totdl
annual use based on one or more recreational activities of an intensive nature.
Class 1 land units should be able to generate and sustain a level of use com-
parable to that evident at an outstanding and large bathing beach or a nationally
known ski slope. .

5 | LANDS IN THIS CLASS HAVE A HIGH CAPABIITY
CLAss FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION.

Class 2 fands have natural capability to engender and sustain high total annual
use based on one or more recreational activities of an intensive nature.

CLASS 3 LANDS IN THIS CLASS HAVE A MODERATELY HIGH
CAPABILTY FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION.

Class 3 fonds have natural capability to engender and sustain moderately
high total annual use based vsually on intensive or moderately intensive octivities,

LANDS IN THIS CLASS HAVE MODERATE CAPABILITY
CLASS 4| 5p QUTDOOR RECREATION,

Class 4 lands have natural capability to engender and sustain modérate total
annual use based usvally on dispersed activities.

LANDS IN THIS CLASS HAVE MODERATELY LOW
CLASS § | CAPABILITY FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION.

£

Class 5 lands have natural capability to engender and sustain moderately low
total annual use based on dispersed activities.

LANDS IN THIS CLASS HAVE LOW CAPABILITY FOR
CLASS 6 OUTDOOR RECREATION.

Class 6 lands lack the natural quality and significant features to rate higher,
but have the natural capability to engender and sustain low total annual use
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SUBCLASSES

Subclasses indicate the kinds of faatures which provide opportunity for recrea-
tion. They are, therefore, positive aspects of land and do not indicate limitations
to use. Features may be omittec from a unit, either because of the imposed
three-feature limit, or because thair presence was unknown or unconfirmed.

The degree to which these fatures are judged capable, collectively, of
generating and sustaining use for recreation, determines the class. The sequence
in which they are listed indicate: the order of their significance. Subordinate
features may be relatively insignficant and the class of a unit should not be
interpreted to indicate the capablity of a secondary or tertiary feature.

The subclasses are:
SUBCLASS A—land providing 1ccess to water aoffording opportunity for
angling or viewing of sport fish.

SUBCLASS B—Shoreland capable of supporting family beach activities. In high
class units this will include family bathing. In Classes 4 and 5, the activities
moy be confined to dry land dueto cold water or other limitations.

SUBCLASS C—Lland fronting on ad providing direct access to waterways with
significant capability for canoe tripping.

SUBCLASS D—Shoreland with deeper inshore water suitable for swimming or
boat mooring or launching.

SUBCLASS E—Lland ‘with vegetation possessing recreational value,
SUBCLASS F—Waterfall or rapid:.

SUBCLASS G—Significant glacier view or experience.

SUBCIASS H—Historic or pre-hisoric site.

SUBCLASS J—Area oliering partiaslar opportunities for gathering and collecting
items of popular interest.

SUBCLASS K—Shoreland or upand suited to organized camping, usvally
associated with other features.

SUBCLASS L—interesting landform features other than rock formations.

SUBCLASS M~—Frequent small water bodies or continuous streams occurring in
upland areas,

SUBCLASS N~Lland (usually shorelond) suited to family or other recreation
lodging use.

SUBCLASS O-land affording opportunity for viewing of upland wildlife.
SUBCLASS P—Areas exhibifing cultural landscape patterns of agricultural,
industrial or social interest.

SUBCLASS Q-Areas exhibiting variety, in topography or fand and water
relationships, which enhances opgortunities for general outdoor recreation
such as hiking and nature study or lor aesthetic appreciation of the area.
SUBCLASS R—Interesting rock fornations, .
SUBCLASS S—A combination of slopes, snow conditions and climate providing
downhill skiing opportunities.

SUBCLASS T—Thermal springs.

SUBCLASS U—Shoreland fronting water accommodating yachting or deep
water boat tripping.

SUBCLASS V~A vantage paint or crea which offers a superior view relative to
the class of the unitis) which contain it, or a corridor or other area which
provides frequent viewing opportuiities.

SUBCLASS W—land affording opyportunity for viewing of wetland wildlife.
SUBCLASS X —-Miscellanecus featurss with recreational capability.

SUBCLASS Y—Shoreland providing access to water suitable for popular forms
of family boating.

SUBCLASS Z—Areas exhibiting najor, permanent, non-urban man-made
structures of recreational interest.

CONVENTIONS

Large arabic numerals denote capablity classes.
Upper case letters denote subclasses

There may be area distortion due fo scale limitations, porticularly in the case of
corridor-shaped units,

Unclassified areas represent urban ard certain reserve lands

Exanple Classiffcations

Capability Class 2 - K Feature symbols indicate
28 B———opportunity for organized
A

camping (K), bathing

lake, ocean or large river) beach (B), and sport
fishing (A)

Capability Class 4—\ c
. ~—~——— Feature symbols indicate
o e QU gt sy e
vegetation (E), freguent
small water bodies (M) and
upland wildlife (0)
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