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This is a provincial coverage of inland waters fish species distribution, mapped as points and zones (stream line segments). These fish distribution points and zones are geo-referenced to the stream centreline network of the BC Watershed Atlas 50K digital map base of hydrographic features. For more information about the BC Watershed Atlas 50K refer to:  http://www.bcfisheries.gov.bc.ca/fishinv/basemaps-technotes.html. This spatial dataset of fish distribution is based on data from the Fisheries Information Summary System (FISS) database that was compiled prior to the year 2000. 
Each fish point represents either a specific site where a fish species has been identified or the point represents a whole stream in which the fish species is known to be present. These latter ‘whole stream fish points’ are always located at the stream mouth.

Each fish zone (stream line segment) represents a section or length of stream where a fish species has been identified and, where known, the extent of its spawning, rearing or holding activities. The attributes for the fish points and zones include the fish species name, and ,where known, the stock type and the spawning , rearing or holding activity. For mapping purposes each fish species has been assigned to one of three categories: Salmon, Sport Fish or Other Fish. Each fish point and zone is located on a stream by its distance, in metres, from the stream mouth.
Use Limitations: This Historical Fish Distribution 50K dataset is based on data from the Fisheries Information Summary System (FISS) database that was compiled prior to the year 2000. FISS data is based on the interpretation of fish locations from a variety of fisheries related reports (including the BC 1:50,000 reconnaissance level stream survey data). For additional information on the intended use of FISS data refer to the document ‘Fisheries Information Summary System (FISS) Data Compilation and Mapping Procedures’, October 1997, Draft 3, at: http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca/risc/pubs/aquatic/fiss/index.htm
The names of the three downloadable fish distribution files are:

LFDPBCGZ – Arc/info point coverage and shapefile where each point represents a specific site location where a fish species was identified.
LFDSBCGZ - Arc/info point coverage and shapefile where each point represents an

entire stream that contains the species of fish.
LFDZBCGZ – Arc/Info arc coverage and shapefile  where each arc (line) represents a section of stream or a zone where a fish species has been identified and if known,  the associated stock type and the extent of spawning, holding or rearing activity.
These fish distribution files are available for downloading at:
ftp://fshftp.env.gov.bc.ca/pub/outgoing/bc50kfiss/hist_fish_dist
For specific descriptions of the fish distribution attributes please refer to Section L 11, p 47 of the document ‘Fisheries Information Summary System (FISS) – Data Compilation and Mapping Procedures’ at:
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca/risc/pubs/aquatic/fiss/index.htm
The historical fish distribution points and zones can be displayed over a background of streams and lakes from the BC Watershed Atlas 50K, its source map base. The spatial files for the BC Watershed Atlas 50K are available for downloading as coverages and shapefiles at:

ftp://fshftp.env.gov.bc.ca/pub/outgoing/bc50kwsa
Refer to the text file BC50KWSA.txt for a description of each of the layers that comprise the BC Watershed Atlas 50K map base.

For more information about the BC Watershed Atlas 50K refer to:  http://www.bcfisheries.gov.bc.ca/fishinv/basemaps-technotes.html.
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