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This document is provided as background and guidance to support the long-term implementation and 
management of moose winter habitat in the Omineca and is not part of the legal ministerial order under 
the Government Actions Regulation. 
 
 
Omineca Moose Ungulate Winter Ranges  
 
An Ungulate Winter Range (UWR) is defined as an area necessary to meet the winter habitat requirements 
of a specified ungulate species. Moose (Alces alces) are one category of ungulate species defined by legal 
order under section 13(3) of the Government Actions Regulation (B.C. Reg. 582/2004) of the Forest and 
Range Practices Act.  
 
Under the authority of sections 9(2) and 12(1) of the Government Actions Regulation of the Forest and 
Range Practices Act, General Wildlife Measures (GWM) may be established for an UWR. GWMs are 
practice requirements that specify, with precise language, what activities can or cannot occur or how 
activities must be conducted. GWMs apply to the activities of both Forest Act and Range Act agreement 
holders as well as off tenure activities of mineral/coal exploration and placer mining agreement holders 
for which various authorizations under the Forest Act are required. GWMs must be measurable, verifiable, 
and enforceable. After an order comes into effect, permit compliance and enforcement monitoring can be 
done based on the GWMs.  
 
Under the authority of sections 9(2) and 12(2) of the Government Actions Regulation of the Forest and 
Range Practices Act, Objectives may also be established for an UWR. Objectives are planning 
requirements that describe the desired outcome or intent. Objectives are not as prescriptive as GWMs and 
there is more flexibility in the language used. Objectives apply to Forest Act agreement holders who 
require an approved Forest Stewardship Plan (FSP). Objectives are used in situations where there is not 
adequate site or area specific information required for a measurable, verifiable, and enforceable GWM to 
be written. Objectives allow for innovation in resource management through the incorporation of a result 
or strategy in the FSP. Under Section 8 of the Forest and Range Practices Act, a FSP holder is to propose 
and submit for approval an amendment to the FSP to account for a new objective within 2 years. 
Compliance and enforcement monitoring is based on the amended result and/or strategy in a FSP. 
 
The GWMs and objective of these UWRs address the key life requisites and potential risk factors to 
moose. The intent of UWRs u-7-018, u-7-020, u-7-022, u-7-024 and u-7-027 is to identify and provide 
long-term protection for areas that contain habitat that is necessary to meet the specific winter habitat 
requirements of moose in the Omineca Region. 
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Supporting Information for General Wildlife Measures (GWMs) and Objective 
 
There are two types of ungulate winter range in the FRPA GAR order:  
 
1. No Harvest UWR 

The intent of no harvest UWR is to preserve thermal Cover, snow interception, and static forage.  
 
2. Conditional Harvest UWR 

The intent of conditional harvest UWR is to ensure that in perpetuity, moose have access to mixed 
stands that will provide access to suitable habitat. 

 
No Harvest UWR 
 
Further to GWM 1: the intent is to protect the integrity and interior condition of the moose no harvest 
ungulate winter range by eliminating disturbance from primary forest activities.  
 
Further to GWM 2: the intent is to minimize grazing and browsing pressure on preferred moose browse 
species within the moose no harvest ungulate winter range. It will also minimize disturbance to moose 
resulting from livestock and range tenure activities. 
 
Conditional Harvest UWR 
 
Further to GWMs 3, 7 and 8: the intent is to mitigate hunting pressure and predation risk on moose using 
habitat in the no harvest or conditional harvest UWR by minimizing the length of time access structures 
exist and thus also decreasing the Line-of-Sight of hunters and/or predators. 

 
Further to GWM 7 specifically, the intent is that operational planning results in harvesting, initial 
rehabilitation (part a) and deactivation of remaining temporary access structures (part b) being completed 
within one year so that there is no use by hunters in vehicles (e.g. pickups) and patterns are not established.  

 
Further to GWM 4: the intent is to promote a diversity of smaller irregular openings, thereby creating edge 
benefits for moose. Cutblock modelling and analysis conducted by FLNRORD indicated that 
implementation of GWM 4 and GWM 5 together results in irregular harvest boundaries consistent with 
practices beneficial for moose. The option to increase the size to 100 hectares, while retaining 40% or more 
of the basal area of the stand that was on the cutblock before timber harvesting is intended to allow for 
partial harvesting. 

 
Further to GWM 5: the intent is to provide stand level retention within and adjacent to the gross block area 
that is effective for moose for security cover through providing structural diversity, connectivity, and visual 
cover.  
 
Further to GWM 10: the intent is to protect, promote and maintain available high-quality preferred moose 
browse in addition to enhancing the visual screening of moose.  
 
Further to GWMs 6, 9, 11, 12 and Objective 1: the intent is to ensure, in perpetuity, that moose have access 
to mixed stands which will in turn, provide for preferred moose browse.  
 
 
Further to Mineral or Coal Exploration and Placer Mining Activities 
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Limitations on Actions 
 
Under the GAR Section 2 ‘Limitations on actions’ the UWR does not apply retroactively to permits 
entered into before the order takes effect 
 
GWMs Applicable to Mineral or Coal Exploration and Placer Mining Activities 
 
The specific management requirements (GWMs) of the proposed moose UWRs order that affect mineral 
or coal exploration and placer mining activities are: 

For on-tenure activities in No Harvest UWR Areas 
GWM 1.  No primary forest activities  
 

For off-tenure road construction, use, or maintenance a special use permit (SUP) is generally 
required. New SUPs for off tenure mineral or coal exploration and placer mining activities 
related to new road construction, maintenance, and use, may be required to comply with the 
revised GWM 3, related to the location of new permanent access. In site specific situations 
where a Notice of Work (NOW) is not consistent with revised GWM 3 an exemption request 
may be required. 

 
Exemptions 
 
If a proponent proposes a development in the UWRs that is inconsistent with the GWMs they must apply 
for an exemption under the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Sec 92(1). Exemption requests will 
be evaluated based on the potential impacts of the proposed development on habitat values, and clear 
actions taken to avoid, limit or mitigate activities and impacts. 
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