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GAR Order Boundary Amendments

Regulatory framework

The minister responsible for the Wildlife Act, or their delegate, may amend a Wildlife Habitat Area (WHA) or Ungulate Winter Range (UWR) order, including the legal boundaries designated in the order.  Currently the Delegated Decision-Maker (DDM) for minor boundary amendments is the Director Resource Management, Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations (MFLNRO). The DDM for major amendments remains the Deputy Minister, MFLNRO.
Definitions: The following conditions and criteria define minor boundary amendments:

Minor boundary amendments include amendments that fall under one of the following conditions:

· The current boundary does not follow the logical topographic and/or ecological feature (e.g.  road or cutblock boundary) and the change to that boundary, including any replacement areas, does not affect the integrity of the designation.

· Compliance with a provision within the designation is not practicable (i.e., an exemption from a general wildlife measure would likely be granted), but a boundary amendment is more appropriate than an exemption because the likelihood of recruiting the area back into suitable habitat is unlikely. 
Minor boundary amendments must meet all the following criteria:

· The amendment does not result in the complete removal of an existing designated polygon or the designation of a new polygon.

· Comment and review with affected parties other than the party that is making the request is not required (e.g., the new boundary will not affect other Forest Act or Range Act agreement holders or other legal designations). The only exception is where there is an agreement with a First Nation that requires consultation on all boundary amendments.

· Timber supply impacts do not exceed the “budget” allocation, or any other deviation from established policy not previously approved by a statutory decision-maker.

· Consideration is given to replacing areas removed with an area equal, or of greater size and equal or better habitat value. For amendments over ≥ 2 ha, a replacement area must be proposed.

Major boundary amendments include all amendments that do not meet either of the conditions above or any one of the criteria outlined for a minor amendment. 

Note: rescinding an order is not considered a boundary amendment, and would always be considered by the DDM for new designations (Deputy Minister, MFLNRO)

Boundary amendment request

Process for submission:

It is highly recommended that prior to submitting a boundary amendment request, Forest Act and Range Act agreement holders contact and engage a MFLNRO biologist familiar with the wildlife habitat area (WHA) or ungulate winter range (UWR) for which the amendment request is being made. Developing a mutually agreed-upon understanding of the situation and/or possible solution(s) will speed the boundary amendment request process immensely. 
Minor boundary amendment request applications (see below) are submitted to a MFLNRO regional biologist familiar with the WHA or UWR.  Once an agreement has been reached on the location of the new boundary to the extent possible, the boundary amendment request is submitted to the DDM for decision (Director Resource Management) with the necessary supporting information. 

Major boundary amendments are submitted by the regional biologist to MFLNRO Victoria staff who will bring the proposed change to the Deputy Minister MFLNRO, using the same process as new submissions. 

Application for boundary amendment:

The boundary amendment application must include a rationale describing the nature of the problem and any options for operational and/or ecological mitigation of those problems, map files (digital and/or hard copy) of the current boundary, and digital map files for the proposed boundary.  This submission will assist in timely consideration of the matter, and will inform the conditions (e.g. replacement area), if any, of the boundary amendment that may be considered prior to amending the order. Please note that incomplete packages will be returned to the proponent for re-submission. To assist in the process to complete this information a boundary amendment form is available.
Notification of an approved boundary amendment: 
Once a determination is made by the Director Resource Management, approved amendments must be submitted to the FRPA Data Coordinator in the Habitat Management Section (Victoria) so that notification can be made to the BC Gazette and on the website. A digital copy of the signed order must be sent along with updated spatial files containing the new WHA or UWR boundary. The original signed must follow by mail for filing, but is not required for notification to be made.
The FRPA Data Coordinator will ensure that tracking databases are maintained accurately, request notification of the boundary change in the BC Gazette, update the appropriate provincial layer housed in the BC Geographic Data Warehouse, update the website, and inform the Regional Staff when the boundary change is legally complete.

