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SOUTHERN ALASKA MOUNTAINS ECOPROVINCE

	
	SAL - SOUTHERN ALASKA MOUNTAINS ECOPROVINCE

CMI - Chugach Mountains and Icefields Ecoregion

        ALR - Alsek Ranges Ecosection


	



Location – This Ecoprovince is located on the north side of the Gulf of Alaska. It extends from Lynn Canal in the east, across the Alsek, St. Elias, Wrangell, and Chugach Mountains to the Kenai Mountains in the west.


Climate – The climate is cold maritime, caused by moist air in the Gulf of Alaska rising over the high mountains. Intense precipitation in the form snow occurs on the upper slopes and summits. Cold temperatures are the result of latitude and long winters with a short growing season.


Vegetation – The Coastal Western Hemlock zone is reduced to a narrow band near sea level, the subalpine or Mountain Hemlock zone is similarly a narrow belt on the lower slopes. And while the Alpine Tundra zone is extensive most of that is snow or icefields, the vegetative alpine belt is quite narrow and low.


Fauna – Mountain goats occur in the alpine and subalpine vegetation belts, Sitka black-tailed deer occur in the riparian habitat and along the coast, and moose occur mainly in the riparian habitat. Black bears, including the rare Glacier bear, and grizzly bears occur throughout the vegetated areas; the large Kodiak bear occurs only on Kodiak Island.

In Alaska, sea otters once very abundant have been adversely affected by the large oil spill in Prince William Sound; northern sea lions, and harbour seals occur nearshore and on haul-outs, while orca, and humpback whales occur in the many sounds and Gulf of Alaska.

White-tailed, rock and Willow ptarmigan occur in the alpine and subalpine zones. Prince William Sound supports many waterbirds in the winter.

Dolly Varden char are resident fish, and Pink, Chum, Sockeye and Spring Salmon enter the streams and rivers to spawn.

CMI Chugach Mountains and Icefields Ecoregion

This is a rugged mountain area (several very high mountains, such as Fairweather, St. Elias, and Logan, occur here). There are large icefields, including Fisher, Malaspina, Seward, Bering, and Yahtse glaciers, and the Bagley Icefield. Vegetation consisting of western hemlock forests is restricted to low coastal areas and the Alsek River floodplain. There is only one ecosection in British Columbia.

ALR - Alsek Ranges Ecosection 

This is an area of isolated, very, high rugged ice-capped mountains that lie in the northeastern curve of the Gulf of Alaska and are readily affected by moist, Pacific air.  Except for the Alsek River valley, the British Columbia segment is mainly upper slopes and rugged mountain summits, icefields and glaciers; the valleys and lower slopes lie primarily to the south in Alaska. Mount Fairweather, at 4663 m is the tallest mountain in British Columbia. As the Grand Pacific Glacier recedes Tarr Inlet is advancing into British Columbia. The streams in this ecosection are mainly glacier-fed streams, the largest, the lower Alsek River flows through the centre of this ecosection in Alaska. This Ecosection is almost all in protected areas: in British Columbia it is part of the Tatshenshini – Alsek Park; in the Yukon it is all part of the Kluane National Park; in Alaska, south of the Alsek River it is Glacier Bay National Park and Glacier Bay National Preserve and north of Yukatat Bay it is in the Wrangell – St. Elias National Park. In Alaska the Tongas National Forest is located south of Yakutat Bay to the Lower Alsek River and Dry Bay and on the eastern side of Chilkat Peninsula, where the only roads in this ecosection are located. The First Nations village of Yakutat, Alaska, the only community here is located on the south shore of Yakutat Bay..

