Heli and Catskiing Operating Procedures
 Monitoring Form
Company Name: 




Tenure Document #: 
Please answer all the questions on this form and submit to Chris Ritchie, Manager, Fish and Wildlife Recovery Implementation, BC Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations by May 31st of each year. If you have questions please contact Chris Ritchie by email (Chris.Ritchie@gov.bc.ca) or phone (250) 614-9910. 
	Questionnaire:

	Procedure 1) Recognition of Habitats and Caribou Use of Habitats

1a. Are you aware of mapped mountain caribou habitats in your area, management activities related to caribou, and the most up-to-date information regarding caribou habitat use and recovery implementation activities?

	Yes - Explain how you do this?


	No - Explain why?

	Procedure 2) Staff Training
2a. Are you conducting wildlife staff training prior to each operating season?

	Yes - Explain how you do this?



	No - Explain why?



	Procedure 3) Information Management 

3a. Have you developed an information management system that captures relevant mountain caribou information (e.g. current mapping, telemetry locations, etc...), as well as wildlife observations (tracks and animals) made by field staff and any operational decisions arising from those observations? 

	Yes - Explain how this works in your operation.


	No - Explain why?



	3b. Do you share relevant caribou information from your information management system with staff from the Ministry of Environment and/or Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations? 

	Yes - Explain how you do this and how often?


	No - Explain why?



	Procedure 4) Operational Practices

4a. Have you used your information system to proactively highlight specific areas where the probability of encountering mountain caribou is relatively high? 

	Yes - Explain how you do this?


	No - Explain why?



	4b. Have you used your information system to suspend activities when caribou are in the area for at least 48 hours and/or until a reconnaissance can confirm that the caribou have left the area?

	Yes - Explain how you do this? 


	No - Explain why?



	4c. Do you document all actions taken to mitigate caribou disturbance and displacement, to demonstrate diligence, and to improve the effectiveness of the procedures in meeting the “no displacement” objective?

	Yes - Explain how you do this?


	No - Explain why?



	Procedure 5) Flight Paths and Flight Practices

5a. Do guides and pilots chose helicopter flight paths to maintain at least 500 m (1640 ft.) horizontal or vertical separation from occupied caribou habitats when client or staff safety is not an issue?

	Yes - Explain how you do this?


	No - Explain why?


	5b. Do you take all possible efforts to use flight paths to minimize disruption to animals and maximize the predictability of the human presence?

	Yes - Explain how you do this?


	No - Explain why?



	5c. Do you minimize the probability of “surprise” approaches or encounters with caribou?

	Yes - Explain how you do this? 


	No - Explain why?



	5d. Do you take all possible efforts to completely avoid cow-calf groups?

	Yes - Explain how you do this?


	No - Explain why?



	Procedure 6) Skiing

6a. Do you modify ski activity when caribou are encountered? 

	Yes - Explain how you do this? 

	No - Explain why?



	Procedure 7) Minimize Facility Development

7a. Has your operation minimized facility development in mountain caribou habitat since 2005?

	Yes - Explain how this is accomplished? 

	No - Explain why?




� Procedures identified in the �HYPERLINK "http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/twg/index.html"��Wildlife Guidelines for Backcountry Tourism/Commercial Recreation� and agreed to by the heli- and cat-skiing sector in a �HYPERLINK "http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/speciesconservation/mc/index.html"��Memorandum of Understanding� with government.  
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