Note: a boundary amendment does not take effect legally until notification is made. Posting must occur within the BC Gazette and on the website. Postings received by the BC Gazette by the end of the morning Tuesday will appear in the following Thursday’s gazette, at which time the website is also updated. Agreement holders do not have authority to proceed until the amendment is made legal through this notification process.
Regional staff will provide notification of the boundary amendment, once legally established, to all affected parties and government agencies. 
Determination and notification will generally be made within 30 days of receipt of a complete application.
Guidance for Completing Boundary Amendment request Form 
The following section explains the Boundary Amendment Request Form and provides further details to consider when completing the form.
1. Boundary amendment Request for: 
· Indicate the appropriate Government Actions Regulation authority (i.e. WHA or UWR)
2. Proponent information:

· include as much information as necessary to be readily contacted, as well as signature and date of submission:
· Contact Name, Title, Organization Name, Mailing Address (including province and postal code), Phone, Fax and Email

3. Site Information:
· WHA tag or UWR ID (5 digit unique WHA or UWR identifier) and polygon ID if applicable
· WHA or UWR name

4. Boundary Amendment Information

A) Describe reasons for requesting boundary amendment. Examples would be situations where:
· There were discrepancies between mapping scales (1:20 000 vs. 1:5000) resulting in overlap of an engineered cutblock, road, trail or landing

· Where unintended areas were included in the WHA or UWR, e.g. boundary intended to follow topographical feature or road but instead overlaps
· It is not practicable to comply with the GWMs in the WHA or UWR and due to the nature of proposed activities a boundary amendment is more feasible than a GWM exemption  
B) If applicable provide a map of the operating area (i.e., the area within the WHA or UWR where activity is planned), either by attaching a PDF or hard copy map or a digital file (either shape file or interchange file, supplied in BC Albers NAD 83 projection). 

C) Explanation of a) how the boundary amendment will not materially affect the integrity of the WHA or UWR or b) compliance with a provision within the designation is not practicable (i.e., an exemption from a general wildlife measure would likely be granted), but a boundary amendment is more appropriate than an exemption (e.g., the likelihood of recruiting the area back into suitable habitat is unlikely). Please indicate what work, if any, was done prior to submitting boundary amendment request, to reduce the potential of impacting the WHA or UWR. 

D) If applicable, describe the replacement area for the WHA or UWR:

· An example would be where there is an equivalent or better replacement area suggested (e.g. equivalent size, tree species, elevation etc.) 

Wildlife Habitat Area (WHA) & Ungulate Winter Range (UWR)

Boundary Amendment Request Form
	1. boundary amendment Request for:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Wildlife Habitat Area (WHA)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Ungulate Winter Range (UWR)

	2. Proponent Information

	Contact Name:
     
	Title:                     

	Organization:
     

	Mailing Address:
     

	
     

	Province:
     
	Postal Code:
     

	Phone:
     
	Fax:
     

	Email:               
         

	Submitted by (please print):       
	Date Submitted (YY/MM/DD):       

	Signature:



                                           


	3. Site Information

	WHA Tag or UWR ID (and polygon ID is applicable):
	WHA or UWR Name:

	     
	     

	4. Boundary Amendment Information

	A. Description of reason for boundary amendment: 
     
(attach separate sheet if necessary)

	B. Spatial information showing area of proposed amendment; include replacement area if applicable.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Hard copy map attached

AND/OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Digital shapefile (.SHP) or interchange file (.e00), supplied in BC Albers NAD 83 projection, attached

	C. Rationale of why it was not practicable to comply with the established GWMs and why the boundary amendment is necessary, and how the proposed amendment will not materially impact and/or still meet the intent of the designated WHA/UWR. 
     
(attach separate sheet if necessary)

	D. If applicable, describe attributes of suggested replacement habitat, outlining suitability for the species:

     
(attach separate sheet if necessary)

	5. For FLNRO  Use Only

	Received by (please print):       
	Date Received (YY/MM/DD):       

	Signature:



                                           




